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Early Modern Europe, 1450-1789

taxes 0 raising other ssues of policy. and they were clarly not willng to accept
any lessening in their rol.

James inherited Hlizabeths problems, but boasted none of her tactical
political skils. Like al early modern monarchs, Hlizabeth used patronage very
Tavishly rewarding favorites with postions and offices - and often the income
that went with them - for their service. Those who loped for advancement
flocked to London and (o the court in the same way French aristoctais later
would to Versaills. Patronage seckers included some of the great nobles, who
held seats in the House of Lords, but also the lowerlevel nobility - what in
England are usually termed "gentry” - and wealthy merchants and profession:
als al of whom were represented in the House of Commons. In contrast 1o
France and Spain, English nobles and gentry did not look down on commer.
cial ventures, and they were not tax-exemp. Both gentry and urban merchans.
galned. cconomically from England' overses trade, and also invested in new
‘commercial ventures at home, gradually gaining more land and wealth than
e high nobility. Members o the House of Commons were better educated as
well a5 wealthier by the seventeenth century, and they were intent on making
sure that fhey had a voice in determining the taxes they were oblged 0 pay.
and other matters of public policy.

Some of the gentry and many usban residents, especially in London, were
also dissatsfed with the Church of England established by Heny VIIl and

fmed by Elzabth, They DOUgh (ha the chUh Vi s Hirrti

sructure of bishops and elaborate eremoni
Cathlicsm, and they wanted to “pusify” i "
‘Caholicsm. These"Puritans,3s they ecame Known, hd become incrssingly

vocal toward the end of Hlizabeth's eign. and they expected James, who had
been raised in Presbyterian Scotland, to support them. Intead e viewed the
nerarchy of bishaps a a ey support fo royal power.sating flatly. “no bishop,
o king.”

“The war with Spain had let England deeply in debt a James's accesion,
and the struggle 1 pay off these debts gave the House of Commons the lever.
age it eeded to expand its powers. .

e between the Commons and the king. The Com:
‘mons gradualy gained the right to discuss orcign policy 45 el as taxation,
and refused to approve the union of Scotland and England. These disputes
continued under James' son, Charles I (ruled 1625-49), and in 1629 Charles
disolved Pariament and resoived to rule on his ow, He
‘ment by expanding existing taxes in ways that most people co
such as charging inland areas as well s port cities special “ship money” for
defense. Hisarchbishop of Canterbury, Willim Laud (1573-1645),tried o force
al Englsh churches t adopt more laborate ceremonies and services o risk
punishment through 3 newly esablished *Court of High Commission.”

Laud's measures were deeply unpopul in many parts of England. but he
provoked even greater opposition when he tried (o introduce a new prayer
book in Scotland, where the church had been Calvnist in theology for more
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Fig. 20 Rulers of westem Europe, 1600-1755.
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10 1603, Queen Elizabeth died after ruling for almostfify years. and the English
throne was inherited by her distant cousin James Stuast (1566-1625), the son
of Mary Queen of Scots, who had already been king of Scotland for thirty-
fve years.James had come o the Scottish throne as an infant, and had been
raised by advisors who accepted Calvinist theology and supported the Scottsh
Presbyterizn church structure, in which power was held by elected councils,
called presbyterie, rather than by appointed bishops. He gained an excellent
ducation, bu also developed a strong sense of the divine right of kings: as
e saw above, in & specch to the English Parliament shortly after he assumed
the throne, James described himself s their “natural father.”responsible only.
o God. His audience in Parliament, especially the House of Commons, did not
ageee. During Hlizabeth'sseign, they had gone beyond discussing and approving.
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group who calied themselves Levellrs, primarily members of the army, advo-
cated abolshing the House of Lods and extending the vote t al adult male.
instead ofonly those with  cerain amountof property: this poltical cgalitr.
fanism disturbed most members of Parliamen. Radical relgious groups such
a5 the Ranters preached that God was i everyone, o that people should i
T o
idings. Under the leadership o George Fo (1624-94)and his wife Margaret
Fell Fo (1614-1702),the Society. o Friends - called “Qualkers” by their detrac
fors because they somerimes shoolk when “moved by thespiit - aso stresed
equality amon Christians, going so far 25 to sugeest hat wornen should have
the right t preach and minister o others if they had the spirit. All of these
deas were spread by word of mosth, s Quaker preachers and Leveler orators
spoke an steet corners and town squares, and lso communicated through
posters. pamphiets, and cheap books

Hghiing began in the summer of 1642, and was generaly indecisive for
Several years. In 1645, Olivr Gromwll (1599-1658), 3 member of the genry
and 2 leader in the House of Commons, convinced Farlament 1o create &
* completely gorganized army, the New Model Army, with himself s command.

G Wity (1609-76) s  bore
g maker who began hasing s vors i
1649 eling i tht e eath ol b hedin
common.He wiote s of pamphie ing ot s
ews ecsming th lader o o commrity o
ke mindedpecpecalingfor an e o prvat
propey: Ty cale hrmsehes o Levers. thgh
ek deactrs cled thm Digees becoe ey
demorstted e s st of et e,
e down hedge and g p flds hthad
prviousy been hld i comenan by lags bt were
o owned by gty The T Lvelarsaferd ol
i o more il th gnerahy
Propry-uning members ofthe House of Commons
ok ccgt, an they vt orced o scp i
acions.Winsareyused eigious, morl,ad pstcl
rounds nrging Hs dess
I th begioin of e the grstGrestor made he
eath 0B 3 common e o prserebeasts,
s s and man th v st was o gove s
reson . Notoneuerd was spoen i he
begiing thatone banchof markin should e
oveanater . Bt sellsh imaginations - id st
up o o tschsnd ol over acthr.And
therehy - was brovghtn o bondage, and
becam 3 geter et uchof i our Hind thn
e beasts of thefed et i, Ao herupon he
et v hdgd ko endosures byt tachers
nd s nd th thrs were e sl And

ot corts ot s vt s creton msde 3 comon

sonord, 3 f e wee 3 espectr o prsons,
eighingin the conorabe elhood o some and
e nthe miseablepovertyand st of
s Fom th bgiving s ot 0 The
poorst i hth 8 e &G and o ight o the

oo h dchst mn e oo e i the.
e cjoyment o th earh 1 hecommon pople
Ho n ot eedon i Egland bt ory o v
among el eldsbrothrsad work o thm o
e wht redom ihen have ey n Engand more
v can e Ty o Fance? - Al o
hat s n grounded upon ey and eson, ot
Fhing 3 unvers e 131 g 10 b it
ffukth heKigs heod  Weresoeer thre s+
peape .. uned by cormon commriycf
eihood nocnencs, il become e songest
Lond i the wor: o then thy il b s o ran 0
et hleahertnce . Whaess o the ter
side,pleacin o propryand sl trest ddes
e peple of s and and te ol wod it pories,
st o of ol eor nd bodhed st
Cortanion ovenyahere . But when onc he et
ecames s common ey gan o st

hen i cnmiy fall s i cose.

(From G H.abie, The Works ofGerond instoney
Bkl s P 541155 510
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than seventy-five years. The Scots revolted and invaded England, and in 1640
Chiarles was forced to call Parliament to pay for an army to fght the Scots. This
Pasliament, called the "Long Parliament” because it met fo thirteen years, was
dominsted by men with longstanding grievances against the king, and refused

separate royal courts, and impeached Archbishop Laud. It discussed depriving
the bishops oftheir vaes in the House of Lords. and even doing away with the
episcopal structure completely. Charles met these demands, as he was faced
with both the Scotdsh invasion and a rebelion in Ireland, in which English
Catholcs often joined with their Gacli coeligonists agains: Protestant Scot
ish and newer Englsh immigeants. Some members o the House of Commons
wranted o g0 frther, however, and give Parliament control over the army. the
church, and the appointment of al udges and offcals. Charles reused, and
also maneuvered 1o take back some of the measures he had already agreed
upon. He began to recrui,a separate army from among the nobilty and gen-
y who were loya t i, and gradually the eountzy splitnto two camps: the
erates in between. England
headed toward civil war in what would be the only fullscale revolution in
Europe i the seventeenth century.
‘Tooking back s this dramatic period of English history. historians have tred
1 determine what would make people oin one sde or theother. The lines weze
often confsin, bt there are some definite rends, Relgion was  mijor factor;
in general, Puritans seeking further reformation of the Church of England were
parliamentrian, though there were also some Puritans who supported the
monschy. Many people worred that the king planned (0 return the country

o legince o Kome.gon ol a s he ot nd st of ngnd.
peludIEREE: {to support Pacliament;, while the north

and west backed the king. This meant that the more cosmopolitan,richer.and
_ wuntcy opposed the king. Pariamentarians
er; they nosalgically remermbered (or imagined) what
e had beea like under "Good Queen Bes,”and thought that the *foreign”
Stuarts had broken ith these “English” traditions of monarchy. Sometimes
the lines reflcted local and personal conflcts: as in the Reformation. rivals
various localtes tolc opposing sids, each hoping 10 gain Land o power
the other side lost. Also as in the Reformation - and in late revolutions
throughout the world ~ printed pamphiets whipped up support, with each
side portraying the other 2s foolish or evil Censorship and other restrictions
on publiation were ot enforced during the chaos of the 16405. and a wide
range of authors ook the apportunity o publish politcal and religious works
that might othervise have been banned.
‘Those works include many that offered radical plans for change. which
were also discussed oraly in businesses, houses, and other meeting places. A
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Cromwell whipped the army ino a fervo with sermons and hymns, paid it
very well, and turned it into a formidable fighting force. Charles was forced
1o surrender, but the Commons quarreled about what to do next. Cromwell
captured the king, and dismissed those members of Paliament who disagreed
With him. The remaining members of Parliament sometimes called the Kump
Parliament, bolished the House of Lords, ried Charles for high treason and
exccuted him, to the horror of most of Europe 2nd much of England.

“Ths Jeft Oliver Cromwell maser of England, and the army as the most
povectil i i A . ol (RO

rge itated him having even more |

‘Parliament, proclaimed quasi-martial law. and ruled as virtually a military
dictator, dividig the country into twelve districts ruled by major generals. He |
was ruthless agaist the rebellion in reland, crushing it and further enhancing

Irish hatred of the English; by 1659 Catholics owned less than 10 per cent of
the land in Ireland. Offcially Cromwell was tolerant in religion (in England),

allowing al Protestant Cheistians the right t© worship freely and welcoming
Jews back o Bngland after centuries of excision, but in practice he enforced

‘measures supported by Puritans, such 4s closing the theatres and forbidding

sports.

Wide discussion of plans for change smong radical groups, and other sorts of
social turmoil, made Cromwell more intent on maintaining order and control.
He banned newspapers, hired innkeepers as spis, and ordered the postal sys-
tem to open and read all letters. Such measures widened the opposition to his
rule, and conspirators gathered around the young Chales,the son of Charles I,
Who was safely in France. Cromuwell appointed his own son Richard - popularly
known as “Tumbledown Dick” - as his successor, but after Cromwell's death
in 1658 factions were divided about what 1 do next and Parliament instead
backed the restoration of the Stuart manarchy. Most people were weary from.
o of darupin. 14 o Qe

and those who refused 1o receive communion ia the
Church of England could not vote, hod public offc. atend universiy. o
‘preach. Not surprisingly, Charles had good relations with the Parliament that |
had brought him back; he regained the right to summon Fatiament by agree-
in o do s ey He led hugh 2 1o ofsvr who e ko
‘members of Prliment, Known 2 the "Cabal” from the it iniils of thele
names, they formed 2 group of chief advsors that Jate ame to be called a
cabine of ministers.

0 eturn for aving s sight 0 aprove txes assured. Parlament informally
agteed 0 provide Chirles with enough revenue t run the ingdom, but it did
Dot and Charles tuned o the wealhiet sate i Europe o make up the
ifference: France, I a secrt agreemen withs Louis XNV, Charles received 3




