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The Atlantic Slave Trade
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Doy e i s e 105 Ntk who by
prisoners from various princes and sl the 10 Europeans.
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e o e o, h Negro s pt s
i s vl e b e sl
s e s s come 1o
g shocks e fens i nd i e desiny
e e s sy

e ot s, e Negos e
e b of h i, i s s
e e i fdydos it pene, bt o which b
i odcnd by it of s purp. Ty Some
Srpiing oo dnlowd 0t The conmming
s sty which ey e rdced would
b e . s ey v ok g f
the means for an attempt upon their fives. Without any kind. i
o dopin ol b il el o e wahl

eyesofthe slors i chargeany istrment 3p o allevisie
et despair. The fea of  revol,such 3 sometimes hppens
o the voyage from Guinea, s th busis ofa common
Concern and produces s many guards s thre ae e n the
Crew, The lighest nose or 3 scret. convesaion among two,
Negpoes b purished with tmost severiy. Al n al the
oyage i made in  continous sace of aarm o the part of
he whie men, who fst & revol and i  cruel sae o
ancetiny on the patofthe Negross, who do 1t know te
e swaiing them,

When the vessel arsves at & por in the Anle,they
ar taken 10 & warchouse where they are displayed,like
“ny merchandie, 0 the eyes of buyers. The plantion
‘owner pays sccording to the ag, rength and beskth of
the Negro e 1 buying, He has him taken to i lantaton,
nd thee he s delivered 1o an overseer who then and there
becomes his tormentor, In orde to domesticate him, the
Negro s granied  few days ofrest i his new piace, but
soon he s given & boe and sekle and made 10 jon 3
ork gang, Then he casés to wder about his Bt he
undertands that oely labor i demande of im. But he
does ot know et how excesive tislabor will be. A5 3
{marer of ac, s work begins st davn and does not end
efore nightll. it s interupted or ol o hoursat
inertime, The food 3 Rull grown Negro s ghen cach
week consists of two pounds of it becfor cod and two.
potsof tapocs meal. ... A Nego of welve or thirteen
Jearsor under s gven oaly one por of meal and one
ound of bee o cod. In pace of food some planters v
hie Negoes th lbrty of working fo themslves every
Suturday: othersare even less generous and grant them this
Jibersy only on Sudays.and balidys.

[@] et does i ccunt e st e natre ofhe
DA ive vace an whie dtvtucis toward biscs nthe
eightoenth ctury?

e ety G, it e ok i 5, L6 son A5

el being ofthei scite. [ lcer t the King of Porugl
{1526, King Afonso of Congo (Bakungo) complaine:

i camn rchon b g e g i, e he
et e ar sain, very day o s, ors
it ad e s of st bl s vassls and oo
e, . and e, S, e corrpionand e
et o oy i, completly depepubicd, and
Vo ghncss should o agee wah s e ccpt 58 0
your e

B protets from Afcans were gencally grored by Eor

eans as well by other Afcans. As a general ul,locl vl
2 viewed the slave tade 32 soure of ncome, and miny

st aders o deenseless villgs in search of unsuspecin

Hiorans osce thought that Eusopeans conroled the
{crms of the save tade and were sbl o obtin viems 3t bat
i pices 11 now lear, however, h Afian middlemen
vt loca s, of rulers—were aive in the process
i were fte abie t dictte the price and nunnber of saves
1o European parchsers. Payment o the sve merchant a5
ke ade i goods, uch s tescles, e, and gors.

EFFECTS OF THE SLAVE TRADE The efecs of the slrve
{eade vrid fom area 0 ares. Of course, t fad wagc eficcs
o e s of the saves and hei e, These was 0 1
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cconomic price 35 the importaton of cheap manufactured
soods from Eseope vndermined local cotsge industies and
forced countess imles no povery. The save trade also
Ted 10 the depopulation of some areas and depived many

Afcan commnitcsofthei youngest aad ssongest men

e politeal effecs ofthe shave tade were also devsta
g, The need o maintain  constant soppy of slves led 10
nceeased warsee and vioence as African chiefyand ther ol
lowers, armed it guns acquired from the trade in sives,
inceeased theie rids and wars on ncighborin peogles A few
Buropeans Jamented what they were doing (0 radidonal AT
can sodties One Dutch slve trader remarked. *From us
they have leamed s, quareling, drunkenness, eickery
heft, unbrdied desie for what i not ooc's own, misdecds
nknown 1o hem before, and the accused st for g
Neverteles, the slave ade.continued, with devancing
s for some Africa s,

Despit a tising chorus of humaitaria sensmenss for
European fvellctals, the e of biack saves. remained
Ligely acceprable 0 Western socity. Europeans continued
0 view blacks s infeior beings f privarly for ve abor,
Not unil the Socity of Fricnds, known a the Quskers, began
1 iz savery in the 17705 nd exchode fom thirchurch
any member. adhering 1o shve raficking did Eoropean

sentiment for the abolivon of slavery begin t buikd. Even
her it was o unl he rcicl sage. of th French Revalu
o i the 1790 that the French sholshed lvery. The B
b olowed st in 1507, Despite the chminstion of the
Afrcan soure,savery contimed i th nwly oxmed Unied
St une the il Warof the 18605

The West in Southeast Asia
Portugas effors to domimte the trade of Soubeass Ass
were ever totally sccsssful. The Porugeese lcked both the
umhers and the wealth t overcome loalseiance and ol
onize the. Asian negons. Poraul's empire was smply 100
large and Pormuga too sl o maintin fe. One Portguese
chronicer lamented, "My couny. oh my county. Too
Ieavy s ch ask tha b been i o your shoulders. Day 2
ter day 1 watch the ships leaving your shores filed sbusys
it your best and bravet men. And too many do not
Who then i ef ol the ik, o harvest che
Erapes, 0 eep the enemy on our s at bayy ™ By the
end of the sterth centry, nes Enropesn mval d entered.
ihe .

(One ofthem s Spin. Th Spanish had csabhed tern-
selves n the regfon when Magelan anded i th Philppincs.
Altnough he was kiled ther, he Spanish wese sbl 10 g
contol over the Philppines, which eveotully became 4
major Spanish base in the tade aceos the Pacifc. Spanish
ships cariod 1k and e ey goods o Mesico fn return
for siver from the ines of Mesico

“The primary thres o he Portuguese Ermpire in Southase
i, howerer, came with the amvl of the Dotch and the
Engit, who wer better fanced than the Porguese. The
Shil in power began in the cary seveneenth century when
the Dutch sived 1 Potuguese fre in the Mlceas and then
sradually pushed the Poruguese out ofthe spce wade Do
ing the nex 8y years, the D oceupie mst of the Poru-
e cosstl fors slang he.wde outes thaovghout the
Indian Ocean, ncluding the sand of Ceylon (oday's St
Lanka), and seized Malaces n 1641, The ageressive Duch
drove the Englsh traders out of the spice market 35 well,
evennualy resricing the Englih 1o  single port on the
Southern const of Sumate

“Ihe Dutch also began to conslidate tei pliticl and i
ary control over the entize ar. On the iand of s, where
they had csablihed o fore at tavia (buh-TAY-vee-uh)
(modern Jakara) in 161, the Dutch found tat it was eces
sty o bring the inland regions under their contol to poct
hei poskion. On ava and th nelghbori Wand of Sumvatzs,
the Dutch East India Company esttblshed pepper planatons,
which so0n became the source of masive profis for Duch
merchants in Amscerdam, By the end of the cighteenth

the Duch had succeeded in bringing almost the
entire Indonesian arehipelgo under hei cotrel.

The arivalof the Europeans had les impc on mairand
Southeast s, where srong momsschics i Burma-cow
Myanmar (MYAN-mahr)—Thaland, snd Viewmsm ressied
forcign encroachment, i the smeenth centry,  the
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‘ambition he will crucify us all” At lat, in Ociober 1520,
e fond i, pasing through a narrow waterway (1
mamed the St of Magelan) and envsging o an
nknown ocean that e caledthe Paciic Sea Magelln
reckoned that t woold the be  shot disance o the
Spice nnds ofthe East, but he wasbadly miscaken,
Week sfier week, b and i cewsald on ctos the
Pacic s her food supplics dwindied. According 0 one
account, “When their ¢ biscit bad one. they seapec
he mggots out o the casks, mashed them and seved
themss grue. They madecakes out ofsaweust soaked.
it che tin ofratthe rts thrselves, s delcacie,
had long e been huntedto extinction” At st hey
sached the sandstht woul e be calld he
Phiippines(afics King Phip 1 o Sain, where Magellan
et hisdeath ac the hands ofthe naives. Aliough only
one ofhis oigial e of v shipssurived and
retured t Spin, Magelands sl remermbered 3 he
it person 10 rcummavigat e world

At the begining o the st centuy, European.
advensurers ke Magellan had begun aunching small
et ot the vast reschesofthe Adanic Ocean. They
were hardly sware tht they were begining  new exs,
ot only for Eurape,but for the peoples o Asa, Afics,
and the Americss s well. Neverteless, he voyages of
e Europeans marked the begioning of  pocess that
ed 0 rdiclchanges i th polca, ecomomic
colural e ofthe enis worl

Berween 1500 and 1500, European povee cngulid
the workd. I the Americas, Eueapeans stablished
colnies thatspred thixHow, religion, and cltues. I
e sland regions of Southess Ass, Euvopeans ey
esblshed thei rule. n cther pars of Asa and in Afcs,
theis acshvies ranged from trading goods 0 aficking
umans,permanenly airing the hves ofthe local
peoples. T ll egions touched by European expansio,
he indigenous popiesfced exposare o new disesses,
lteraton of e rlgions and customs,and the
mpostion o new laws. 4=

On the Brink of a New World

FOCUS QUESTION: iy id sropesns bgin 1o
L@ 3 o ot icovery snd xansion e
S e et cenry?

Nawere has the dynamic and even rrhess energy of West
em cinlzation been more apparent than i s expansion o
the sst of the workd, By th e ssteenth cemury, the Ak
i sabosrd had become che center of  commeril acity
that rased Poreugal and Spain and e the Dutch Republc
Enghnd, and France 10 prominence. The age of cxpansion
‘was crucil fctor i the Eoropean saniion from the g
fan cconomy of the Midle Ages 1o 3 commercil and
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industrial capitalistic syscem. Expansion also brought Euro.
peans nto new and Tasting contacts wih norEuropean pee,
pls that imsugurated a new age of workl hisory . the
Sinteenth conuy.

The Motives for Expansion

o amos  millnnium, Catholc xrope hd been confined
1o one. geographic arcs. s one major atmpe 1 epand
beyond those frontr, the Crsades, hd gl Sl Of
o, Burop had never compltly st o i he cur
4 wre h goodsof s and s made thelr 3y i
el cses h works o M phlosophers wer s
i mediera ueries, s h i s s cereui,
e Vikings b even e e wy 0 e casen onges of
Norh Améric i 3 aes, conacts i o Evopesn
ielicwions remsined tiited o the cad of the ficehy
Cetury, when Buropess embeked on . rerakabe s of
avenes ourmes, What cased Bunopeans 0 underake s
angeros voyages 0 e s ofthe arts?

FANTASTIC LANDS Europeans fud long el th Lare o lands
outsde Europs s et of 2 arge body of antasy leraure
Sbout “other words” hat blossomed in the Middle Ages.
the foutsents cenury, the uthor of The Tl of Joe
Mandewle spoke of relms (which be ad never sen) Bled
it recioss stons and gokd. Other s were more Figh:
ening and considrsbly less sppealng. In ane couny, “thc
foll be great gants of rwenny-siht for long, or thiny foot
lan.... And thy eat more gladly man's lesh than any ocher
s, Farther north was  Jand inhbited by “Rllcruel and
vl women. And they have preciousstones in theeeyes. And
ey be of that Kind that i hey bebold any man wich wrath
ey slay hm a once with the beholding " Orher wrters,
bowever, eniced Enropeans it descrpions o mystrious
Corian ingloms: the. magis Kingor of Preser Joba in
Afica and & Chrsian commuriy i socthern India that was|
Suppasedly founded by Thamas,an sposte afesus.

ECONOMIC MOTIVES. Altiough Ml consol of Centrs
s cut Europe of from the countis arthe cast, the Mon
ol conquests in the Shicenth cenury had seopened. the
oors. The most amovs meckeval travelers to he East were
he Polos of Vernice. Niceols and Maflo, merchants feom
Verice,accompanied by Niccolds son Mo, undertook the
enighy fourney o the coust of the great Mongol rler Kiubi-
I Khan (1269-1264) i 1271 An ccous of Marco's exprt
ences, the T, was the most informanve of all the
desciptions of Asia by medieval Furopean tavelers (e the
box on p. 405, Others fllowed the Poos, bt i the four
e centry, th congests of the Ottorsan Turks and hen
the bl ofthe Mongol Empir rdced Western wafe 1o
the B, With he closing of the averland rovtcs, 3 mumber
of peaple in Burope became ez in the passbily of
Feacing A by s o gan acxs o the spics nd other pre
o s of the eglon. Chesopher Columbus ad @ copy.
of Marco Polos Traels in i posssson when he began 10
enviion i epoch makin voyage aceos he Adant Ocean

rope and the World: New Encounters, 15001800
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Iarco Polo’s Travels

O OF THE WoST PoRuLAR TExT it meckeval Erope
\wes The Traves of Marco Polo, i which the Venasan
rchant Marco Plo ecounted th sor of s jourmers
hroughout st and South Asi.His deseition of the.
ity of Kinsay—modern Hangihou (HAHNG Joh in
istam China—hoavly iflugnced Europears

ncaption of Asia

Mareo Polo, “Description of the Great City
of Kinsey”

When you have Jeft th cy of Changan and have

wseled for thrce days through 4 spendid couniry, pssing.
 umber of ows and wilages, you v 3¢ the most

bl city of Kinsay,  mame which s 1 i s o say

o our tongue “The City of Heavén,” 35 0l you

ctore

Fios and fremst, hen,the document sated the ity
of Kinsay to be o great that i hath  huncred migsof
Compase. Andthee e n it cwelve thousand bridges of
one,for the mos paet 50 Lty thac  rea et could.
pass bencaththem.

“The document sforessd o soted tha the e
s weslthofthe merchants, nd the amoun of goods that
passed through thei hands, s 0 enormous that 10 man
Could form a just stmare thercof

Al he srees ane paved with stone o bric, 2 ndeed
el the highways throughout M, o that you ride
ind ravel i every direcion vibou inconverience.

“There i anosher hing | muse el yoo. 16 the custom or
every burgess ofthis cty, and i it o every desciprion of
person in i, t vrie over b door hisown rame,the name.
i i, snd those ofischilden,hi saves, and 1 he
inmates of his house, and abo the mumber of aionlsdhas e
Keeps. And iy one dies n the house then the mame of hat .
person i crased, nd i ay chid i bo s e i aded.

So1n this way the sovreign i bl  know exacly the
popultion ofthe ciy....

Inthi pareofthe ) ten princpal markes, hough
besides thes there re vt nuber of others n the
e parts o the town. ... each ofthe squaes i held
 market thrce daysin the week, requenied by 4000 or
50,000 pesons,who bring thihe for sle every possble
necessary o e, o tha there i shways an smple supply of
every kind of mest snd game, 3 of ocbuc, red deer, Fllow:
deer, ares, rabbis,paridges. pheasants,francos, g,
fows, capons, and of dcks and geese an inie quancey; or
S0 many ae bred an the Lake thatfo  Verice groatofsver
o can have 4 couple ofducks.

“Those mackes make daly display of every kind of
vegetables and s, and semong the acer there ae
particlae cetain pearsof enorrous s, welghing 35 mch
¢ ten pounds spice.

“To e you an example of the vast consumpion i i
iy et s ke she il of pepper; and that wil el you
o dome messure c esumate what mustbe the quaiy of
vicwal, such a meas, wine, groceis, whih have 10 e
provided fo the general consumpion. Now Meser Mare,
heard it satd by one o the Great Khan's offies f custorns
that the quantiy o pepper izoduced daly or consumpion
o the iy of Kinsay mounted 43 loads,cach lad being
equl o 223 o,

“The houses ofth ctzens are el btk and elaborsely
fished:and the delght they take in decoraton, n pining
and i arciecure, eads them t0spend 1 his way sums o
Thoney that would sorich you.

R Vo dstonf iy oy

baut Europe n the te hiteanth century? Why.
‘would Asi appsal o Erapean mercharts ho ead
Marco Polsaccount?

e e e e, T Bt o5 o 5 1 851608

An cconomic mative thus loomed large in European
espansion fn the Renaisance. Merchants, advrturers, snd.
overament oficils e high hopes of fining new arcas of
rude, espetally mor dirctacces o the spices of th s
These continued 0 cone o Eutope via Arab inermediaies
but were outrageously expensive. In addiion o the potenial
profie o be made from the spice tade, many Furopean,
explorre and congueron id ot hestate o expres chei
deste for materal gain in the form of gold and orher pre
clous mesl. One Sprish conqustador (ahnKEESS-tuh-
or) expsined tha the puspose o theie mision t the New
Workd s 10 "serve God and s Msesy, 1o gve Hght 10
those who. were i darknes, nd o grow rich, 3 al men
desie 10 do.”

RELIGIOUS ZEAL The conqustador’s saement cxpressed
another major reson. for the overseas voyages—religous
2o, A cnsading mentaly was particialy srong in Portugal
and Spain, where the Muslims hd Jngely been drven out
the il Ages. Contemporaies of Princ ey the Navt
sator of Portugl (ee "The Developmen of 2 Portuguese
Nerkime Empir” e i this chaptr)sid that b was o
vaed by “hi rest desre to make inresse f the i of our
Lord Jsus Chrs nd to bring b sl the suls that should be
saved” Although most schobrs beleve that he.religious
metive s secondary to cconoric consideratos, it would
be foalih 0 overlook the geruine dese of explorers and
conguistadors, let slone missonaries, 1o conver the heathen

o Chrtanty. Hernin Corts (hayi-NAHN kor-TAYSS or
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kor-TEZ), the conqueror of Mexico, asked his Spanish rulers
61 was ot thei duty to cxsure that the natve Mericans
s inrcuced nto and intructed i the holy Catholic it
s predicid that i “th devovion, st and hepe which they
o have i theie ol trmed 5048t repose ih the dvine
powerofthe e God .. dhy would work many miracls”
‘Spiinsl and s s were closely nercvined i th s
teenth centuy. No doub,the desie for grandeur and glory
3 wel s plai velletl curiskty e i of dverure
s played some rle in Buropean exparsion

The Means for Expansion

16 7God, oy, and gokd” were the prmary mries, whit
made the voyages possbld P of ll,the. expanion of
arope was comncied o the growth of cantled monar
i dring he Renaisnce. Aliyugh isorns il debae
e degree of it cenrlmdion, the el st Rl
ance expanion was e eepre B the econ hal of
“he fieenth ceury. Boropean onachics had ncreed
b i authorty and e rspurces s et posin
10 thr eneris beyond e borders.For Prnce, tht
mean e nvson of fsly, bt for Porugl, 3 s no
Srong coough 1o pursc pover in Burope, i e g
Tos. The Syt monachy s s ovgh b te s
e e 1 purs powr o in Erope snd beyond

MAPS At the same time, Buropeans had achieved a level of
weskh 1 tchnology that ensbed them to make 3 rgulag
seie of voyages beyond Europe. Alhough the highly sche
matic nd symbolc medseval maps were of e help o s
ors. the portlant (ponr-tuh-LAH-nce), or chats made by
medieval mavigators and matherascians i the chireenth g
fourteenth centurics, were more usefal. With decals oy
cossal contour, ditances bevween ports, and compas red,
g, these charts proved of greac value for voyages in Euro,
pesn, waters. But because the porant were deavn 3 fl
Sl nd tock no sccount of the curvsture ofthe carh, they
were of Ll use fo onger overseas voyages. Only whensca
vers began to venture beyond the cosst of Eatope 4 they
begin to sccomulate nformation sbovt the accl shape of
he st By the end of the Bfcenth cenury. carogrphy
had developed to the poin tha Ecropeans possessed fary
sccorte mps ofth known word

‘One of the most knportans word maps svalabe o Euro.
peans st the end of th fieenth ceaury wastht of Poemy
(TAHL:uhmes), an astronomes of the sccond century c..
Prclmy's work, the Gesgraphy, had been koown 1o Ach
eographers as carly 3 the eighth centuy. but it was noc
nl the et cenury that 3 Lot ranlaon was made
of the work. Prined cditons of Plolemy's Gesgaply, which
contaned. his world map, became avalabl from 1477 on,
Prlemy's map (s the ilsrasion below) showed e world

Prolomy's World M. Corines o Lo o ofPoly's Gy wis i werkd
i 5 o e e 4 e ] he e 140 Sl e 5 h s
ke g of 1 o T e " s s i s s h o, A 3
[ ———
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a5 spherical with three major landmasses—gurope, Asia, and
Afica—and only two oceans. In sddion o showing the
oceans a consderably swallr han the landnuasses, Prolemy
ad abo drssally underestimared the creumfereree of the
o, whichled Columius and other adventuers 10 blieve
it it wauld be fessble to sl wese from Europe to reich
A

SHIPS AND SAILING Europeans had also developed remark
ably seaworthy hips as wll s new ravgatona techrigues
Buropean shpmakers had mastered the ui of the sl rud
der (an import from China) and had leamed 1o combine e
e of lteen sals with a square ig, Wit these innovations,
hey could consructships mabie cnaugh to sall against the
wind and engage in raval warace and 450 e enough
mount heavy cannons and. cary 2 subsanial amoun: of
goods. over Jong distances. Previoulysaors bad used &
uadeant and theie knowedgo.of the posion ofthe Pole Ssr
10 ascrcain el e, Below the equator, however, tis
Technique was useles. Only with the asistance of new navi
ol aids such 35 th compass and e atrolab were hey
e 10 exploe the High sea withconfdence.

ol spur 10 exploration was he growing knowledge of
e wind paterns in the Adintic Ocesn. The fst Eceopean
flces slling southward long the coat of Wess Afic had
found thei ffors t recum hindered by the srong winds that
ew seadly from the norh slong the cosst. By the e 67
Tecnih century, however, saflos had leared to ack 0wt nto
the ocean, whre they were dble to catch westerly winds in
the vicnity of the Agores that brought hem back o the coast
of westn Europe. Christopher Columbus used chis tech
nique in his voyages o the Americas, and ahers refed on
their new knowledge of th winds o fourd the coninent of
Afic n sesschofth Spice eands

New Horizons: The Portuguese
and Spanish Empires

FOCUS QUESTION:How i R s s
() [Ee—r—y
s

Porcugal ook the lead in the European 3ge of expansion
when It began to xplon the cosst of Afica under the spe.
somhip of Prince Henry the Navigator (1394-1460). His
maives were 4 blend of secking  Chisian kingdom 35 an
lly agins the Mustims, acquirng trade opporunicies for
Portugal. and sreading Chrisanty.

The Development of a Portuguese
Maritime Empire

In 141, Prine Heory founded  schol for navgatoson the
oesn const of Pt Shorty sherafe, por
e e g pbing et sonthe et co
o AT I et of g, whh ad een coied b

New Horizons: The Portuguese and Spanish Empires

from south of the Aras Mountainsin central Moroceo fo cen-
urie.In 1441, Poruguese ships reached the Senegal e,
st morth of Cape Verde,and brought home  cargo of bisck
Afrcans, most af whom were then sod s slaves to wealthy
buyers lsewhere in Europe, Within 3 fow year, an estimated
one thousand slaves were shipped anowaly from the area
back o Lisbon,

Trrough reguiar expeditons, the Porvaguese gadually
crep down the Afcan cont, and in 147, they discovered 1
e source of gold slong the southem cost of he bump of
West Afcs (an area at would hencelorh be known 1o
Europeans s the Gold Coas). A few years e, they estab-
Ished contace with the st of Bakongo. nar the mowh of
the Zaie (Conge) River in Centel Afica. To fciate rade
o gold, voey, and saves (o slaves were braught back to
Lihon, while others were batered to loca merchants for
0ld),the Poresguese lessed lad from local rolers and buile
St fore long the cont.

THE PORTUGUESE IN INDIA Hearing repors of 3 foue 1
Incia around the southern p of Afice, Potugoese sea cap.
tains.continued. ther probing. In 1455, Bartholomeu Dias
(bartohloh MAY-00 DEEush) (. 1450-1500) taok
advantage of westely wind i the South At to round
the Cape of Good Hope, but be feared a muin fom s
crow and retumed (sce Map 14.1). Ten years lae, 3 fee
unde the command of Vsco da Gama (VAHSH-koh dah
GAHI-UR) e 1460-1524) rounded the cape and stopped a
seversl pors contraled by Masim merchans along the coas
of Ese Afris, Da Gama's et then crossed the Arsbian S22
and resched the post o Calicu,on the soutwesten cosst of
s, on May 15, 1495, On seiving in Calcr, ds Gams
anmensnced <o his surprisd hosts tht b had come in seaech
oF " Chrsians andspces” He found o Chisans, but b did
find the spices he soughe Aibough be Jost o ships en
Foute, dn Gama's envining sl reumed 0 Europe wit
heir holds iled wih gnger and cinnamon, 3 cargo tha
cstned he investorsa profi of seversl thowsand prcent

Portugacse fleets revumed sl to the v, seeking fo
destoy s shigping and esslich 3 monopoly in the spice
tade. o 1505, 3 Poruguese amada defeaed 3 combined
et of Torkish and Indin ships off the cout of ndia and
began to impose  blockade on the entance o the Red Sea (0
cut off the flow of spices o Mshm rulrs i Egype and the
Octoran Empire. Th llowing year, seing the need for 3
and base in the srcs, Admisl Ao de Abuguerque (ah-
FAHN-50 day ALbubkur-kee) (¢ 1462-1515) st wp porc
clides 3 Gos (GOH-uh), on the western coust of locia
south of preseetday Mambai (Bombay). Goa henceforth
became the headquarers for Portuguese operatons hrogh-
oot he ncire region.

N SEARCH OF SPICES In the cary sicenth centry, the
Partuguese expanded theic seach fo spics (e bmages of
Bveryday Lie on p. 409). In 1511, Abguerque saled into
the harbor of Maacea (muh-LAK uh) on he Mialay perin-
ol Malscc had been transiormed b s Mo eulers i
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Throughout the Sateenth centry, oulbreas of 01d Workd
ineasescontinued 10 spakcpidemic cha Kled of g pro-
porioms of the local populatons. By 1630, smallpox had
Teached New England. The ferody ofthe epidemics et few
Surivors t0 tend the crops leading 0 widespread sarvation
nd bighes ity rates. Ahough scharly stmaes vary
rasiclly 4 esconable goess s that 30 0 40 percnt of the
Tocal poplaons died. On Hispaniols lone, out of an it
populton o 100000 ndiars when Colmbus srived n 1492,
el 300 suriv by 1570, The populaton of centl Mexico,
somated a roughly 11 million i 1515, ad decied o 65
ilion by 1540 snd 25 millon by the end of the sitcenh
contuy.

“The high monalty rtes smong the patve papulaions
resled in 3 shorage of workers for the Europeans, which
Ted them o tum t0 Alica or the labor needed for he sver
mines and sugar plntaions (sce “Africa: The Save Trade’
Tatr in this chaper). Desite the Europeans’ technogcal
aivanages, b biologicl weapons that thy beough with
e from the Ol Warld proved to have an even greatee
Innpsc o the Americas
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Portugal and Spain had beee the it Adanic nacions 10tk
advamage of th age of explorain, saring in he e i
e century. and both had become grest coonial powers.
In she seventeenth century, however,thelr Buropesn neigh
bors 1 the north—fist the Dotch and then the French and
Eoglshmored o replace the Portugocse and Spanish and
crcaie theis own colonis empies, The new ivals and thr -
ey o0 i an impsceon mch of the est o the worki—
i A, Ast,and the Americas

Africa: The Slave Trade

Athough the primary obecive of the Portugucse o sibng.
arond Afica was to find 3 s rou t the Spice o, they
Soon discomered that profscould b made in Afica el S0
id e Earopeans

“The Poruguese bult fots on both the western and cast
e cous of Afca and tred,sbove all, o domirae e wade
o gold. Duing the midseventeenth cestuy, however, the

Dutch seized 3 number of Portuguese fors slong the West
fican const and at he sume time took conteol of much of
the Porsuguese rade across the Indian Ocean.

Fhe Dutch East India Company,  rading company esa-
fished n 1602 under government sponsossip. o s p 3
seufement in souther ATics, at the Cape of Good Hope,to
erve 252 base o Supply fod and othe provisions fo Dutch
hips en route o the Spice sands. Evencualy, bowever
evcloped into a permanent olony. Duieh famers, known ¢
Boery,began t st n ress autside the ity of Cape Town,
the arers moderate climate and freedom from ropcl s
cases made i arscive for Earopeans 0 sele there

The Eurupean exploraion of the African coasine did nox
et o Afcans lving . the e ofth contnent, but
for peoples Ling on o e the coas, th impact was gt
ndeed, As the rade in slavs incressd during ch sixtcenth
hrough th eightceth centires, thousands and then millons
of Affcans were remaved from sheir homes snd. forcbly
ipped o plantions inthe New World.

ORIGINS OF THE SLAVE TRADE Teffic in saves s noc
new. As i other aess o the world, savry hid been prsc
e in Afica sine ancint tines, I the ikenth centary, i
comtinued at 8 fury steady level. The primary market
African aves was the Middle s, where mosc were used 55
domesic servants. Siavery b cxised in many Buropean
counres, where some slves fom Afica or war cptives
rom the regons norh of the Black Sea were used a5 s
hold help o agriclural workers

A fr, the Porsugocse sply selaced Europesn slaves
‘with Affican omes, Dusing the scond alf ofthe e cen
ry. sbout 4 thousand slaves were taken t Porugal cach
year Most ended up serving s domesce servanis for sflucnt
Familes in Europe. Bt the discovery of the Americas n the
11908 and he planing of ssgrcsne in South Americaand the
cands ofthe Carbbean changed the siuaion dasically.

‘Cane sugas bad firs been Izoduced o Buropeans from
the Vi Eat during he"Crusades. At the end of the f
e cenury, the Portugeese set_up sugar plantatons
worked by Afican lsborers on an iiand off the central coss
of Afca During the stcenth cencury sugarane plnitions
were et up aong the custem conseof Bra and on severl
{dlands in the Carbean, Because the grovwing of cne sugar
Germands b skl and lege quanies of abr, the e pian
atons eguived more warkers than conldbe provied by the
mall Amescan Indin population n the New Worl, dect
e by disases imported fom the Old World. Snce he
Cimate and sl of mach of West Afica were not conducive
o the culivstion of suga, Afican savesbegan 1o be shipped
o Bl and the Carbbesn to work on the platations. The
st were sen from Portugal, but in 1518, 3 Spanish ship car
viedth fs bostload of Aficn slaves direcy from Affica 0
the New World

‘GROWTH OF THE SLAVE TRADE Duting the e two cent:
. te trade n lves reve drmatcally and became prt of
the wiangular rade comnecing Europe, A, and the
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American coninenss tht chracterzed the e At ccon-
omy (see Map 142). European merchant ships (prmarly
those of Englnd, France, Span, Postgal and the Dutch
Republc) caied Eaeopesn manufacured goods, such a5
s, gin and cloh,to Afca, where they were teaded for &
cang ofdaves. Th saves were then shipped o the Amercas
and 0l Eusopesn merchants the bought obace, molases,
g, rum, coffe. and e coon a0 shipped them back 1
Europe to be sold in Earopean markets

A esimated 275000 endaved Aficans were exporied to
e couniie during th stcenth century, with 2000 ging
sanaally 0 the Americas slon. The torl cimbed 10 over 1
millon i the sevenscenth cenary and jurped o 6 mllon in
the cghteenthcestuy, whe he trade sprcad from Weseand
Centrs Al o Esst Alia. Bven dorinthe inetcch ceo-
aty, when Greae B and ther European counties tied
10 cnd the slave trade, early 2 mllion were exported. Al
et a5 many 3 10 mllon Aican sves were sansporied
1o the Americas betoeer the sixteeh and et conts-
i, About bl were transpored n i ships,with the s
vided smong, Fresch, Dotch, Porugese, Danish, nd I,
Americenshis.

One. teason for the sstonishing numbers of sves, of
couse, was the bigh death st The journey of shves o
Afica o th Americas became know 5 the Middle Passage,
e middle g of the wingul wade rout, Afcan soves
were closcly packed incargo s, 300 10 40 per sip,and

chained in bolds without sartay fcles o o o stnd
upi there they remined durin th voyag 1o America, which
ook atlast 100 days (s the b on p 415). Moraly rates
averaged 10 percens longr Journeys duc ta storme o
advers winds esulted i cven higher death res. The Af-
cans who surivd the journey were subjct 0 high death
s Tom disases o whih they b e o no immunity.
D rtes were lower for shves bom and raised i the New
World: the new gnraton developed immunity t many of
the more il discses. Owners, howeve, el encouraged
thei saves 10 v, children. Many siave owmers, aperally
i the West e, beleved hat buying 3 e ssve was ks
expensive than riing 3 cild frm bih to working sge 3¢
sdclescence.

CONDUCT OF THE SLAVE TRADE fcfre the coming of
Burapeans inthe ffeenh centry, most soves in Affca were
prsoncrs of war. Many scrved as domestic servants or 35
wageles workers fo the local uler. When Europeans frst
e 1 take par n she lve trad. hey bought seves fom
locsl Aficn merchants st sove markes i resum for gokd,
s, o other Buropean goods such 2 wxilesor copper of
ron wensils,

"¢ e, locl slve caders cbrined sheis supply from
regens ncarhy, bt a5 demand incrased,they Tad to move.
irther inlnd to fnd her it n a fow cxses ocal ralrs
became concened sbout th impac of the slae frade on the
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