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Slave states

States and territories covered
by the compromise

.g_mm mmﬁnm.ﬁn sectional controversy over u.._m.éwx. in 18197 What were the terms of
the Missouri Compromise? What was Henry Clay's solutiorto the Missotiri consti-

tution’s ban on free blacksin'that state?

Crises and Compromises - 397

line, it was on its way to extinction there. Beyond the Mississippi River;
however, no move had been made to extend the dividing line across the
Louisiana Territory, where slavery had existed since the days when France and
Spain had colonized the area. At the time, the Missouri Territory encom-
passed all of the Louisiana Purchase except the state of Louisiana and the
Arkansas Territory. The old French town of St. Louis became the funnel
through which settlers, largely southerners who brought their slaves with
them, rushed westward beyond the Mississippi.

In 1819 the House of Representatives was asked to approve legislation
enabling the Missouri Territory to draft a state constitution, its population
having m.mmmma the minimum of 60,000. At that point, Representative James
Tallmadge Jr., 2 New York congressman, proposed a resolution prohibiting
the transport of more slaves into Missouri, which already had some 10,000,
and providing freedom at age twenty-five to those slaves born after the terri-

tory’s admission as a state. After brief but fiery exchanges, the House passed
.. the Tallmadge amendment'on an almost strictly sectional vote. The Senate

rejected it by a similar tally, but with several northerners joining in the
opposition. With population growing faster in the North, a balance between
the two sections could be held only in the Senate. In the House, slave states
had 81 votes while free states had 105; a balance was unlikely ever to be
restored there.

Maine’s coincidentalt appligation®for statehoodymade it easier to arrive at
an agreement. Sincé nmwo:m& times, Maifle hadibeen the northern province
of Massachusetts. The Senate linked its m.m@smm.ﬁ for separate ..m.ﬁwﬁmwoom‘é.w%.
Missouri’s and voted to admit Maine as a free state and Missouri: as a slave
state, thus maintaining the balance between free and slave states in the Senates
A senator further extended the compromise by an amendment to mx.&n_a.m,...
slavery from the rest of the Louisiana Purchase north of 36°30’, Missouri’s
southern border. Slavery thus would continue in the Arkansas Territory and
in the new state of Missouri but would be excluded from the remainder of
the area. People at that time presumed that what remained was the Great
American Desert, unlikely ever to be settled. Thus the arrangement seemed to
be a victory for the slave states. By a very close vote it passed the House on
March 2, 1820.

Then another problem arose. The pro-slavery faction that dominated
Missouri’s constitutional convention inserted in the proposed state constitu-
tion a proviso excluding free blacks and
mulattoes from the state. This clearly

oy

violated the requirement of Article IV,
Section 2, of the federal Constitution:
“The Citizens of each State shall'be en-
titled to all Privileges and Tmmunities
of Citizens in the several States” Free
blacks were citizens cf many states, in-
cluding the slave states of North Car-
olina and Tennessee, where until the
mid-1830s they also enjoyed- voting
w;&mmmm.

The renewed controversy threatened
final approval of Missouri’s admission
as a state until Henry Clay formulateda”

Fie

“second” Missouri Compromise: admis-.
sion of Missouri as a state would depend
upon assurance from the Missouri legis-

Henry Clay

Clay entered the Senate at twenty-

. . : eight despite the requirement
lature that it would never construe the that senators be atleast thirty

offending clause in such a way as to yearsold.
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