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The New Imperialism

FOCUS QUESTION: Wt s o e
(@ 377 o e i s i s

i Buropesn imperilsm bave on Afica and Asis?

In the 13505,
ble for overseas tertory. This “nesw imperialism,” s some
have cilled i, led Europeans to carve up Asia and Afica
‘What explains the mad scramble for colonies aftr 15507

ropean sttcs embasked o an ncense scram:

Causes of the New Imperialism

The inence of compeiive rasimsust and rowing
satonalin afer 1870 was undovinedly a maor determinant
in e grow of he new imperlia. As European afies
g o, heightened compeiion pined Buropean sates
o el clonesaboad tha rovided por and osing
s o thr avis Grea. Brain Jor exampl, ofren
expandec i e egioms o o scamcnic easons bk 1
keepthe Frech, German, o Russans from stig up ascs
it coud arm B et Colonis were alf e
of imemationd] prsie. Once the scnambl for coloies
begen filure o encs e race wes pereived a a sign of

weakness, orally unsccepable to an apiring grest power. A
a Bricsh foregn minister wrote, "When 1 left the Foreign
Office in 1580, nobody thasght about Afcs, When | rerurned
o it in 1885, the nations of Europe were almost quareling
with esch other 38 to the various portions of Afica which
they should obtain.™” Late minetcenth-century. imperalism
was closey tied o nationalist.

Parsonc fervor was often used 0 arouse nterest in mpess
alism. Schools used mnaps of clonial ereioris n teaching g
ography. Newspapers and magazines ofin festured sodiers
Jesters dhat made smperiaham seem & heroic adventure on
behalf of one's country. Volunteer groups,such 35 geographic
socities and naval leagues, ostered enthusiasm for imperial
advenrures. Plays were even writen (0 excle people bout
expansion sbroad

THE ROLE OF SOCIAL DARWINISM AND RACISM Imperia
m was a0 ted to social Darwinism and racsm. As noted
earier,socal Darwinist beleved that n he srugge becween
natans,the fit are vicorious and survive. Superior aces must
dominate nferor races by milary force to show how strong.
and virle they are. As Britsh profesor of mathematics Karl
Pearson argued in 1900, “The path of progress i szewn with
the wrecks of naions;waces ate everywhere o be seen ofthe
{slaughtered remains]ofinferor races. .. Yet thse dead peo-
pl are, in very truth, the scpping sones on which mankind
has aisn to the higher intelecrual and decper emotional lfe
of today.”™ Others were cqually biunt. One Englshman
wrote, “To the development of the White Man, the Black
Man and the Yellow must eve remain nfeior, and as th for
mer nased iself bigher and yec higher, so did these laer
seem 10 shrink oot of humaniy and appear neares and nearer
o the brutes"*

o

The White Man’s Burden

Pears’ Soap

o o i i g e ik o of . o o
oo vy < o el o 1

Sosp and the Whita Mans Burden. The onceptof h "
mars e e h e het the superiry of i
el obgud urspeas  impose hle prcies o sppovedy
imics aamabics, Thi advesemen o s’ S csly
Eommunices he urcpesnview of e eporsbly owaed et
peie.

~RELIGIOUS MOTIVES Some Europeans ook 4 mor relgious
or hamaniarian spprosch o imperiaism, arguing that Euo.
peans had a mors. responsbily to civiie ignorant pecples.
“This notion of the “white man's burden” (see the box on p
746) helped a lest the more idealiic ndividuals raonlize
mperislism in theiz own minds, One Beitsh oficial declared
it the Brith Empire “was under Providence, che gredtest
nstcument for good that the world has seen.” Thousands of
Caholic and Protesant missionaces went broad 0 seek con
verts t thei faith. Nevertheles, the bele that the superior
ity of thei civlzation obligacd thern <o impose modern
ndustries and new medicnes on supposedly primitve non
Whites wssyet another form of acsm.

THE ECONOMIC MOTIVE Some historias have emphasized
an cconomic motiation for imperalism. There was a great
Gemand for naturil sesources and. products not found. in
‘Western counties, such as rubber,of, and tn ostead of just
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wading for these. products, European investors advocated
diree control of the aress where the raw materls were
found. The large surphucs of captal éha bankers andl indus.
wilss e sccumulating ofen cncouaged them 1o seck
igher ates of rofit i underdeveloped areas. Al of these fac
tors comivined o crea a3 economic imperialism wherehy.
European firance dominated the economic aciviy of a irge
partof the world. This cconomic mperialism, however, wis
ot nccessirly the same thing a5 colonial expansion. Bus
esses invested where i was most profable, o necesarly
where their own countris had colomal exapies. For example,
less than 10 percent af French foregn fnvestments before
1914 went o French colonies most of th rest went t0 Latin
American and Exzopean courtris. Even the Bitish had more
ade with Bielgium than with ] of Afica in the 18905 It
Should sso be semembered that much of the colonal ter
oty that was scquired was mere wastelnd from the perspec
tive of industilzed Burope and. cost more o adminiser
than i procuced cconamically. Ol the search for natonal
presige ol jusfy such loses.

Folloses of Karl Marx were cspecially eager o argue thas
ampesalism was ecoomically motvated because they asoct
seed imperilisr with the uliate cemise o the apials: sys
tem. Masx bad hinted at this aegament, but it was one of s
fllowers, she Russan V. L Lerin (sce Chapier 25), Who in
Ingerialon,the Highs Stge of World Captaliom developed the
e that capialism lead to imperialisn. According (0 Lerin,
a5 the cpialist system concencrses mose wealh n everfewer
hands, the possibiit for imvestment a home is exhausted, and
capialiss are forved o invest sbroad, esablh colonics, and
xploit small, wesk natiens. In his viw, then,the ol care for
imperalim was the destrucion of capi

The Scramble for Africa

Before 1850, Europens conteolled relaively lee of the Af
can contisent I 1875, Europeans ruled 11 percent of Africs:
by 1902, 90 percent. Fasir, when the economic ineress
were more limied (in the case of Afca, primary the shave
trade), European staes ad generally been saisied to deal
with exising independent saes rather than atempUng (©
establish dires contrl over vast terstores. For the most
par, the Westesn presenc in Africa had been limied to con-
wolling the segional trade network and esublishing 2 few
foothelds where the foreigners could cary on trade and s

. sonary actviy, During the Lt two decades of the nineteents

century, however,the quest for colonies becsme 3 scramble
a5 all of the major Guropean sutes engaged in a land
grab (sce Map 24.1). This new imperalism employed Euro-
pean miliary srengh snd sndustrial techiology o control
e ersiaries, sing localy rained iliary 1 carry out the
eppression ofloca populacions.

SOUTH AFRICA Durin the Napoleoric wars, the Brish bad
estblished dhemselves in South Afica by aking control of
Cape Town, orginally founded by the Dutch. Ale the wars
the Britsh encouraged sectes t© come 10 what they called
the Cape Colony. Brivh polces disgusted the Bocrs
{BOORS or BORS) or Afkaners (ah-fr-KAH-nurz, as the
descendirts of the Dutch coloriss were called, and in 1835
led therm o migrate norch on the Great Trek (0 the region
besween the Orange and Vaal Rivers (ater known ss the Or-

ange Free Stte) and noth of the Vaal River (the Transval).

Hostiltiesbetween the Britsh and the Bocrs consinued, bow

ever.In 1877, the Brish governor of the Cape Calony seized
the Transvaa (trans VAHL) but a Roer revol led the Brtish

The New imperialisn m 747




image3.png
Atlantic

Ocean

s ek

MozAvIQUE,
SWAZILAND.
BASUTOLAND.

— [ Ton

The Strugge for South Arca

S R —

lnked by a ralroad. His imperist
ambitions led 10 his downfill in 140,
howerer, when the Tiidsh governmcnt

Ocean

fosced him 10 esign a5 prime miniscr of
the Cope Calony sfce be conpired 10
overhvons the Boer government. of the
South Affcan Republc withowt Bl
approval. Although the Brtsh govern:
ment had hoped to avaid war with the
Bocrs, it could mot stop exrens

ot sides fom precipatng a confic
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MAP 24,1 Aficain 1914, The roorExropean e s o caive colories wes
i by  combation ffcor: thnoed for s anel fuling atons o v,
ancarnt of erationsl i, culers o sl fesing, expresion of ol

Darinian, vt  desr 12 “clze” on Europeans

I@] O th two countrie it the gt maunt oftrton in Afc,whic ane's coorios
2. 12 move aeogephicaly concentted, ant ot coukt both bonofts o hs?

government to recogpize Transvsal 3 th independent South
Alican Republic. These struggles beteen the Britsh and the
Boers did not prevent cither white group from massacring
and sbijugating the Zelu (200-100) snd Xhoss (KHOH-
sub) peoples of the regon,

In the 1s80s, Brich policy in South Afca‘vas lrgely
decermiped by Cecil Rhodes (1553-1902). Rbodes founded
both dismond snd gold comparics that monopalized produc
tion of these precious commodites and crabled him (o gain
control o a teritory north of Trsnsvaal that he named Rho-
desin afer sl Rhodes was  great champion of Brkish
expansion. He said once, "I there be a God, 1 hink what he
srould ke e 10 do i 10 aint as much of Afeca Brih red

a5 possble” One of his ook was o create @ seres of Britsh

THE BOER WAR The Boer War b
i 1899 and dragged on i 1902 5 he
Boers proved to be an effcive oppes
et Due to the oers”use of gaernls
tactics, the Briish susained high canel

ties and mmerse expenses in secuing
vicary. Almost 450000 i and ine
peril forces were necded <o delest
87,000 Boers st 3 cost of 2200 itsh
deth. Mass newspapers in. Biivin
reported on the igh csualies, costs
and brusitessganst Boer wornen 24
chikren, causng s public outery and srousing antwse sen
men o bome. B

o had won, but the cost of the Hoer

War desmonstrsted that incressed. iy and mon
invesement would be needed to mantain the Brish Eropire

Brtish policy toward the defated Boes was remarkaby
conclistory. Transvanl and the Orange Free Seate bad repre
sentative governments by 1907, and i 1910, the Union of
South Affcs was created. Like Canad, Ausralia, and New
Zesland, it became a fully el governing: dominion wihi che
Brish Empic,

PORTUGUESE AND FRENCH POSSESSIONS Bfore 184
the anly other European seclementsin Afica had beeo madc
by the French and the Poruguese, The Portugecse had held
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on (0 their sewlements in Angola on the west coast and
Mozambique on the casc coas. The French had started the
conques of Algeria in Muslim North Afica in 1630, shtbough
it wss ot il 1879 chat French civilian rule v establihed
there, The next year, 1880, the Esropean scramble for posscs
sion of Aficabegan in carnest By 1900, the French had added
the huge area of French West Afica and Tonisia o thee Af
cin empire. In 1912, they exablished a protectorste over
much of Morocco; the rest was e o Spain.

‘OTHER BRITISH POSSESSIONS The Brtsh ook an active
interest i Egypt after the Suez Canal was opened by the
French in 1869, Belicuing that the canal was thei lfeline to
Indi, the Britsh sought o controlthe canalarea. Egypt was
awellestabiished sate with an autonomous Muslim govern-
‘ment,but thatdid not stop the Brish from Janding an expe-
itonary force there in 1882, Althoightthey claimed that
ther occupation ws only temporiry, they soon escblished
a protectorate over Egyp. From Fgype, he Briish moved
South into the Sudan and seized it afier narrowly avering
v with France. Not to be outdone, Ty joined in the
imperialist scramble. Theit humiliaing defeat by the Ethior
pians in 1896 only led the Itaians t0 ry again in 1911, when
they invaded and scired Ottoman Teipoli, which they
renamed Libya

BELGIUM AND CENTRAL AFRICA Cenral Afica was also
added 0 the st of European colories, Popula interest i the
forbiddingly dense topica jungls of Central Afrca was fist
scoused in the 18605 and 15705 by explorrs,such as the Scor

s missionsry David Livingstone and the Briish-American
journalise Henry M. Stnley. But the real iving force for the
colonizstion of Centrl Affca was King Leopold Il (1865
1509) of Belgium, who rushed enthusiasically nco the pursic
of empie in Afica: “To open to civlzation,” he said, “the
enly part of our lobe where it has not yet penetsated, ©
pice the darkness which cnvelops whole populations, i &
crusade, if | may say 50,  crusade worthy of this cencury of
progress” Profi, however, was far more important 0 Leo

pold than progress; his reatment of the Aficans was o brutal
that even other Europeans condemped his acions. In 1576,
Leopold created the ntermatioral Associacion for the Explors

on and Civlzation of Cental Afica and engaged Herry
Stnley 1o esublish Belgian seulements in the Congo.

‘Alarmed by Leopeld's actions, the French also moved into
the ericory nash of the Congo River

‘GERMAN POSSESSIONS Berween 1884 and 1900, most of
the rest of Afrca s carved up by the Buropean powers.
Germany entered the ranks of the imperialist powers a¢ his
ime, Iniall, Bismarck had downplayed the signiicance of
colonies, but as domestic palidcal pressures for & German
empie intensified, Bistarck became 2 poliical convert 10 col-
onials (see the box on p. 750 As b expressd i, “Al
colonial busines i 2 sham, but we necd i fo the elections.”
‘The Gesmans established colonies in South West Afici, the
Gameroons, Togoland, and Tanganyika.

IMPACT ON AFRICA By 1914, Bitin, France, Germany, Bel-
giom, Spain, and Portugal had carved up the eniee Afican
continent. Only Liberi, founded by emancipated American
laves, and Eehiopia resmained free states. Despite the humani
acian rationalzations about the “white man's burden,” Africa
had been conquered by European sttes determined to create
colonia empies (s the bax on p. 746). Any peoples who
dared 1o resis (wich the exception of the Eihiopians, who
defeated the Ialins) were simply devastated by the superior
miltary force of the Buropeans, In 189, Sudanese eibesmaen
atempied 1o defend taci independence and stop a Brish
expediton armed with the recently developed machine guo.
In'the ensuing Batte of Omdarman (om-coor MAHN), the
Sudanese were massaceed. One observer noted, “I was 00X
battle but an execution.... The bodies were not in heaps—
boies hardly ever are; butthey spread evenly over acres and
acres. Some lay very composedly with their Sippers placed
under their heads for a last pllow: some knelt, cut shor in
the middie of 4 last prayer. Ohers were torn to pieces.”"
“The casualies ax Omdurman tell the story of the onesided
conflcs between Earopeans and Afians: weny-¢ight Bt
ish deaths 0 11,000 Sudsncse. Miitary superiity was fe
quenty accompanicd by brutal treatmen of blacks. Nor did
Europeans hesitte to deceive the Affcans to gin ther way.
One South Afican king, Lo Bengula, informed Queen Victo
sin sbout hov e bad been cheated:

Souu tine 350 pacy of men o  my counn, th prn-
pal onesppesin; o be & man called o, They sked me
for  pace 1 digfor gol,and sid hey would give e cr-
i ings for the righ 10 o 50,1 3 them 0 bring what
ey could giv and 1 would s them what 1 world give
2 document was it and presencd o e o sipatue. |
sked what it contined, and was 10 that i & were my
words and the words of those men. | put my hand 10
Abost thrce months ferwards | heaed from other sources
i i given by that docorment e ight ol the iverals
ofmy couney. "

‘Great Trek ofthe Boers 3
‘Opening of he Suez Caral 069
Leopold ofBegum establshes stements 1876
in the Congo
Brishsezure of Transvssl w7
rench conguest o Algeria w9
Biish expedsionaryforce n gy w82
Exhopans defea e taans 1896
Bacde of Omdurman in he Sudin 1a98.
Boer War 18991507
Union o South Afica 910
Il seze Tl w1
French procecorate over Morocco, o
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