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The Tribune on Manifest Destiny.

The New-York T'ribune is sorely grieved by
the prevalent desire for increase of territory.
It groans in spirit over “the acquisition of
foreign provinces and States,” and regardg
protectorates for Mexico and Central America
as a ‘“swindling imposture.” Instead of a
policy that would enlarge the national domain,
the Tribune counsels “a careful abstinence
from all intermeddling with foreign interests,”
inteinal improvements, the setting of a good
example, and the construetion of a railroad to
San Francisco. Cuba it would not aceept,
even if freety offered, and it ¢ protests indig-
nantly” against any sort of control over the
Isthmus. Any addition to our territory would,
in the opinion of the Tribune, be fraught with
untold disaster; and it thinks, so long as a por-
tion of our present domain lies unimproved,
we bave no business with an extenslon of the

-~ pational limits.
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Such is the purpori of the Tribune's argu-
ment, which, if good at all, is manifestly as
valid in respect to the past ag to the future,
Assuming that the gound it takes is correct,
we are necessarily brought to the eonclusion
thal every addition made to the old thirteen
States was an infamous wrong as well as
“a tremendous blunder. When we bought
Louigiana, including the rich Vallay of the
Missiesippt, we ruined ourselves, and the ac-
quisition of Florida made our ruin still more
ruinous.  Even California is part and parcel of
our misfortune, although the Tribune i8 anxi-
ous that we should he bound to it by a railway.
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But the force of the Tribune's reasoniug
goes back beyond the Louisiana purehase, and
rveflects upon the acquisition of every acre of
land ujion this continent. What, was the orig-
inal gettlement of America but the very kind
of policy againat which our neighbor ¢ indig-
nantly protests 2« A careful abstinence from
all infermeddling * would bave left not only
the original thirteen States, buf all North
America, in the hands of the red savages of
the wilderness till this day. There was room
enough in Europe for internal improvements
to have occupied the Pilgrim falhers all their
lives. Why then should they have crossed the
ocean and commenced the © gwindling impos-
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ture " of acquiring foreign provinces and
States? Manifestly because they were born
two centuries before the Tribunc began to en-
lighten the world.

The doctrines which that paper promulgates
are obgolete. It is now half a century since
the policy of acquisition received the practical
approval of our Government and people.
There were lamentations at that day and pre-
dictions of evil in abundance. By refercnce
to the history of Jerrerson's time the Tribuns
will find its most dismal jeremiads equaled if
not excelled by the non-progressives of that
day.





image5.png
Ehe New Jork Simes
Published: July 10, 1858
Copyright © The New York Times




