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260 The Russian Revolution and the Decelopment of the Totitarian State (1917-1939)

whole mass of the working people the right to develop their intelligence, tal
ents and faculties—a right of which they have been deprived everywhere elsc
in the world. This aim, which is a fully practicable one, imposes on us writers
the need of strict responsibility for our work and our social behavior. This
places us not only in the position, traditional to realistliterature, of “judges of
the world and men,” “critics of lfe,” but gives us the right to participate di-
rectlyin the construction of a new life, in the process of “changing the world."
The possession of this right should impress every writer with a sense of his
duty and responsibiliy for all lterature, for all the aspects in it which should
notbe there.

Our Country: “A Dream Come True” (193
A STETSKY

In thelate 1930, as Stalin moved to consolidate his pouer by destroying any o
position through the purges, he also began a campaign to export propaganda for
onsumption abroad thet would influence prublic opiion and confirm the “Soviet
miracle” as an industrial and military power The Soviet “ideal” i mowhere beter
explained than in this wtopian vision of Sovit progres.

7)

The land of the Soviets differs from the capitalist world in that here the pover
belongs to the toilers themselves—to the workers and peasants. In our coun-
wry there are no private owners of factories and banks, of land and manors All
the mills and factorics, all the mines, railways and banks, and all the land,
forests and mineral wealth . . . belong to the toiers themselves, organized in
the Soviet socialist stat.

There are no capitalisis in our country, o stockbrokers, no landlords,
20 Kulaks, nor any of the classes which in bourgeois countries oppress and
10b the workers and peasants. . . - The working class of our country, acting
in alliance with the toiling peasantry, has created the social jstem of which
the best representatives of the toiling people have dreamed for cen-
ories. .. The USSR i the Arst country in the world where socialism reigns
Victorious.

Soviet industry has made giant strides during the period of the Second
Five-Year Plan (1993-197). Wretched and beggarly does the indusry of pre-
war Russia now appear 10 us compared with the mighty and up-to-date indus-
y of the USSR. . . . One of the aims of the policy of industializing the
USSR was to overtake and outstrip the foremost capitalit counries economi-
cally and technicaly The rapid development of Sovictindustry . . - advanced.
our country to firstplace i Europe with respect to output of ractors, and first
place in the world with respeet to output of harvester combines.

“Our Courtre

Forciga Viorke.

om . Sietshy, .. Our iy (Moscow: Gooperative Publishing Society of
USSR, 1957), pp. -8, 19-20, 23, 225, 4345, 79.
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I exploitation was to be ended completely, the whole system in the coun-
tvsirle had to be changed. The Communists set about explaining to the peas-
s that anly large-scale, collective farming could put an end to their poversy
Al thieir enslavement 1o the Kulaks. The USSR had built up a powerful, up-
ke industry. Agriculture could not be allowed o lag behind industry. It
s inpermissible that, with a large-scale, highly developed sacialist industry,
i ulture should consist of a sea of small and dyarf farms.

Ve Gommunists explained to the peasants that the only ey they could escape
v their poverty was to abandon the ancient habit of each household working
s separate farm. The Sovict government aided the peasants in cvery way—by
i, seed, and agriculcural implements, and by curbing the Kulaks and placing
11rictions on their exploiting proclivities. But at the same time, the Communist
Vatty and the Soviet government made it clear ta the peasants that the only sure.
i ihey could escape from poverty and exploitation aliogether was to form cok
i farms. . . . Thatis why the Bolsheviks, n leading the struggle of the work-

wand peasans for the victory of socialism, insistently directed the peasants
nineards collectivization, towards large-scale collective, co-operative farming.

Vi cultural level of our country is rising with the rise in the standard of iv-
g of the people. Ever since the dictatorship of the proletariat was st up, the.
Prty and the Soviet government have been steadily working to completely
tholish illiteracy, that accursed heritage of the tsarist regime. In 1920, two-
hirds of the population were stll illterate, but by 1936 the proportion of lit-
wtes bhad dropped 1 10 per cent.

Faucation in our country is open ta everybody—juvenile or adult. The
wckers under the Soviet system, where exploitation is unknown, have the
Aluntest working day in the world. They possess great opportunities for cul-
il development and rational recreation. Russian workers before the revolu:
o on an average worked 10 or 11 hours a day. Under the Soviet system the
wrking day has been fixed at 7 hours, and for some branches at 6 houts.

Ve development of culture in the USSR has been accompanied by the de-
velupment of science. Scieatific institutions and research laboratories have
wpiung up all over the country. There is no branch of knowledge in which So-
viel scientists are not active and o which they have not made important contri-
Iuttions. . _Soviet science is working hand in hand with our induscry and is
serving the cause of socialist development and the emancipation of humanity
tionn the blind forces of nature. Soviet science sirives to master nature, © make
i he servant of man and o place upon s shoulders the burdensome forms of
Ihipsical labor which are detrimental o the health 2nd strength of man,

e people of our Soviet country are strecching to their full height. They
e jusdly proud of their great gains. And they have expressed their joy and
warin gratitude to their beloved leader in their song:

“And we who have conquered, we sing it so proudls;
‘The Salinist epoch we honor as ane,

‘We sing of our new life so happy and splendic,

We sing of the joy of our victories won.
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THE ROUTINE OF EXECUTION.
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s, che wac began,and Avecie Puhi's bors
o reched dhe age when chey could deferd
che Mocberasd S offchy weat 0 S, Fis
Ao Pacha was infrmed dh hes yousger
3o B been il Saying bekind i s olfice
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s ighe o wash e flows, she mnned and
eat b head aainse he bl

“Thea oo eveaing the i up o me with &
ey yed expresion sod nded ove  hick
ackage which s had beo given 1 Records
22 Disuibudon, This conained seven med-
e seporcs ad the decionsof vaiouscom
s, To thse i aded = e <o A
P from che ospial sdmiisercoc I oo
cemed e elder s He bad been severtly
wounded snd veas s e hespial The doc.
o b dae al wihia theis poves and b
i, ey poc i i bis medica bson, e,
0 4l ineacs and purposs”—spare, i s,
om baving lose boc scns and oot I, He
could be discharged fom he hpical & s
i s clos relacion o lok s i Evi-
ey th son b cxplined whee shewas b
ae e admiistcsos sdvied he o of
s oo seldict > s 38 sppel 1o he
USSR Procuair Gensnls Ofic, icludiog
the cocosed documens, afiee Vhids. they
ol el b a2 could come o e
pesh

M, dea bsse” Aunce Pk i,
ing o ey, You i for me.”

So. wioe, ad ver pesssivly. L arached
 he documars s baaded i e e, T
o e moothe pused, sod cach day 1 s
i Aurie Pach: ey receivd ey
i sppe, L s b, o ¢ wosld ak cime

€ process he eene, | describ i decil he
Ly procedues s he spplicaion pesed
Gom one el t st Ataie Pk wep,
b beliened e a0 cach dy L e e apes
o which co wric ber s et

(Oce duy 1 weat nco Recoeds sd D
on el A grac pile of mail Ly oo che
bl aiedy soed ot o be handod ovr o
e consens communiace, 1 he prisnees
Aundie Push's somame caghe my e 1
picked . the flinsy s of beaded apes
o the USSR Brscorcor ey Oice s
e e dheoash. A pablc procmtor f 5 i
s ek o s nforod Auatie Pt chc
e applccion had boen ccamined 12 bee 1
quest fo cady selewe turoed dowe becs
thee e 0 grouads” T cceuly plced he
ingle shace o th bl ad st o oo che
eranda, e thc 1 migh sodealy meee
Aancie Pahi. . Everywher, i th bamacka
20 i e office, shere weee people 1 i aox
a1 e, 1 20 7 the lins and chome
Clingag co e siakiog walls, s ks
acontzllbly. Only two siews ey pricon
1o i b Wiy wes Lering? Then 1
ndesond: 1 fee sbined, tecibly sbamed,
before Auace Paba.

Sie . slemdy served v yeus o 72
paisof socogs. She had given che se b
o sos. Now, there i s, hee e “20
sk

Clopter 12 Era of Toscltarianin.
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_6_The Rise of Italian Fascism

B Mol (1893-1945) saced i potica lf 52 socalise aod in 1912
wasappoinced edioe of Ans,ch eadiog socalist nevspaper. Duciog Word
WacT, Mool was xpeled o e Socils parey foe advocacng ' cu-
i the conlc Immediaely after he war, b argasied th Fascis .
Ecpliing laboe ueret s of commoni, iod thwared naionalis boges,
sl gained followess evong verecsas s e eidale chss. Poweel i
sl and landawoers, viewing the Fascss s 3 bwack agsit com-
i, bped to finknce he young ovement. An cppoccenst, Mussoici
crganizd a fsech on Rome i 1922 5 brin, dowe th government. Kiog V.
Cor B, feacl of vl wac, appeioted e Fascist eades prime ministe.
Had T Hberes nod the kin ke frm s, govesanen could have
coushed the 20000 lightlysened archers.

Benito Mussolini.
FASCIST DOCTRINES

e yers s be sisad powes, Mssolin, scisced b philosophes Giovansi
Goneie (18751040, omseted an i o <o it Eneylpodia i wich
e Gocosed it psiienl s socil doccion. 1 i pince, Mol ended
Vilence s it expecitne; aacked Naemie o deayin s by 2o
oo human beings s s o fo dividing he ason inwareiog.
s and denomnced Tera democracy fo pevmori indvidea slfmess
¢t cxpense of the ional commaiy o el waabie o solve e
or'sproslems. The s s, bt i, e vty and power, oo i
il oo The elowin exéeres e from MssQils sl

REVIEW QUESTIONS
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. Wi mag f S i Kb o’

3 Py  edin o b g o e Regon's book,whar doyoa ik
e e e o '+ seeret A o o e

Reler & oo BOT Sy e

Abore al, i, che o e cosiders
L2 chacevs e o s che develeprnt of
iy i s o olicil considers
ioas of he o, belicves aeihe in the
sl o the iy ofperperu pace. I
s epodises e docein of P boca
of remoncaion of the steugele sod s e of
Covadic . the fce o mesfice, Wae sloac
bringe up o s highest ceaion ol b o
o 25 pass b ez of sobily spos e
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ofphilosphy st ey scic he somimsy of 4.
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of Sovit e Veadiis Iehermavin v a scientst i the northwestern port
ity of Murmansk, working to tforn the Soviet Union from an agrar
ian 1o inustial state. Such an ambiions project was bowd o have
it share of ailures, but i the climate of paranoi that pervaded Staliist
society, such filures were attibuted  sabotage, and sabotage was brutally
puaished.

1 was g second dy. i prison — my second crosv-cxaminaton. 1 was
called before the tea sation wos given ont and had iy time to cat an
apple

“How do you dor” the eximining offcer asked, scanning e o

oseeif Loyowed sigas ofa seeplessnight,
Al fght
it o good
“N el like.
Wel, i yous doapy thinking? Are you g o el the et oy
esterday 1old only the et

He Langhed. “What wil it e foday — ot the trth?”

Then e et o the subject of the cell,

your cell Yous e in 227

y ther”

“Tred o choose a better cel for you, bt we are s cromled. | hope
wewill came toan understanding and that Lwill not be forced to change
the regime | have endered for yon. The thin category s the miklest:exer-
cis i the yard, permision n reccive ford parcels from outside, 1 news
paper and boks. The fist two categores are mach sticee, Remernber,
Dowerer, that it depends entincly on e uny it yous iy be deprived
of everthing and transfered o soliary confinement, Or rather, this de-
pends ot o i bt on your awas behavio,your sincerity. e ore frk
yourtesimony, the better will b the conditions ofyor inprisomient.

He spoke showly, looking me sraight in the exe, emphasiing his

words with evident pleasure and relsh,watching for their effect

“Did you know Scherbakofl? He was  stong man, but | brcke hin
ani orced hins o confess

With great difficully | controlld myself before replying.

dontdonibt for 3 it that yon e ortue, aud iy belie that
his assistsin discovering the ruth and specding wp the investiation, and
since Sovie Laws penmi it wse, | would sugget that you don't give up
mediaeval methods: 3 Tt fe i o wonderful measne. Tiy it 1 am ot
afaid of ou.

iven withthat you can' get anything o of me.”
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Dictatorships and the
Second World War

1919-1945

Tw.L period ofansicty and depresion that followed the Great War led
many to queston whether democracy and capit
the ctallnges of modern socicty: I this contes, wo
pvernmerts came o . the Sovict Union aftr 1928 Joseph Salin
*led bis nation through a brutal and represive “second revoltion” In
1933, Germanys ncwchancellor and Naz Paty eader Adol Hilerbegan
plns to creste  Germnan Nasi empire busd on the ideology of Aryan
supremacy. Harbpered by thei own worie, athe nations, inclding
‘Great Bitain, sccined powerlss o stop St or Hile. By 1939, Hiller
I provoked the Sccond World War, and Grst Brtain, lod by Winston
Churchil, was forced t respond ity As the var ifensied, the
Naris detenmined to exterminate all European Jeus, a gonl which they
vy nealy achicved.

DOCUMENT 291

VLADIMIR TCHERNAVIN
From 1 Speak for the Silent: Stalinist
Interrogation Techniques Revealed
130

To maintain his power and Commist rule in the Soviet Union, Joseph
i instituted w masive security apparatus that peraded most aspects

i Tehernavin. | Sk for the Sl (Newon Cener, Mass; Chares T Brar

ford, 193, 16120,

383
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Heput on his overcoat and ef, His assistant ok bis place, and s
e myself i my writng, 1 v thee o foue hous before e retumed,
aleady evening,

Although | had eaten almost nothing for thiee days, 1 vas ill in good
ighting form. He questioncel me about the buying of a ship from abroad,
aying to make e say that here s "wrecking,” because the price had
been exorbitant and the ship tself had proved unsatisfacory. It vas most
confusing and s questions etched. We talked and we argued, but 1
wonld ot give the answers he vanted.

He began an amother tack

“lright, b seid
e il suppl in the Sea of Barents in connection with the construction
of twler as povidd for by he.

Naww e had broached a subject with which | could e a drcet con-
nection. The evening wasalrcady changing into wight, but | wassill sting
{mthe same char, [ s becoming uncanscious of time: was it my sccond
day o prison or my enth? i spie of the depressing weariness, mental nd
‘physial, which was aking hold of me, 110ld him that 1 thought the fesh
fih supply should be il and thorovghly investigated. | red to make:
him sce the hazards of the fishing industry in Murmansk and the enor-
mous equipment that would be necessary 1o et the proposals of the
Five-Year Plan

A thas you confss that you dovbted the practicabilty of the Five-
Year Pl he said with a smile of smug satsaction.

What canld one say? [ believed, a did cverybody.that the plan vas
absurd, that it could not be fulfiled. For exactly such statements — o,
for only a suspicion of baving such thoughts — forty-ig
shot

And what i your atitude egarding the subjectof

Five-Yoar Plan?

wen had been
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“Well, we will see sbout that laer. Now le’s get down o business.
Lets talk about your acquaintanees. Did you know V. K. Tolstoy, the
wrecker, exccuted in connection with the case of the ‘487"

Yes, L knew him. Ho could | not knows i when he wasthe diec-
tr ofthe fishing industey in the norh?” 1 replied in frank astonshment
"We both worked in tfor more than twenty years

“And did you (know) hirn wel?”

“Very well”

“How long did you know him?”

“From elildhood”

His manner changed completely: he hurriedly picked up a sttement
sheetand placed it front of me. “Writ dovm your confession.

“What confession”

“That you knew Tolsloy, that you wer in fiendly eeation with him
fom such and such  time. T see that we will come (o an wndentanding
‘with you;your frankness il e appreciated. Write”

He cuidently was in huny,did ot quite know what he was saying,
afaid that | night reverse oy statements

Tiook the sheet and wrote down wht | had said
cellent. Let's continue.”

Then fllowed 2 barage of questions bout Toltoy, about Scherbakoff
and ofher peopie that | had known. He did not find me quite s tmctable
and we launched infoa batle of wis tht kept up hour after hovs. e ques-
tioned me with insisence and in great detal, tying without success (o
make me give dates.

“You'l no suceeed in outwiting me” he snapped sharply. [ advisc
Jou ot o try. 1 am going home to dinmer iow and you willstay here il
evening, This cxamination will continue — not for a day or two, but for
‘months and, if necessary,for years. Your strengih i not cqual to minc. |
willforce you totell us what we need.

Aferthrcatening me sl futher he handed e some sheets of paper.

“You are going tostate n writng your opinion regarding e buiding
of a fetlzation factory in Murmansk, its cquipment and work in the
future. 1l so0m b back; when | retum, yous comments on these questions
must be completed.”

i care of e 48 Thrmavn s o the scustion and st xecion
o forycight prominn Russn et ccused of subotsging e food spply
19%,
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Sorin e st st o o A ok
i Lo o el b
S S o g et he S i i e
Jollouing acanant conirms. Communit sguatsrom the s en sen i the

S Sovietpoee and th work of socialisconstrucion rest fo any length of
ime ot et ountons. on e s rge sl ad Conteptrud o
st industy n the most catere and bachnerd, sl <o) e
L farming? No, theycanno.Soone of s s weuld e bound, (6 o2 n
R complce colape o the whole mtiondl ceonomy

Wha, then, s th soutin? The sohuion lcs n enlrging the agriculra
nit,in making agricuurs. capable of sceumutaton, of xpanded eprodu.
o, and n s ransiorming e griculcral bases f o saionl economy
i how are the agricraral s 1 be engeds

There are o vaysof doing i There s e copialst vy, which s o
e dh agricuural unis by ntroducing capialim i sgreulire s vy
ichleads 10 the impoverihment of the pesunty and e devclopmen
captalinentrprics m griclre. W feec his ey 5 fcompadie wi|
ne Soie scanaric e

Thece i second ey e socialsvay,whic is o enlarge the agiculural
s o intzoduc calecie Farms and e s m o, e way
ich e 0 th sralgamaion of e smll st st e colle
e s, conply g macinrs ind e s o g
Xpansed reproducion et e }

Fond 0.t quesion sands s fllows:iher one vay o th other, ctber
achoto cpialim, o foruari—<a socialism. Thers is no dhird v, o can
here be. N

Wiat o tis a1t means tht we have pased from the policy of e
itin e cxplsing rocioies o he a5 e Pl f g he

Tk ' . This means hat we have made, and e sl aking. o of
ve deciv trns in o whele pohey.

Could we have undertaken such an offensive agins the Kulaksfve years
 three yeaiap  vild we then have coumted ch poosen in such o ol

The Russian Revolusion and the Decelopment of the Totaliteian. Stot (1917-1935)
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Jive? No, we could not. That would have been the most dangerous adventur-
iam. . - . Why? Because we still lacked 2 wide network of state and collective
farrms in the rural districts which could be used as strongholds in a e
\nined offensive against the Kulaks. Because at that e we were not yet able
\o substtute for the capitalist production of the Kulaks the socialist production
of the collective farms and state farms.

Now we are able o carry on a determined offensive against the Kulaks, to
break their resistance, to climinate them as a class and substitute for their out-
it the output of the collcctive farms and state farms. No, the Kulaks are be-
fug expropriated by the masses of poor and middle peasants themselves, by
{he masses who are putting solid collectivization into practice. Nov, the ex-
propriation of the Kulaks in the regions of sold collectivization is no longer
just an administrative measure. Now, the expropriation of the Kulaks is an in-
tegral part of the formation and development of the collective farms. Conse-
quently i is now ridiculous and foolish to discourse on the expropriation
of the Kulaks. You do not lament the loss of the hair of one who has been
beheaded.

These is another question which seems no less ridiculous: whether the K
Jaks should be permitted to join the collective farms. OF course not, for they
are sworn enemies of the collective-farm movement.

“For the Fatherland!” (1936)
PRAVDA

During the Firs Five Yo Ple, overall lving standards in the Sovit Urion dé-
minishat. 35 percent, specially i the couriryside, But by pouring narly 33 -
ot of the gross nional prodct inio mw prodscios he oals of th st plan
ere more o 655 accomplished. The Second. and Third FiveYear Plans follzwed,
it the Sovit pople saw il benafit from thir abor and the standard of iing
vemained essentially sunchanged. Critiisw of Stalin’s programs inereased, espe-
iatl among his supporters. The resull wasto purge o dliminids Gy oppositon
in political icles, the miltary, and the artsic community. Lerin. had extab-
oot the Chok, or “sevt polis,” t0 combat. “counterrevolution,” but Stalin
o this angarivation ko a formidabl ntelligence it hat specalzedin fr-
cign spionage and domstic surveillan. Stalin made his sevt polie the fric
ary nstrument of s ruthles purges. They conduced iiervogaticns, orurs
one ol and. expedited the incarceraton, of dissidents . the Siberian labor
camps knoun s the “Gulag.”
i et of the e tials came in 1938 when severel former revoluion-
aries ho had planned the Russian Resolution uith Lenin were condernad and

“For the Fatherland'* is from The Commurist Gmspisacy Part [ Communism Outside he US,
Soion 3 s USSR U5, House o Representacves Report No. 2241, 54ih Congress, 2nd Sesion
i " .G Governmen Priating Office, 1956), pp. 287-288.
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executed. These included “Trotskyites” and “Bukharinites,”whose opposition was
especially troubling. Stalin's victims cuen éncluded heads of the secrat police, who
sunply canished one day and were quickly eplaced. Staln thus used teror effec-
tively and mainiained s preeminent autherity by making sure that there were no
entiencled or sofe psitions in the state. The estimated rumbers of his purge vic-
tims including Kulaks range from ten to twenty million. Even when compared
with Adolf Hitlr's impasition. of the Holocaust, Stalin was perhaps history's
greatest mass murderer

The first selction is from the official organ of the Communist party, Pravda
(meaning “Truih"). The proclamation of patriotsm served as justification fo in-
tensifing the penaliiesof reason. The following accounts o the pirge tricls and
the Gulag give evidence of the mature of Stalin’s dominancs,

For our fatherland! This call fans the flame of heroism, the flame of creative
initiative in pursuits and all fields of our rich life. For our fatherland! This
call arouses millions of workers and alerts them in the defence of their great
counery

The defence of the fatherland is the supreme law of life. And he who raises
his hand against his country, he who becrays his country should be destroyed.

Today we publish the decree of the Central Executive Committee of the
USSR regarding the supplementing of the statutes of the state criminal code
with articles on treason. The Soviet country is very dear to the workers.

‘They have paid for it dearly in blood and suffering in their struggle with ex-
ploiters and interventionists and they will not allow anone to betray their
country and will not allow anyone 1o bargain with her interests

For high treason, for acts detrimental to the country's military might, or
scate independence, or inviolability of her territories, for espionage, for di-
vulging military or state secres, for deserting'to the enermy, o esCaping across
the border, the Soviet court will punish the guilty by shooting or by confiscat
ing all his property. In the case of a civilian, some leniency will be shown
according to circumstances, and for the death penalty will be substituted
the confiscation of his property or imprisonment for tén years. For a person
in military service, however, for treason there will be only one measure of
punishment—execution by shooting with confiscation of all his property. In-
dividual members of his family are also responsible for the acts of traitors. In
the case of the escape or flight across the border of a person in military
service, all mature members of his family, if they are implicated in aiding the
criminal, or knew of his intentions and did not report them (o the authorities,
are punished by imprisonment for five to ten years with confiscation of all
their propery.

The other members of the family of the traitor and all his dependents at
the time he commitied treason are subject to disfranchisement and exile to
some remote region in Siberia for five years.

Traitors should be punished unmercifully. On the other hand, if a person
in militaryservice was aware of a plot 1o betray the government of of an act of
betrayal and did - report this to the authorities, he is subject to imprison-

mentfor teny e cannot be a neutral observer where the interests of

the country or the workers and peasans are concerned. T
erime; this s complicity in the crime.

‘This decree of the Central Executive Commitee gis
‘great Soviet Union  new weapon in their hands in the suugel
emies of the proletariat dictatorship. The one hundred and scvena: million
working people who regard the Soviet land as their own mother who has
nursed them to 3 happy and joyous life will deal with the waitors o
therland with all their force. For the fatherland, for its honor an.
and wellbeing!

< s 2 errible

The Purge Trials: “Traitors Must Be Shot Like Dirty Dogs!”
(1938)
ANDRE| VYSHINSKY

The Troskyites and Bukharinces, . . . the eading lights of which are nowin
e prsamers. dork s nota polocal pary o apaliel endency but A band
o Eromioss crminale, and not semply eloniows criminas, bt of crminals
ho have S0 thmsenes @ enemy melligence services, cmnals whom
ten oxdmary felons heat s o baset, th lwest, the ot comtempible, the
ok cepraved ofth depraved

e vesigaton esbishec, and 1 deer it ecessay 0 emind so of s
et ol scope, Comeades Jodges, nat 1 I, immedieen fllaving
e Ocaber Revotison, -« Bulhan an hisgroup of so-cailed ‘Lef Con-
manis and Teouly with s group - - - oxganized gt
T2 the e of ne. Sviet goncrnment

Bulkain and the oher consprators,a ca be ser
he investgaton, amed at. « - verthroving the Seve.
g and i Lenin, Saln, nd Sverdior (Sececr
o51516], and forming a mew govermment made up

Tehat been proved hat s bl consied of
ices afsoves foreign satcs, I has been proved
oy engaged i spionage o behal of these <
eigenes servces ith ot mportant aate

ek been proved tha the bl had rganied
ot suciceded in efecing, & numbe of
ot Pary and government

o eaty, rom young o ld, is saiing and demending one
i e otons s P o e eling o countr 10 the e st
e ko ke v, dogst Our peopl aré demmanding one thing: crush e c-
corsed reptiel

o e maserials of

Trowheites] regu-
< supplied

“The g Trias: “Traitors Musc Be Shot Like Dirty Do is rom Rsort of rurtProcesings
DheC A s Blo ofRigts and Trookytes (Moscons People's Cormsaria o Jsice
heU. 38, English edicion, pp. 696-597.
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‘Time vill pass. The graves of the hateful traitors will grow over with weeds|
ad thistle, they will be covered with eternal contempt of honest Soviet cit:
ens, of the entire Sovict people. But over us, over our happy country, our sun
ll shine with its luminous rays as bright and as joyous as before. Over the
oad cleared of the last scum and fildh of the past, ve, our people, with our
eloved leader and teacher, the great Stalin, at our head, will march as before
nwards and onwards, towards communism!

The Gulag: “Stalin’s Sadistic Nature Thirsted for Blood!”
(1938)

lertain Trouskyists, including Viadimir Ivanoy, Kossior, and Trotsky’s son,
ergei Sedoy, a modest and likeable youth, who had imprudently refused 10
Sliow his parents into exile in 1928, were taken in 2 special convos (0 Moscow.
Ve can only belicve that Stalin was not satished simply to hurl them into the
sndra; his sadistic nature thirsted not only for blood; he wished first to im
reasurably humiliate them and torture them, coercing them into false sclf-
ccusations. Ivanov and Kossior disappeared without trace behind the walls of
1€ Lubyanka prison. As for Sergei Sedov, after a “ireatment” at the Lubyanka
€ was “tricd” at Sverdlovsk, where he had worked as an engineer at the elec-
e station; according 10 the newspaper stories, “he recalled having devoted
imself (0 acts of sabotage” and other “crimes,” for which he was condemned
> be shot

The whole winter of 1937-38 some prisoners, encamped in barracks at the.
rickyard, starved and waited for a decision regarding their fate. Finally, in
farch, three NKVD [Secret Police] officers, with Kashketin at their head, ar-
ved by planc at Vorkuta, coming from Moscow. They came to the brickyard
» interrogate the prisoners. Thirty to forty were called cach day, superficially
uestioned five to ten minutes each, rudely insulted, forced to listen to vile
ame-calling and obscenities. Some were greeted with punches in the face;
 Kashkedin himself several times beat up one of them, the Old Bolshevik Vi
1p Virapov, a former member of the Central Committee of Armenia.

Two days Jater, there was a new call, this time of forty names. Once more
1ere was a ration of bread. Some, out of exhaustion, could no longer move;
aey were promised a ride in a cart. Holding their breath, the prisoners re
saining in the barracks heard the grating of the snow under the feet of the
eparting convoy. For a long time there was no sound; but all on the watch
ill listened. Nearly an hour passed in this way. Then, again, shots resounded
+ the wndra; this time, they came from much further away, in the direction
€ the narrow railway which passed three kilometers from the brickyard. The
‘cond “convoy” definitely convinced those remaining behind that they had
sen irremediably condemned.

“The Gulag: Sy
evitness Report” |

it Nature Thirced for Blood”* s from “Troukyits at Vorkucs: An
mat Sodallst Revi vol. 24, . 3 (Sums 1963, p. 7.
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. The cxseuons i he wndra e h whole s of el and prtof

May. Usually one day out of o, or one day out of three, thirty to forty prisoners
ere called. Ttis characteristic to note that each time, some common criminals,
repeaters, were included. In order to terrorize the prisoners, the offcials, from
time 0 time, made publicly known by means of local radio, the list of those
shiot. Usually broadcasts began as follows: ‘For counter-revolutionary agitztion,
sibotage, brigandage in the camps, refusal to work, attempts to escape, the fol-
lowing have been shot . . " followed bya listof names of some political prison-
s mixed with a group of common criminals,

At the beginning of May, 2 group of women were shot. . . ¢ the time of
«xecution of 2 male prisoner, his imprisoned wife was automaticals liable to
capital punishment; and when it was a question of well known members of the
Opposition, this applicd equally to any of his children aver the age of telve.

The Soviet State Ideal

The Creation of “Stalinism” (1934)
JOSEPH STAUIN

The ineteenth-cenury poliical thinker Karl Mars had estat
Sophicaltenets o communism in 1848 that had guided Levin, T
sevelutionaries oward. the estabichment of a communit soc
aific about his vison of @ community of werkers, the prolecric
work tn harmons after the stae had “witherad auay” Mars wcs -
speciic, however egarding th details or ime span of this o
clutionaries ke Lenin were et on their oum 1o make
accommadations were necessary to implement Mar's visio
voted Marsis and trid 1o emasin foithfulto his general 93
while outuardly profesing Marsism, reintepretd the v
Jollouing address at the Seventeenth Party Congess i

is revisd concepion of Marsism. In fat i wos his
Jltence of Mars and.the imposicicn of his oun philess
lermed “Stalinism.” Note carfulyStalin's views o hé v
Jfare, rather than the “withering asayof the sates infin
equality, rether than @ community of equals; and e
ofort t efect change, rathr than the unyiclding
nd comomic fores

It goes without saying that a classless society cannor come of self, sponta-
neovly, astwere. I has o b achieved an buil i ch efforsof ll she vk
ing people, by surengthening the organs of the dictatorship of the proletariat,
by intensifying the class struggle, by abolishing classes. by climinading the

“The €
Langusges

of Sutinian” is from Joseph Sl Posions L
ing House, 1953), pp. 631652, 635
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remnants of the capitalist classes, and in batdes with enemies both internal
and external

‘The point is clear, one would think. And yet, who does not know that the
promulgation of his clear and elementary thesis of Leninism has given rise o
not a litle confusion and to unhealthy sentiments among 2 section of Party
‘members? The thesis that we are advancing towards a classless society—which
was put forward as a slogan—was interpreted by them to mean 3 spontaneous
process. And they began t© reason in this way: If it s a classless society, then wc
can reiax the class struggle, we can relax the dictatorship of the proletariat
and get rid of the state altogether, since it is fated to wither away soon in any
case. They dropped into a state of moon-calf ecstasy, in the expectation that
s00n there vill be no classes, and therefore no class struggle, and therefore no.
cares and worries, and therefore we can lay down our arms and retire—to
sleep and to wait for the advent of a classless socicty:

I¢ goes without saying that if this confusion of mind and these non
Bolshevik sentiments obtained a hold over the majrity of our Party, the Party
would find iself demobilized and disarmed.

[Some] people evidently think that socialism calls for equalization, for lev-
elling the requirements and the individual lives of the members of sociey.
Needless 10 say, such an assumption has nothing in common with Marxism,
with Leninism. By equality Marxism means, not equalization of individual re-
quirements and individual life, but the abolition of classes, L., 2) the equal
emancipation of all working people from exploitation after the capitalists
have been overthrown and expropriated; b) the equal abolition for all of pri-
vate property in the means of production after they have been converted into
the property of the whole of society; c) the equal duty of all to work according.
0 their ability, and the equal right of all working people to receive remunera.
tion according to the amount of work performed (socialistsocity); d) the equal
duty of all 10 work according to their ability, and the equal right of all working
people 10 receive remuneration according 1 their needs (communist socity)
Furthermore, Marxism proceeds from the assumption that people’s tastes and
requirements are not, and cannot be identical, equal, in regard 10 quality or
quantisy either in the period of socialism or in the period of communism.
‘That s the Marxian conception of equality

Literature and the Soviet Ideal: “The Craftsmen
of Culture” (1934)
MAXIM GORKY

With the launching of the First Five Year Plan in 1928, Stalin decided that the
cvative arts lterature, dance, music, and the visual arts) had to be mobilized to
support the state fforts to industrialie the econamsy and collctvize agriculture,

Literawre and i e Teal i from H. G, Scot, ., Prbies o St Lt (Moscon:
(Cooperadse ubis  cieqyof Foreign Workers in the USSR, 1935),pp. 55-54,64-61.
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Al artistic ndecver had 1o b el o the s, 50 crtivityand xpers
mentotion wenecondemned. Thems suggeted fo ceativeartits ndhuded ndus
(el consirucion, th fight agains el aggresion and imernal suversio,
and.the goryof e on collsiv farns, Socialit realim bcame he erde of he
day, and (e Sate demanded that artistsand urilers depict Sovik oty ot as i
10, bt s it s suppesed. Lo b Musc s 0 b meodic and. imby roundad
il thas, at el o et moder an o dance wer v The
et . oupeuring ofpoler at epiingsunas from the R ol
G oot of M Lo, Bl was bk i a st mode o
s on reolutionary themss,

The fomous revoliionary writer Masim Gory become the eading adsocate o
Soviet saliom. T i foling lcion b disosied he i standards of St
Biraturs 1 o it confrntein 1935

The CommunistLeninist Party, the workers' and peasants’ government of the
Union of Socialist Soviets, which have destroyed capitalism throughout the
fength and breadth of warist Russia, which have handed over policical pover
10 the workers and the peasants, and which are organizing a free classless so-
ciety, have made it the object of their daring, sage, and indefatigable activity to
free the working masses from the age-old yoke of an old and outworn history
of the capitalst development of culture, which today has glaringly exposed all
its vices and itscreative decrepitude. And it s from the height of this great aim
that we honest writers of the Union of Soviets must examine, appraise and or-
yanize our work.

s the principal hero of our books we should choose labor,.¢.a person, or-
anized by the processes of labor, who in our country is armed wich the full
night of modern technique, a person who, in his tarn, so organizes labor that
it becomes casicr and more productive, raising it o the level of an art.

‘The party leadership of literature must be thoroughly purged of all philis-
line influences. Party members active in literature must not only be the teach-
ers of ideas which will muster the energy of the proletariatin all countries for
the last battle for its freedom; the party leadership mus, in all its conduct,
show a morally authoritative force, This force must imbue literary workers first
i foremost with a consciousness of their collective responsibility for all that
happens in cheir midst, Soviet ierature, with all ts diversity oftalents, and the
steadily growing number of new and gifted writers, should be organized s an
integral collective body, as @ potent instrument of socialist cultuze. - . . The
idea, of course, is not o restrict individual creation, but to furnish it with the
widést means of continued powerful development.

‘The high standard demanded of literature, which is being rapidly re
molded by lfe iself and by the cultural revolutionary work of Lenin's party, is
duc to the bigh cstimacion in which the party holds the importance of the lit-
erary art. There has never been a state in the world where science and liera:
ture enjoyed such comradely help, such care for the raising of professional
proficiency among the workers of art and science.

‘The n-~letarian state must educate thousands of firstclass “craftsmen of
culture  tineers of the soul.” This is necessary in order (0 restore to the




