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By the 14005 Timbuktu had becorme a lading cnter o
learning The ity rew some of the bst scholars from a over
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Alfc, Leo Afcanus described he nellectulIfe o the ciy:
rimary
€ ere (i Timbukta] are grest
store ofdoctors,judges prests,
and othr leomed men, thatare
bountiuly mainained at the
King's cost and charges. A1d
ither are brought dverse
manusciptor witen booksout
of Barbrie [North Afica, which
aresoldfor more moneytan
any ather merchandis.
How does ths description
reflect the value o knowledge
in Timbuktu?

& sankore Mosque, alo known as

the Universty o Timbuktu

Like Mansa Musa, Askia Muhammad made a pl.
grimage to Mecea that led to stronger ties with the
wider Muslim world. Scholars from Muslim lands
focked to Askia Muhammad's court at Gao. Tn towns
and cities across Songhal, he built mosques and opency
schools for the study of the Quran.

Armies Invade From the North Although Songhai
continued to prosper after Askia Muhammad's death in
1528, disputéh over succession led to frequent changes
in leadership. In 1549, Askia Daud became emperor,and
the empire experienced a period of relative peace. After
his death in 1682, succession disputes recurred and led
o civil war At this time of unest, the sultan of Moroceo,
Ahmad al-Mansur, sent hia armies south to scize the
Songhai gold and salt mines. By 1591, these invaders,
using gunpowder weapans, conquered the empire.

Like the Almoravids who conquered Ghana, the
Moroccans were unsble o rule an empire that streiched
across tho Sahara, Their cantrol over the region weak.
ened, but the‘glary of Songhai could not b restored.

@ Checkpoint _How did Askia Muhammad help shape

the empire of Songhai?

Smaller Societies of West Africa

Although smaller than the great Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai,
other socities flourished in West Africa in the period from 500 to 1500
“The kingdom of Benin (beh NE&) developed in the rain forest, while tho
frtile northern lands of modern-day Nigeria were home to the Hausa
(0N suh) people. As in the larger kingdors, farming and trading wore
also ey to the success and prosperity f thesé societes.

The Forest Kingdom of Benin South of the savanna, Benin rose in
the rain forests of the Guinea coast. The forest peoples built farming vil-
lages and traded pepper and ivory—and later, slaves—Lo their neighbors
in the savanna,

The rulers of Benin organized theis kingdom in the 1300s, Their oba,
or King, was a political, judicial, and religious leader. Still, much power
was spread among other figures, including the queen mother and a coun-
il o hereditary chiefs

A three-mile-long wall surrounded the capital, Benia City. There, a
reat palace was decorated with elaborate brass plagues and sculptures.
According to tradition, artisans from Ife (FE fay), a neighboring forest
saciety, had taught the people of Benin how to cast bronze and brass.
Benin sculptors developed their own unique style for representing the
human face and form, Their works depicted warriors, queen mothers,
and the oba himself. Later they showed helmeted and bearded Portu-
guese merehants, who began to arrive in growing numbers in the 15005,

Walled City-States of the Hausa Conflict and invasion were fre-
quent events in West Africa. For protection, the Hausa built walls around
their villages. By the 1300s, the Hausa had built a number of independ-
ent. clay-walled cites. Over time, these cities expanded into thriving

350 Kingdoms and Trading States of Afrca




image8.png
Creating the Bronzes of Benin

The remarcably dtaed brozesof i Since the Benn heads, -
wereeted usingalostwx techniqe. such a5t o (igh), and
st an oject wassculped n v, then o, e T
metal,they havesurvived
covered n clay an bake. The bked mod et
now empty o wax, would then be iled enabld us o visualze
with mokten meal.Afer it had cooed,the the people and ciltre
ol s roken and the finlpece was o his ancert ingdon.
reveaid.This techique lloned enin
atsons 0 reatethe vry omplicated
metalarvorksfor hich they e famous.

Avtists depicted viariors
amed fo batte farrighty
a6 well s scenesfrom il
ffesuch as this hunting
scene plague (ight.

commercial centers where cotton weavers and dyers, leatherworkers,
sad other artisans produced goods for sale. Merchants traded with Arat,
and Berber caravans from north of the Sahara. Hausa goods were sold s
far away as North Africa and southern Europe,

Kano was the most prosperous Hausa city-state. Ite walls, over
12miles in circumference and up to 50 feet high, protected a population
of more than 30,000 Kano's greatest king, Muhammad Rumf, was o
Muslim, a8 were many of the city’s merchants and officials. During his
ign, Arabic script influenced the Hausa writing system, and Tslamic
law greatly influenced government,

Many Hausa rulers were women, such as Amina of the city-state of
Zazzan, which s located in prosent«day Nigoria. In tha late 1500, she
sonquered Kano and other regions, expanding the boundary of Zaria as
orus the Niger River. Under Amin, the Hausa came to dominate many.
Seharan trade rautes.

¥ Checkpoint How did other cutures nfluence the development of
Benin and the Hausa citv-ctatec?
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Early Civilizations of Africa

Objectives

« Understand how geography afected migration,
turl developmert,and tade i Afica

= Desrbe the ise and deineof Hubi

« Explain how outside nfences ed o change in
North Affca

Terms, People, and Places

sahara Banty
savanna Nubia

aataract Meroé.

desertfication

Note Taking

Reading Skil: Identify Causes and Effects

A you read thssecton, make an outine ke
the one below o keep track o te important
effects caused by Affica’s geography and
natural resources,

- Th nflence of eagraphy
A Geograpicpatens

3
& Resourcesspr de
b
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Tiwelthcentury lusrationof
2 traveing aravan

WITNESS HISTORY w0 oo

Danger in the Desert
In 1325 3 young Moraccan nmed fn Brtta egan
is pigimage o Mecc. This xpedion ed 00
jouney troughoutsia and Affca thtasted mare
han 30 year. Hee, Batuta descroes the dngers o
rosing theSanar,

That deert... makes]sport of i [the taveler]
and disorderts] i mind, 5o that heloss s way.
and perishes. or there s no isbl road or
rack...nothing butsand bown hitherand thither
by thewind. You se hils ofsand n one place, and
aftervards you vl see them moved to quite
another place

Focus Question How id geography and natural

resources affect the development of early societies

thoughaut Afica?

The vast and perilous Sahara, the largest desert in the world, i
just one geographic feature in the great variety of Afvican lanc
scapes. For thousands of years, the geographic features of th|
huge continent have played'a major role in its development.

Africa is the second largest continent. Its size and location contrl
ute to s wide range of climates, vogotation, and terrains. This varid
ety has greatly influenced the diversity of culture found in Africa

Geographic Patterns As shown on this section’s map, Africa
vegetation regions create wide bands that strotch across the coti
nent. Along the Equator is a band of tropical rain forest. Movin
north and south from this band are the continent’s largest aud)
‘most populated regions, the savannas, or grassy plains. Boyord|
the savannas lic the great African doserts. These vegetaion|
regions affect how people live and how they make a living.

Africa’s géographic foatures also influenced cultural develof
ment by acting as barriers or highways to easy movement of po
Ple, goods, and ideas. In addition to tho doserts and rain foresth
Africals high plateau interior and rivers with cataracts, or woef!
falls, hindered easy movement, While on the other hand, the Gro#
Rift Valley served as an interior passageway and the Meditert®]
nean and Red seas provided overseas trado routes to regions If
southwest Asia and present-day Europe.
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gerrod trade across the continen. Salt, gold ron, and copper were paricu-

Jary valuable tems to carly trade and brought great wealth and power o
fican trading cities Trado also linked Africa to othor continents.

Tnitially hindered by the vast doserts, carly trade greatly expanded
yith the introduction of a new form of transportation from Asia—the
tamel. By AD. 200, these “ships of the desert” had revolutionized trade
eross the Sahara. Although eaxly traders had made the difficult desert
rossing in_ horse-drawn chariots, camel caravans created new trade
setworks. Camels could carry heavy loads and plod 20 or 80 miles a day,
hen without water. Tho caravans brought great profits to merchants on
ot sides of the Sahara

Checkpoint What geographic features limited movement in Afrca
and what made them obstacles?

people and Ideas Migrate

Archacologists have wncovered evidence that Africa was the home of the
caslest ancestors of modern people. In spite o geographic barriers, var.
uus mambers of these groups migrated all over Africa and heyond.

The Sahara Dries Out In Africa, as clsewhere, Paleolithic people
doveloped skills as hunters and food gatherers. By 5500 B.C., Neolithic
farmers had learned to cultivate the Nile Valley and to domesticate ani-
mals, As farming spread across North Africa, Neolithic villages oven
appeared in the Sahara, which was then a well-watered area. Ancient
ock paintings have been found that show a Sahara covered with rich
rasslands and savanna.

About 2500 B.C., a climate change slowly dried out the Sahara. As the
land became parched, the desert, spread. This process of descrtification
devoured thousands of acres of cropland and pastureland. The Sahara's
desertification prompted migration, as people were forced to seek now
areas to maintain their ways of lfe

The Bantu Migrations Over thousands of years, migrations contrib-
ted o the rich diversity of cultures in Africa. Scholars have traced these
migrations by studying language patterns. Thoy have learned, for exam.
Ve, that West African farmers and herders migrated to the south and
st between about 1000 B.C. and A.D. 1000. Like the Indo-European pec-
pls of Europe and Asia, these West African peoples spoke & variety
f languages deriving from a single common language. The oot
language is called Bantu, which gives this movement its name—
the Bantu migrations.

As they migrated into southern Africa, the Bantu-speakers
Spread their skils in farming, ironvorking, and domesticating
animals, Some existing cultures merged with those of the Bantu-
Speakers wherever they settled. The influence of the Bantu-
theakers s still found in the Languages of the region today.

& Checkpoint How did migration affect the
development of African cultures?
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WITNESS HISTORY o umo

The Value of Salt
101526 Hassan b Mo 30 known 2 Leo
Affcanus publshed anaccount of s aves trough
Northand Vies Afc, Her hedescrbes he e of
goods aded in Gan a iy i the Afican ingdom of Mol
66itis a wonder 1 see what plntyof merchandise s
dailybrought hither,and how costy and sumptuous
[lavish] all things be. Horses bought i Europ forten
ducatsfcoins) arehere sl again o fory . and
spicesare sld t a igh at:but o l other o
‘modities salt is most extremely dear expensivel??
Focus Question, How did the Kingdoms of
WestAfica develop and prosper?

Kingdoms of West Africa

Objectives

« Understan why gol and ot e important
in early Africa.

= Desrbe how the rulers of Ghang, Mal, and
Songhei bt strong kingdoms.

« Summarze how other West Afica soieties
developed

Terms, People, and Places

suplos ™
commodty Warsa uss
Ghana Songhai
Sundata

Note Taking

Reading SKil Identify Causes and Effects
s you ead tis section, ook fo clus that signal
cause and efect. Then use a flowchat e the one:
below to record your fidings

Causes Event Efects

wrople | |oros ot
beame || s || deves
famers i bemein
iages

345 Kingdoms and Trading States of Africa

§ Trading centers like that of the city of Gao developed over time
 throughout Africa as trade extended beyond village borders. Some
of these medicval cities hocame wealthy international commerial
centers. Betuween 800 and 1600, several powerful kingdoms won
cantrol of these prosperous cties and their trade.

Trade in the Sahara

Salt was rare in many regions of Africa. It vas, however, impor
tant to human health. This combination made it highly prized asa
trade item. The carliest development o trade in the region, how-
ever, was tied to another important development—agriculure.

Surplus Leads to Trade As the Sahara dried out, some Nealithi
‘peaple migrated southwar into the savanna, an area of grasslands
hat was good for farming: By AD. 100, settlod agricultural villges
were expanding, especially along the Senegal and Niger rivers and
around Lake Chad. This expansion from farming villages to towns
was due, in part, o the development o trade.

Farming villages began to produce a surplus, that is, mor®
han they needed. They began to trade their surplus food for proc-
ucts from other villages. Gradually, a trade network linked the
savanna to forcst lands in the south and then funneled goods
across the Sahara to civilizations along the Mediterrancan and in
Southwest Asia. From West Africa, caravans crossed the Sahara
carrying leather goods, kola nuts, cotton cloth, and enslaved peo
ple. From North Africa, Arab and Berber merchans brought silk
metal, beads, and horses.
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fading Gold for Sait Two preducts, gold and salt, dominated the
Sihara trade. Gold was widely available in the area of present-day
hana, Nigeria, and Sanegal. 1t was found in the soil along rivers in var-
s forms, including gold nuggets and dust. Experts today estimate that
Betwoun AD. 500-1600 about eight tons of gold were exported annually
from West Africa.

nexchange, West Africans traded for an equally important commodity,
e valuable product—sal. Poople need salt in their dict, especially in hot,
{ropical aras, to replace salt lost in perspiration. Sal was alsa important
o e use in food preservation. The Sahara had an abundance of salt. At
Tughaza, in the central Sahara, people even built homes out o blocks of salt.
Bt in the savanna, several hundred miles south, salt was searce. In fact,
hen caravans reached the kingdom of Ghana, merchants would pay one
pound of gold for one pound ofsalt

'as farming and trade prosporeds cities. developed on the northern
edgos ofthe savanna. Soon sixong/ monarchs arose, gained control o the
{aost profitable trade routes, and built powerful kingdoms

@ Checkpoint How did farming lead to the development of cities?

By A 800, the rulers of the Soninke people were able to unite many
farming villages and create the kingdom of Ghana. (The present-day
country of Ghana is not the same as this ancient kingdom. Modern
Ghana chose the name to celebrate Africa’s rich heritage.) The ancient
Kingdom of Ghana was located in the fertile, broad “V” made by the Niger
and Senegal rivers in present-day Mali. From there, the king controlled
gold-salt trade routes across West Africa. The two streams of trade met
in the marketplaces of Ghana, where the king collected tolls on all goods
entering or leaving his land. So great was the flow of gold that Arab
witers called Ghana “the land of gold.”

Cities of Splendor Tho capital of Ghana was Kumbi Saleh, which was
made up of two separate walled towns some six miles apart. The first
town was dominated by the roal palace, which was surrounded by a
eomplex of domed buildings. Here, in a court noted for its wealth and
Splendor, the king of Ghana presided over elaborate ceremonies. To his
People, he was a godlike figure who administered justice and kept order.
In the second town of Kubi Saleh, prosperous Muslim merchants from
Dorth of the Sahara lived in luxurious stone buildings. Lured by the gold
‘wealth of Ghana, these merchants helped make Kumbi Saloh a bustling
eentor of trade.

Vocabulary Builder
administer—(od T s ) ut. 0
manage or diroct

Wieights of Gold
I he 14005, ystem of sing standardized
weights nthe form ofbrass igures such as
the one above, o vilgh the gid dust
currency was developed in West Afic. The
brass figures lsoserved  cutural pupose
by epresenting local provebs o trusms.
The golddustctency was used to purchase
ftems such s spices smilr o those below:
Vihy do you think having standardized
weights was important i rade?





image5.png
Fquesrianfigure
om Mali

Sundiata
Soon after defetingSumanguru, he e
‘who had spored im from execution,Sun-
diata (-1255) gained contol of Kumbi
Salh, the capita f Ghan. Overthe next
o decades, Sundota then proceeded f0
expand his power and the Maiempire. n
aditon to s millay eadersip, he was
renowned for is administative and av-
making skl Eve now i leadership i
st et as lements o s egal system il
govern the Malike peopl tody.

Sundiat, whose acievemens ar lg-
endar. s ceebrated 25 a grat hero i
West Afican orl aditons. In fact, West
Afice orots, o stortelers, have pased
down th epic of Sundiata fom memory
for hundreds of years Why do you think
Sundata's accomplishments. are stll
| celebrated today?

Vocabulary Builder
ince (1Al ur uns) . a i and
Ghjectiv attitude tovward opinions and
ractces which dife from one's v,
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Influence of Islam Muslim merchants brought their lslqy
fith with them to the kingdom of Ghana. The king employed i
lims as counselors and offcials, gradually incorporating some!
their military technology and ideas about government. Musliy
also introduced. their written language, coinage, and busiy
‘methods. Although Tslam spread siowly at first, in time, a fow
dwellers adopted the relgion. However, most of the Soninke pegy)
continued to follow their own traditional belicf

‘About 1050, the Almoravids (al muh fAH vuds), pious Muslimg
North Africa, launched a campaign to take control of Ghana’s ta
routes. They eventually overwhelmed Ghana, but were unable
maintain control over their extended cmpire for long. In t
Ghana was swallowed up by a rising new power, the West Afrig
kingdom of Mali

@& Checkpoint What efect did trade have on the West African
dngdom of Ghana?

The Kingdom of Mali
Amid the turmail of Ghana's collapse, the Mandinka poople o t
upper Niger suffered a bitter defeat by a rival leader. Their ki
and all but one of his sons were exceted. According o traditon,
the survivor was Sundiata, a sickly boy regarded as too weak to|
a threat, By 1235, however, Sundiata had crushed his enemies,wa
control ofthe gold rade routes, and founded the empire of Ma

Mansa Musa Rules Mali Maii is an Arab version of i
Mandinka word that means “where the king dwells." The mansas
or kings of Mali, expanded their influence over the gold-mini
regions to the south and the salt supplies of Taghaza, Where cara:
van routes erossed, towns like Timbuktu mushroomed into great
trading cites.

The greatest ruler of the kingdom of Mali was Mansa Mu
(MAftN sah MO0 sah), who came. to the throne in about 1312, H
expanded Malis borders westward to the Atlantic Ocean nad
pushed northward 1o conquer many cities. During his 25-year
reign, Mansa Musa worked to ensure peace and order in his
empire. He canverted to Tslam and based his system of justice o
the Quran. However, in order to ensure prosperity and peace in hi
ingdom, he did not impose Islam on the people, but promoted rel
gious froedom and tolerance.

The Hajj of Mansa Musa In 1324, Mansa Musa fulfilled one.
the Five Pillars of Islam by making the hajj, or pilgrimage
Mecea, Through his pilgrimage, Mansa Musa showed his dovot
to Islam. Ho also forged new diplomatic and economic ties i
other Muslim tates. [ addition, he brought back scholars, arch
tects, and teachers who helped promote slamic education in Mal:
In fact, an slamic university was built in Timbuktu, whid
attracted students from far and wide. This movement of wealt
people, and ideas increased Mali's renown.

& Checkpoint What did Mansa Musa accomplish during his
reign over the kingdom of Mali? J
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ingdom of Songhai (SAWNG hy).

In the 14005, disputes over succossion weakened Mali. Subject peoples
broke away, and the empire shriveled. By the 14605, the wealthy trading.
ity of Gao (gow) had hecome the capital of the emerging West African

Extending the Empire Songhai devaloped on the fetie rgion a6 the
b1 o the Niger River in present-day Mali and Niger. Between 1464
2041492, the soldier-king Sonni Al buil the largeststate that had over
isted n Weat Africa. Sonni Al bronght trade routes and wealthy cites
ke Timbuktu under his control. Unlike the rulers of Mal, ho did not

African Kingdoms and Trading
States, 1000 B.C. ~AD. 1600
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Thinking Cri
1. Draw Conclusions Why doyouthink
Westan East Aficasaw aseis of
Kingdoms develop within the same

generl aeas?
. Analyze Information How vas
soutier Afica comnected 0 the

ans-Saharen rade system?

#dopt Islam, but instead followed traditional religious beliefs.
Soon afer Sonni Alfs death in 1492, hawever, the emperor Askia
hbmmad set up & Muslim dynasty: He forther oxpanded the erritory
1 Songhas and improved the governmen. To run the cmpire me eff-
enty, ho set up a bureaucracy with separate departments for farming,
 military, and the treasury. Each was supervise by offcials appointed

Y the emperor
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