r part of the punishment for sin) Other people sought cer
krity of salvation in the popular mystical movement known
e Modem Devotion, which dewnplayed religious dogma
andfsireszed the need o follow the weachings of Jesus.
i Kempis, author of The Imitation of Chedst, wrote that
t the day of judgment we shall nor be examined by

reenth cen -whether expressed through such  exvernal
fiorces as the eration of relics and the buying of indulgenoes
or the mystical \Qarh-—was irs adherence to the orthodox beliefs
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CALLS FOR REFORM At th
reform were alveady at work
the end of the fifteenth and t
century. Especially noticeable we
the religioes orders of the Frar
Augustintans. Members of these gro
sis on preaching to laypeople, One
was Johannes Geiler of Kaisersherg
denounced the corruprion of the cdergy.

The Oratory of Divine Love, frst oiffgnized in ltaly in

actz of char-
« Christian

ing personal spiritual development and outwa
ity. The “philosophy of Christ,” advocared by
humanist Erasmug, was especially appealing to m
The Oratory’s members included a number of ca
favored church reform. A Spanish acchbishop,
Ximencs, was especially active in using Christian hu
to reform the church, To foster spirituality among the
he had a number of veligious writdngs, including Thon
Kempis's The Imitetion of Christ, translated into Spanish.

Martin Luther and the
Reformation in Germany

e FOCUS QUESTION: What were Mastin Luther's
( ) main disagreements with the Roman Catholic Church,
I nd what political, econemic, and social conditions
help explain why the movement he began spread so
quickly across Europe?

The Protestant Reformation began with a typical medieval
question: Whar must | do m be saved? Martin Luther, a
deeply religious man, found an answer that did net fir within
the tradidonal teachings of the lae medieval church.

Ulimately, he split with thar church, desroying the religions
undry of western Christendom. That other people were oon-
cerned with the same question is evident in the rapid spread
of the Reformarion. Bur religion was so entangled in the
social, cconomic, and political forces of the period that the
Protestant reformers” hope of transforming the church quickly
proved illusory.

The Early Luther

Martin Luther was born in Germany on MNeavember 10, 1483,
His father wanted him to became a lawyer, so Luther enrolled
at the University of Erfurt, where he received his bachelor’s
depree in 1302, Three years later, after becoming a master in
the liberal arts, the young man began to study law. Bur Lucher
was not content, not in small parr due o his long-standing reli-
gious inclinations. That sunumer, while returning to Erfurt afier
a brief visic home, he was caught in a ferocious thunderstorm
and vowed that if he survived anseathed, he would become a
mionlk. He then entered the maskastic order of the Augnstiman
Hermits in Brfurr, muoch to his father's disgust. In the monas.
tery, Luther focused on his major concein, the assurance of sal-
vation. The traditional heliefs and practices of the church
seermwd unable o relieve his obsession with this question, espe-
clally evident in his scruggle with the sacrament of penance or
confession. The sacraments were a8 Cathalic's chief means of
receiving God's grace; confession offered the opportunity 1o
have one's sins forgiven. Luther spent hours confessing his sins,
but he was abways doubaful. Had he remembered all of his
sins? Even maore, how could a hopeless sinmer be acceptable (o
a totally just and all-powerful God? Luther threw himself into
his monastic routine with 3 venpeanoe

1 was indeed a pood monk and kepr my order so stricely that |
oould sy that if ever a monk could get to heaven through
monastic discipline, | was thar mook, ... And yer my con-
seience would nob give me gemadnry, bur | always doubued
and said, “You dide't do thar right. Yoo werent conrite
enongh. Tou lefi thar out of your confession.” The mare 1
tided o remiedy an uncertain, weak and toubled conscience
with human traditions, the move [ daily found it more uncer

tain, waaker aod moie rronbled.”

Despite his strenuous elforts, Luther achieved no certainty

Ta help overcome his difficuldes, his superiors recom-
mended that the monk study theelogy, He received his doc-
morate in 1512 and then became a professor in the theological
faculty ar the University of Wittenberyg (VIT-ten-bayrk), lec-
twring on the Bible. Sometime beteeen 1513 and 1514,
through his study of the Bible, he arrived at an answer to his
problem.

Cathole doctrine had emphasized that beeh faith and good
warks were required for a Christian to achieve personal salva-
fion. In Luther's eyes, liuman beings, weak and powerless in
the sight of an almighty God, could never do enough good
warks to merit salvation. Through his study of the Bible, espe-
cially his work on Paul's Eplstde 1o the Romans, Luther redis-
covered another way of viewing this problem. To Luther,
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humans are saved not through their good works but through
faith in the promises of God, made possible by the sacrifice of
Jesus on the cross, The doctring of salvation or justification by
grace through faith alone became the primary doctrine of the
Protestant Reformation (justification is the act by which a per-
son is made deserving of salvation), Because Luther had artived
at this doctrine from hig study of the Bible, the Bible became
for Luther, as for all other Protestants, the chief guide to reli-
gious truth. Justification by faith and the Bible as the sole
authority in religicus affairs were the twin pillars of the Protes-
tant Reformation.

THE INDULGENCE CONTROVERSY Luther did not see hime
self as either an innovator or a heretic, but his involvement in
the indulgence controversy propelled him into an open con-
frontation with church officials and forced him to see the
theological implications of justification by faith alone, In 1517,
Pope Leo X had issued a special jubilee indulgence to finance
the ongoing construction of Saint Peter's Basilica in Rome.
Johann Terzel, a rambunctious Dominican, hawked the indul-
gences in Germany with the slogan “As soon as the coin in
the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.”

Luther was greadly distressed by the sale of indulgences, cer-
tain that people who relied on these pieces of paper to assure
themselves of salvation were guaranteeing their eternal damna-
ton instead. Angered, he issued his Ninety-Five Theses,
although scholars are unsure whether he nailed them o a
church door in Wittenberg, as is traditionally alleged, or mailed
them to his ecclesiastical superior. In either case, his theses
were a stunning indictement of the abuses in the sale of indul-
gences (see the box on p. 373). It is doubtful that Luther
intended any break with the church over the isue of

Martin Luther and Katherina
von Bora. This double portrait of
Martin Luther and his wife was done
by Lucas Cranach the Elder (n 1529,
By this time, Luther’s reforms had
bl?g.lﬂ o make an 1mpm:t m m:\r.)'
parts of Germany. Luther martied
Katherina van Bora in 1525, thug
creating a new model of family life
for Protestant mindsgers,

indulgences. [f the pope had clarified the use of indulgences, as
Luther wished, he would probably have been satisfied, and the
controversy would have ended. But Pope Leo X did not wke
the issue seriously and is even reported to have said that
Luther was simply “some drunken German who will amend
his ways when he sobers up.” Thousands of copies of a Ger-
man translation of the Ninety-Five Theses were quickly printed
and were received sympathetically in a Germany that had a
long tradition of dissatisfaction with papal policies and power.

Of course, Luther was not the first theologian to critdze
the powers of the papacy. As we saw in Chapter 12, john
Wyclif at the end of the fourteenth century and John Hus at
the beginning of the fifteenth century had attacked the exces
sive power of the papacy, Luther was certainly well aware of
John Hus's fate at the Council of Constance, where he was
burned at the stake on charges of heresy.

THE QUICKENING REBELLION The controversy reached an
important turning point with the Leipzig Debate in July 1519.
In Leipzig, Luther's opponent, the capable Cathalic theolo-
gian Johann Eck, forced Luther to move beyond indulgences
and deny the authority of popes and councils. During the
debare, Eck also identified Luther's ideas with those of John
Hus, the condemned heretic. Luther was now compelled to
see the consequences of his new theology. At the beginning
of 1520, he proclaimed: “Farewell, unhappy, hopeless, blas-
phemous Rome! The Wrath of God has come upon you, as
you deserve. We have cared for Babylon, and she is not
healed: let us then, leave her, that she may be the habitation
of dragons, spectres, and witches."* At the same time, Luther
was convinced that he was doing God's work and had to pra-
ceed regardless of the consequences
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In three pamphlets published in 1520, Luther moved wowand

4 maote defimte break with the Catholic Church. The Address to

the Nobility of the German Nation was a political tract written in
Cerman in which Luther called on the German princes to over-
throw the papacy in Germany and establish a reformed Ger
man church. The Babylonian Captivity of the Chirch, written in
Latin for theologians, attacked the sacramenzal system as the
means by which the pope and church had held the real mean-
ing of the Gospel captive for a thousand years, Luther called
lor the reform of manasticism and for the clergy 10 marry.
Though virginity is good, he 2rgued, marnage is better, and
freedom of choice is best. On the Freedom of a Chinstian Man was
a short treatise on the doctrine of salvation, It is fith alone, not
good works, thar justifies, frees, and brngs salvation through Je-
sus. Being saved and freed by his faith in Jesus, however, does
not free the Christian from doing good works. Rather, he per-
forms good works out of gratiude 10 God. “Good works do
not make a good man, but a good man does good works."”
Unable 1o accept Luther's forcefully worded dissent from
traditional Catholic teachings, the church excommunicated him
in January 1521, He was also summoned 1o appear before the

Reichstag (RYKHSS-tahk), the imperial diet of the Haoly
Roman Empire, in Worms (WURMZ or VORMPS), convened
by the recendy clected Emperor Charles Vo (1519-1556).
Expected to recant the heretical doctrines he had espoused,
Luther refused and made the famous reply that became the
battle cry of the Reformation:

Since then Your Majesty and your lordsfups desire a simple
reply, 1 will answer without horms and without teeth, Unless 1
am convicted by Seripture and plain reason—I do not accepe
the authonty of popes and councils. for they have contra-
dicted each other—my consclence is caprive to the Word of
God, 1 cannot and | will not recamt anything, for to gn against
conscience is neither right nor safe. Here 1 stand, 1 cannat do
otherwise, God help me, Amen”

Emperor Charles was outraged at Luther’s audacity and gave
his opinion thar "a single friar who goes counter w0 all Chris-
tianity for a thousand years must be wrong ™ By the Edict of
Worms. Martin Luther was made an outlaw within the
empire. His works were to be burned, and Luther himself
was to be captured and delivered to the emperor. Instead,
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Luther’s prince, the Elector of Saxony. sent him into hiding at
the Wartburg (VART-bayrk} Castle, where he remamed for
nearly @ year (see the Film & History feature above)

The Rise of Lutheranism

At the begimning of 1522, Luther retumed to Wittenherg in
toral Saxony and began w organize a relormed church.
While at the Warthurg Castle, Luther’s foremost achievement

—i

P TR Y

was his translation of the New Testament o German,
Within twelve years, his German New Testament had sold
almost 200,000 copies, Lutheranism had wide appeal and
spreadd rapidly, but not primanly tuough the written word
since only 4 10 5 percent of prople in Germany were hiterate.
And most of these were in wban areas.

Instead, the primary means of disseminating Luthes’s ideas
was the sermon. The preaching of evangelical sermons, based
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Woodcut: Luther Versus the Pope. In the 15205, zlter Luther’s retum to Wittenberg, his teachings
begn to spread mpidly, ending ultimately in a reform movement supported by state authorities,
parnphlers containing picturesque woodeuts were impoetant in the spread of Luther's ideas. In the
woodcut shown here, the aracified Jesus attends Luther’s service on the Jeft, while on the rght the pope is
w a table selling indulgences,

on a retumn to the original message of the Bible, found favor
throughout Germany. In city after city, the arrival of preach-
ers presenting Luther’s teachings was soon folilowed by a pub-
lic debate in which the new preachets proved victorious. A
reform of the church was then instituted by state authorities.

Also useful to the spread of the Reformation were pam-
phlets illustrated with vivid weodcuts portraying the pope as
a tudeous Antichrist and titled with catchy phrases such as I
Wonder Why There Is No Money in the Land™ {which, of
course, was an attack on papal greed), Luther also insisted on
the use of music as 2 means to teach the Gospel, and his own
composition, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” became the
bautle hymn of the Reformation:

Standing alone are we undone, the Fiend womld soon
ensiave us;

but for us fights a mighty One whome God has zent to
SAVE WS,

Ask you who is this? Jesus Christ is He, Lord God
of Hausts.

There is no other God; He can and witl wphold us,

THE SPREAD OF LUTHER'S IDEAS Lutheranism spread 1o
both princely and ecclesiastical states in notthern and central
Germany as well as to two-thirds of the free imperial cities, espe-
clally those of southermn Germany, where prosperous burghers,
for boch religious and secular reasons, became committed to
Luther’s cause. Nuremberg, where an active city council led by
the dynamic city secretary Lazarus Spengler (SCHPEN-ler;
Brought about a conversion as carly as 1525, was the fiest

imperial city to convert to Lutheranism. At its outset, the Refor-
mation in Germany was largely an urban phenomenon, Three-
fourths of the early converts to the veform movement were from
the clergy, many of them from the upper classes, which made it
easicr for them to work with the ruling efites in the ces,

A series of crises in the mid- 15208 made it apparent, however,
that spreading the word of God was not as easy as Luther had
originally envisioned—the usual plight of most reformers,
Luther experienced dissent within his own ranks in Wirtenberg
from people such as Andreas Carlstadt (KARL-shtaht), who
wished to initiate a more radical reform by abelishing all relics,
images, and the Mass. Luther had no sooner dealt with them
than he began 1o face opposition from the Christian humanists.
Many had initally supported Luther, belicving that he shared
their goal of reforming the abuses within the church. Bur when
it became apparent that Luther’s movement threatened the
unity of Christendom, the older generation of Chnistian human-
ists, including Erasmus, broke with the reformer, A younger
generation of Christian humanists, however, played a significant
role in Lutheranism. When Philip Melanchthon {muh-LANK-
tun) (1497-1560} arrived in Wittenberg in 1518 at the age of
twenty-one to teach Greek and Hebrew, he was immediately
auracted 1o Luther's ideas and became a staunch supporter

THE PEASANTS' WAR Luther's greatest challenge i the mid-
1520s, however, came from the Peasants’ War. Peasant dissat-
isfaction in Germany stemmed from several sources. Many
peasants had not been touched by the gradual economic
improvement of the carly sixteenth century. In some areas,
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LoONer and the “Robbing and Murdering Hordes of Peasants™
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Martin Luther, Against the Robbing
and Murdering Hordes of Peasants

The peasants have taken on themselves the burden of thi
terrible sine against God and man, by which they have
abundandy merited death in body and soul In the first place
they have sworn to be truc and faithfisl, sabmissive and
obedient, to their rulers, as Christ communds, when he says.
“Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's,’ and in
Romans X1, “Let eveeyone be subject unto the higher
powers.” Because they are breaking this obedience, and are
sewing themselves against the higher powers, willfully and
with violence, they have forfeited body and soul, as faithless,
perjured, lying, disobedient knaves and scoundrels are wont
todo. ...

n the second place, they are starting & rebellion, and
violently robbing and plundering monasteries and castles
which are not theirs, by which they have a second time

deserved death in body and soul, if only as highwaymen and
murderess, .. . For rebellion is not simple murder, but is like a
great fire, which attacks and lays wasic a whole land. . ..
Therefore, let everyone who can, smite, slay and stab,
secretly or openly, remembering that nothing can be more

poisonous, ‘hurtful or devilish than a rebel.. ..

In the third place, they cloak this terrible and hoerible sin
with the Gospel, call themselves “Christian brothers,” receive
oaths and homage, and compel people to hold with them 1
these abominations. Thus, they become the greatest of all
blasphemers of God and slanderers of his holy Name, serving
the devil. under the outward appearance of the Gospel, thux
earning dearh in body and soul ten tmes over, ... It does oy
help the peasants, when they pretend that, according 10
Genesis 1 and 11, all things were created free and common,
and that all of us alike have been baptized. . .. For baptism
does not make men free in body and property, but in soul;
and the Gospel does not make goods common. ., . Since the
peasants, then. have brought both God and man down upon
them and are already so many times guilty of death in body
and soul. . 1 must instruct the worldly governors how they
are to act in the matter with a clear conscicnce,

First, 1 will not oppose a ruler who, even though he does
Myolerate the Gospel, will smite and putiish these peasants
withWy offering to submit the case to judgment. For he is
within ggights, since the peasants are not conterding any
longet for MgGospel, but have become faithless, perjured,
disobedient, yOllious murderers, robbers and blasphemers,
whom even heatMg rulers have the right and power to
punish; nay, it is theluty to punish them, for it s just for
this purpose that they DR the sword, and are “the ministers
of God upon him that docTgil.”

O) What does this passage tell you JQgut the political

Bl nterests and sympathias of key 7eNINGE reformers
like Luther? Were the seformers really i asted in
bringing about massive social changes to JEQEMPaNy
their religious innovations?

S urce: Trom Marts Lufher Documests of Modem Histery by € G, Rupp and By Drewery, Pgrave Macmilan, 1970, Roroducad wih pessssson of Fulirave Macrilan

especially southwestern Germany, influential local lords con-
inued 1o abuse their peasants, and new demands for taxes
and other services caused them to wish for a returmn to "the
good ald days.” Sonial discontent soon became entangled with
religious revolt as peasants looked to Martin Luther, believing
that he would support them, & was not Luther, however, but
one of his ex-followers, the radical Thomas Miintzer
(MOON-tsur), himseif a pastor, who inflamed the peasants
against their rulers with his fiery language: “Strike while the
iron is hot!" Revolt first erupted in southwestem Germany in
June 1524 and spread northward and castward.

Luther reacted quickly and vehemently against the peasants.
in his pamphlet Against the Robbing and Murdering Hordes of Peas
ants. he called on the German princes to “smite, slay and swb”
the stupid and stubborn peasantry (see the box above).

Luther. who knew bow much his reformation of the church
dependied on the full support of the German princes and magis
trates, supported the nulers, although he also blamed them for
helping to set off the rebellion by their carlier harsh treatment of
the peasants. To Luther, the state and its rulers were ordained
by God and given the authority 10 maimtain the peace and order
necessary for the spread of the Gospel. It was the duty of princes

(CHRONOIOGY  Luther's Reform Movement
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Ninety-Five Theses 1547
Lewprig Debate 1519
Dt and Edicr of Worms 1521

Peasanty’ War 15241525
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(o put down all revolts. By May 1525, the German princes had
suthlessly suppressed the peasant hordes. By this time, Luther
firandd himself ever more dependent on state authontes for the
growth and maintenance of his reformed church,

Crrganizing the Church

Justification by faith alone was the starting point for most of
Protestantism’s major doctrines. Sinee Luther downplayed the
role of good works in salvation, the sacraments also had o be
redlefined, No longer regarded as meriteaming works, they
were now viewed as divinely established signs signifying the
promise of salvation. Based on his interpretation of scripeural
authority, Luther kept only two of the Catholic Church’s
seven sacraments—baptist and the Lord's Supper, Baptism
siggnified rebirth through grace. Regarding the Lord's Supper,
Luther denied the Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation,
which taught that the substance of the bread and wine con-
sumed in the rite & miraculously mransformed into the body
and blood of jesus. Yet he continued to insist on the real pres-
cnce of Jesus's body and blood in the bread and wine given as
a testament 1o God's forgiveness of sin

Luther’s emphasis on the importance of Scripture led him to
reject the Catholit belief that the authority of Scripture must be
supplemented by the tradinons and dearees of the church. The
word of God as revealed in the Bible was sufficient authority in
religious affairs. A hierarchical priesthood was thus unnecessary
since all Chnstians who followed the word of God were their
own prests, censtituting 2 “priesthoed of all believers.” Even
thaugh Luther thus considered the true church to be an invisible
entity, the difficulties of actually establishing a reformed church
ledt him to believe that a tangible, orgamzed church was needed,
Since the Catholic ecclesiagtical hierarchy had been scrapped,
Luther came to rely increasingly on the princes or state author-
ines to organize and guide the new Lutheran reformed churches.
He had lule choice. Secular authorities m Germany, as else-
where, were soon playing an important role in church affairs. By
1550, in the German states that had converted to Lutheranism,

CHART 13.1

The Mabsbares as Holy Roman Esmpesers and I(inr,\ of Spain

both princes and city councils appointed officials who visited
churches in thewr ternmtories and regulated matters of worship.
The Lutheran churches in Germany {and later in Scandinavia)
quickly became territoral or state churches in which the state
supervised and disciplined church members.

As part of the development of these state-dominated
churches, Luther also instituted new religious services to
replace the Mass. These featured a worship service consisting
of a vermacular liturgy that focused on Bible reading, preach-
mg the word of God, and song. Following his own denuncia-
don of clerical celibacy, Luther married a former nun,
Katherina von Bora (kat-uh-REE-nuh fun BOH-rah), in
1525. His union provided a model of married and family life
for the new Protestant minister,

any and the Reformation:
ion and Politics

very beginning, the fate of Luther’s movement was
to political affairs. In 1519, Charles |, king of Spain
of Emperor Maximilian {sce Chart 13.1). was
oman Emperor as Chardes V. Charles ruled over
an immense qpire, consisting of Spam and its overseas posses-
sions, the wadfonal Austrian Habsburg lands, Bohemia, Hun-
gary, the LowWCounties, and the kingdom of Naples in
southern ltaly (scqQap 13.1). The extent of his passessions was
reflected in the lan¥lages he used: “'1 speak Spanish 1o God, laal-
ian to women, Frend@to men, and German 1o my horse.” Politi-
cally, Charles want maintain his dynasty’s control over his
enonmous empire; rehgusly, he hoped to presecve the unity of
the Catholic faith throMghour his empire. Despite Charles's
strengrhs, his empire was \Qerextended, and he spenr a lifetime
in futile pursuir of his goal@Four major problems-——the French,
the papacy, the Turks, and \Qermany's internal SALon-—<ost
him both his dream and his h. At the same time, the emper-
or's problems gave Luther's md@ement time to grow and orga-
nize before facing the comeerted Olaught of the Catholic forces
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Charles V
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Holy Roman Emperor {1519~ 1556}
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