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SECTIONT

ITis clear that men, enjoying the facultie connected with their nature, ar equal; they are cqual when
they perform animal unctions, and when they exrcise thei understanding, The King of China, the
Great Mopul, the Paishi of Turkey, canmot say to the least of men: "I forbid you o digest, to o fo the
rivy and to hink." All the animal of ch species ae equal smon themselves. Animals by nature
Pave over us the advantage of independence. 1€ bull which is wooing a heifer i driven away with
blows o he homs by a sizonger bull, it gocs in search of anofher mistess in another field,and lives
free, & cock, beaten by a cock, consoles sl in another poullsy house. I not o with us. A lile vizies
xies a bostang 10 Lemnos : the vizier Azem exiles the ltle viier o Tenedos: the padisha exils the
Ttle vicier Azem to Rhodes: the Janissaries put the padisha in prison, and clect anothes who will
exile gaod Mussalmans as h chooses; people will sl be vry obliged to himifhe limitshis sacred
Sathority to this litle exercise.

16 this world were what it semms it should be, i man could find everywhere in it easy subsisence,
and a limate suitabl t his natare, it clar that it would be impossble for one man fo enalave
‘mother. I thisglobe were covered with wholesome fruits; i the ir, which shovld contbute to out
Tife, ave s o discases and  prematue death; i man had no need of lodging and bed othes than those
of bk and the deer, then the Gengis-kans and the Tamerlans would Bave o servantsother thas.
e childrem, who would be folk honourable enovgh o help them n ther old age.

1 the naturalstte njoyed by all untamed quadrapeds, birds and reptiles, man would be s happy as
heysdomnaion would the b » chimera, an sbsardity of which 50 one would thinl or why seek
Servants when you have no need of theie service?

163t came o the head of some individual of tyrnnous mind and bravwny arm to enslave  ncighboue
s sromg than h,th thing would be mpossble the oppressed would be on the Danube before the
oppressor had faken his measares on the Volgs.

ATl men would then be necessarly equal, if they were without needs; the poverty conected with our
e ubardinatesan man {0 another: it s ot the inequality which i the real misfotune t s the
opendence. It matters very it that So-and-so calls himself " His Highness;"and Se-and-so " His
Fiolinesss bat o serv the one or the other i hard.

A b family s culivated fritfal soff ot families near by have thankless and sebellous
ehds the o poor families have to serve the opulent farily, o slaughte it there is o diffcalty in
el O of th te indigent familics offes it arms to the rch familyin order o have bread; the
bt goes o attack it and isbeaten. The serving (amilyis the origin of the servanits and the workmery
e beaten family s the origin of the laves.

I our unhappy world it mpossible for men iving in society ot to be divided into bwo ltses the one
i that vamimands, the other the poor that serves; and these two are subdivided into a thousand,
‘i these thousand sl hav different gradations.

When the prizes ar drswn you come to us: " am a man Iike you" you say. 1 have fwo hands and two.
e 2a s pride a you, nay more,a mind as diordered,a least, 2 inconsequent,3s ontradictry a3
ot tam 8 iz ofSan i o of Rgus, o Vaugiand ive me my sare fthe lnd. In o
Yown hemisphere there are aboat fifty thousand million
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arpents to cultivate, some passable, some sterile. We are only about a thousand million featherless
[bipeds in this continent; that makes fifty arpents apiece: be fust; give me my fifty arpents.”

" Geland take thes i the land o the Cafres, we anstkes, o the Hottentots, o the Samoyedes; come
toan amicable arangement with themy her al the sharesare aken. 1 amon us you want 0 eat, be
clothed,lodged, warmed, work fo us 3 your father did; serve usor amuse us, and you will be paid;
otherwise you will be obliged to4sk charty, which would be

oo degrading t your sublime nature, and would sop your being really the equal of kings, nd even of
‘country parsons, acording t the pretensions of your noble pride”

secrioNn

Al the poor are not unhappy. The majority were born inthat sate, and continual work stops theis
Feeling their position too Keenly; but when they fel it,then ane sees wars, ke that of the popular
party against the senate party in Rome, ke those of the peasanits in Germany, England and France. All
these warsfiish soonerorLater withthe subjection of th people, because the powerful have money,
and money is maser of everything i a state: L say in 2 5ae;fr it s o the same between nations. The
‘ation which makesthe bestuse of the swordl willalways subjugate the naton which has more gold
andless courge,

Allmen are bom with a sufficiently violent ki for domination, wealth and pleasuee, and with much
taste for idieness; consequently, a1l men want thet money and the wives or daughters of thers, o be
their master o sabject them o al thei caprice, nd 9 do mothing, or st lest to do only very
agceable things. You see cleary that with these fine inclinatons it 3 impossible for men o be equal
a1t impossible or two predicantsor tw professors of heology not {0 b jealous of eachother.

“The human race,sach s s, canno subsist unless here i an infity f useful men who possess nothing
Ul or it s certain Ehat 2 man who s well off willnotleave his own 1and to come to il yours;and i€
‘youave need of a pairof shoes, it s ot the Secretary o the Privy Council who will make them for
‘ou. Bquality therefore, s at once the most atural thing and the most fantastic.

As men go toexcess ineverything when they cn, this inequality hss been exaggerated. It has been
‘maintained in many countries hat it was not permissible fo a citzen to leave the country where
hance s caused him tobe o the sense o this law i visibly:" This land i so bad and s0 badly
overned, that w forbid any individal o leav it, for fea that everyone will Leave i Do better -
Tl all yous subject want o ivein your countey, and foreigners {0 com (o it

Al men have th right i the bottom of theis hasts tothink themselves entirely equal o other men.
it does not follow from that thatthe cardinal's cook should order his maste 0 prepare him his dinner;
butthe cook can say:" 1 am a man ke my master ike a1 was born crying;like me he willdie with
e same pangs and the same ceremonies, Bot o s perform the same animal functions. 1€ th Turks
take possession of Rome, and i then | am cardinal and my master cook, 1 shal take him info my
service!This discourse  reasonable and fust; but while waiting for the Great Turk o take possession of
Rome, the cool mst do s duty,orele all human socetyis pervrted.

s egards  man who s nither  caxdinals ook nor ndowed swith any other employment in the
Sate;a rogards  privte persan who s connecied with nothing, but who s vexed it being received
verywhere with anai of being pateonized o scomed, who sees quite lerly that many monsignors
rave mo more knowledge, wit r virtue than he, and who st mes is bored at waitng in theiz
antechambers, what should he decide to do? Why, 1o take himself ofé.





