wQgiare with their northeastern Slavic nedghbors. The Hussite
wart Qe The Problems of Heresy and Retorm™ later in this
chaprerSged o further dissension and civil war. Because of a
weak m by, the Bofemtan nobles incressed their authority
and wealth aNge expense of both crown and church

The history Q& Hurngary had been closely tied to thar of
central and wests urope By i conversion to Roman Ca-
rholicism by German€Qgsstonaries. The church became 2 large
and prosperous NSt Wealthy bizhops, along with the
great rerritorial lomds, becd pewerful, independent political
figures, For a briel while, HiRgary developed into an impor-
rant European state, the dormin¥E power in eastern Burope,
King Matthias Corvinus {muh-THNgss kor-VY-nuss) (1458
14490} broke the power of the wea lords and creared a
well-organized burcaucracy. Like a typicRenaissance prince,
he patronized the new humanist colurgbrought (ralian
scholars and artists to his capital at Buda, and€gade his court
pne of the most brilliant ouside Ttaly. After hisQgarh, how
pver, Hungary retumed to weak role, and the workNE Corvi-
nus was largehy undane,

Since the thirteenth conmry, Rusia had been undeNgae
domination of the Mongols, Gradually, the princes of Moseo
rose T prominence by wvsing their clase relaconship w the
tdomgol knans o increase their wealth and expand e posses-
gong. In the reign of the great prince van [l [1462-1305), a
new Fussian state-—the principality of Moscow—was born. hem

Il ancexed other Russian principalitics and ook advantage of

dissension armong the Maongols to throw off their yoke by 1430
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The Ottoman Turks and the End of
the Byzantine Empire
Eastern Burope was increasingly threaened by the gfFadily
advancimg Cttoman Turks (see Map 12.4). The Mfzannne
Empire had, of course, served as a buller berweendfe Muslim
hliddle East and the Latin West for centueles, it had been
severely weakened by the sack of Constantng@fle in 1204 and
its oecupation by the West, Although the Pgfieclogus dynascy
(1260-1453) had tried to reestablish Bygftine power in the
Balkans after the overthrow of the 1 empire. the threas
from the Turks Anally doomed the | @f-lasting empire
Beginning in mortheastern Asia Jfnor in the thirtesnth cen
mury, the Omoman Turks spread gbidly, seizging the lands of the
Seljuk Turks and the Byzantingfmpire, In 1345, they bypassed
Comgtantinople and movegdfnn the Balkans. Under Sultan
kurad (moo-RAHD), Oygffnan forces moved through Bulgaria
anid imto the lands of thg@ferbs, who pau'-.'ilir:d & sLrong center of
opposition wnder Kinglaear (lah-ZAR). But in 1389, at the Bar-
de of Kosovo (KAYWES-suh-voh', Onoman forces defeated the
Serbs; both Kingdliear and Sultan Murad pershed in the barde

Kosowo becangla battleficld bong revered and remwembered by
the Serhs. untl 1450 were Bosnia, Albanda, and the rest of
crbvia a2 1o the Omoman Empire in the Balkans,

o ([ meantime, in 1453, the Citomans completesd the de-
miscRR the Byzantne Empire. With 80,000 troops ranged
s ¢ 700 defenders, Sultan Mehmer 11 (ren=-MET laid

e o ORetantiwople. In thedr attack on the city, the Turks
1ade U=E o wive casmons with 26400t barrels that could
launch stone bR weighing up 1o 1,200 pounds each. Finally,
the walls were b the Byzanune emperor died in the
final hartle. BMehmetr Wstandimg before the palace of the em-
peror, pased w0 reflecs Oghe passing namne of human glacy.
Afier thedr conquest of Wgmstantinople, the Onoman Turks
priesd b0 gomiplete theds conqueleef thee Balkans, where they had
been established smee the fourtgth century, Although they
were successhe] in taking the Rom3n weminny of Wallachia
iwah-LAY-kee-uh in 1476, the restsra¥of the Hungarians ini-
tialhy kept the Turks from advancing up oganube valley. Undl
the end of the Gfteenth century, internal proMos and the need
po consolidate their eastern fromtiers kept the Negks from any
fuither amacks on Burope. Bur ar the begimming of Qg sixteenth
cenpary, the Comans would renews their affensive dnsc the
West, challenging Hungary, Austria, Bobermia, and PolMg and
threateming o mum the Mediterranean into a Turkish ke

The Church in the Renaissance

W FOCUS QUESTION: What were the policles of the
(“-..._ Renalssance popes, and what impact did those policies

have on the Catholic Church?

As a regult of the efforts of the Coundl of Constance, the
Gireat Schism had finally been brought to an end in 1417 (see
Chapter 11}, The ending of the schism proved to be the coun-
cil's easiesr task; iowas much less successful i dealing with
the problems of heresy and reform,
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MAP 12.4 The Ottoman Empire
Europe and the Muslim Middle East, the Byzantine Empire quickly wened in power and teritory after
crusadess sacked Constantinopla in 1204, The Ottoman Turks slowly gainad Byzantine termtory and
ended the thousand-yoar ermpire with the tall of Constantinople in 1453,

Why woetd the Byzantine Empire hava found it difficatt ta make alflances by 14037
.

The Problems of Heresy and Reform

Heresy was not a new problem, and w the thirteenth century,
the church had developed inquisitorial machinery to deal with
i But two widespread movements in the fourwenth and
early fifteenth centuties—Loltardy and Hussitism—posed tiew
threats to the church.

WYCLIF AND LOLLARDY English Lollardy was a product of
the Oxford theologian John Wyclif (WIK-f) (c. 1328-1384),
whose disgust with derical corsuption led him t© make a far-
ranging attack on papal authority and medieval Christian
beliefs and practices. Wydlif alleged that there was no basis in
Scripture for papal caims of temporal authority and advo-
cated that the popes be stripped of their authority and thew
property, Belicving that the Bible should be a Christtan’s sole
authority, Wycif urged that it be made avatlable i the ver-
nacular languages so that every Christian could read it Rejeet:
ing all practices not mentioned  in - Scripture,  Wyehf
condemned pilgrimages, the veneration of saints, and a whole

and Southeastern Europe. L0nd a buffer betwean Christian

series of rituals and rites thar had developed in the medicval
church, Wyclif atiracted a numbes of followers who cama Lo
be known as Lollards.

HUS AND THE HUSSITES A murriage between the royal fami-
lies of England and Bohemis enabled Loliard ideas w spread
10 HBohemia, where they veinforced the ideas of a group of
Czoch reformers led by the chancellor of the univensity at
Prague, John Hus (1374-1415) i his call for reform, Hus
urged the elimination of the worldliness and cormuption of the
clergy and attacked the excessive power of the papacy within
the Catholic Church. Hus’s objections fell on seceptive ears,
for the Catholic Church, as ane of the largest landowners in
Bohemia, was afready widely criticized. Moreover, many cler-
gymen were German, and the nutve Czechs' strong resent
ment of the Germans who dominated Bohemia also
contbuted to Flus's movement.

The Counal of Constance awempted to deal with the
growing problem of heresy by summoning John Hus to the
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council, Granted safe conduct by Emperor Sigismund, Hus
went in the hope of a free hearing of his Ideas. Instead he was
srrested, condemned as a heretic (by a narrow vote), and
nurned at the stake in 1415 This action umed the unrest in
Bohemia into revolutionary upheaval, and the resulting Hus-
site wars racked the Holy Roman Empire untl a truce was
arranged in 1436

REFORM OF THE CHURCH The efforts of the Coundl of
Constance to reform the church were even less successful
than its attempe to eradicate heresy. The council passed two
reform decrees. Sacrosancta (sak-roh-SANK-tuh) stated that
a general council of the church received its authority from
God; hence, every Christian, including the pope, was subject
to its authority, The decree Frequens (FREE-kwens) provided
for the regular holding of general councils to ensure that
church reform would cominue. Taken together, Sacrosancia
and Freguens provided for a legislactive system within the
church superior to the popes,

Decrees alone, however, proved msufficient 1o reform the
church. Councils could issue decrees, but popes had to exe-
cute them, and popes would not cooperate with councils that
diminished their authority. Beginning as early as Martin V in
1417, successive popes wotrked steadfasdy for thirty years to
defeat the conciliar movement. The final blow came in 1460,
when Pope Pius Il issued the papal bull Execrabilis (ek-sub-
KRAB-uh-liss), condemning appeals to a council over the
head of a pope as heretical

By the mid-fifteenth century, the popes had reasserted
their supremacy over the Catholic Church. No longer, how-
ever, did they have any possibility of asserting supremacy
over temporal govemments as the medieval papacy had,
Although the papal monarchy had been maintained, it had
lost much moral presuge. In the fifteenth cenrury, the Renais-
sance papacy contributed 10 an even further decline in the
moral leadership of the popes.

The Renaissance Papacy

The Renaissance papacy encompasses the line of popes from
the end of the Great Schism {1417} to the beginnings of the
Reformation in the eardy sixteenth century. The primary con-
cern of the papacy is governing the Catholic Church as its
spiritual leader. But as heads of the church, popes had tempo-
ral preoccupations as well, and the story of the Renaissance
papacy is really an account of how the latter came to over-
shadow the popes’ spiritual functions.

The manner in which Renaissance popes pursued their inter
ests in the Papal States and Traltan politics, espedially their use of
intrigue and even bloodshed, scemed shocking. Of all the Re-
naissance popes, Julius 11 (1503~1513) was most involved in war
and poliics. The fiery “warmorpope” personally led armies
against his enemics, much to the disgust of picus Cheistians,
who viewed the pope as a spiritual leader, As one intellecrual
wrote, “How, O bishop standing in the room of the Apostes,
dare you teach the people the things that pertain to war?”

To further thelr territorial aims in the Papal States, the
popes necded loyal servants. Because they were not

Gaberia deagh Lifel Porence,/Scala/Mireters par : Berd ¢ e %00 St/ Resoace, NY

A Renalssance Pope: Leo X, The Rensissance popes allowed secular
concerns to overshadow their spiritual duties. Shown heee is the Medicl
pope Leo X. Raphael portrays the pope as a collector of bonis, leaking
up after examining an illuminaced manusceipt with 2 magnifying glass
At the left is the pope’s cousin Guillo, a cardinal. Standing behand the
pope = Luig de” Rossi, another relarive who had also been made a
cardmal

hereditary monarchs, popes could not butld dynasties over
several gencrations and came to rely on the practice of
nepotism to promote their familics’ interests, Pope Sixtus IV
{1471-1484), for example, made five of his nephews cardinals
and gave them an abundance of church offices to build up
their finances (the word nepotism is in fact derived from the
). Alexander VI (1492-1503), a

s

Latin nepas, meaning “nephew™
member of the Borgia family who was known for his de-
bauchery and sensuality, raised one son, one nephew, and the
brother of one mistress to the cardinalate. A Venedan envoy
stated that Alexander, “joyous by nature, thought of nothing
but the aggrandizement of his children.” Alexander scandal-
ized the church by encouraging his son Cesare to carve out a
state for himself from the territories of the Papal States in cen-
tral [taly.

The Renaissance popes were great patrons of Renaissance
culture, and their efforts made Rome a culoural Jeader at the
beginning of the sixteenth century. For the warriorpope
Julius 1I, the patronage of Remaissance culture was mostly &
matrer of policy as he endeavored 1o add two the splendor of
his pontificate by tearing down the Basilica of Saint Peter,
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. which had been built by the emperor Constantine, and begin
. CHRONOLOGY The Church in the Renaissance ning construction of the greatest building in Christendom, the
oresent Samnt Peter’s Basilica.

Council of Constance 1414-1418 _Iu]ius'; spccessor, Leo X (1513-1521), was also a pawon of
Bumning of john His 415 Renaissance culture, not as a master of policy bur as a deeply
end of che Great Schism 1417 involved participant. Such might be expected of the son of Lo

Pius 1l sues the papal bull Execrabilis 1450 renzo de’ Medici, Made an archbishop at the age of cight and a

The Renalssance papacy cardinal at thirteen, he acquired a refined taste in are, manness
Soctus IV 1471-1484 and social lfe among the Florentine Renaisance clite. He

became pope at the age of thirty-seven, reportedly remarking 1o

Adexander VI 1492-1503
fuses M 1503-1513 the Venetian ambassador, “1.er us enjoy the papacy, since God
Leo X 15121521 has given it to us.” Raphael was commissioned 10 do paintings,

and the construction of Saint Peter’s was accelerated as Rome

became the literary and argstic center' of the Renaissance.

CH,.PTER SUMMARY

Beginning in Ita the Renaissance was an era that rediscov-  and Michelangelo, the High Renaissance |
ered the culture oNypcent Greece and Rome. It was also a convincingly portrayed
time of recovery frorWgbe difficulties of the fourteenth cen- The Renaissance i Burope was
tury as well as a period ORgans: 3 :
ation of the economic, PoINGS
begun in the High Middle Ag

The Renaissance was also a o¥
tuals and artists procaimed a new Wy
raised fundamental questions about the Qg
of the individual. The humanists or intell
called their period (from the midfourtcenth Qg the mid-six-
teenth century) an age of rebirth, believing UMy they had
restored arts and letters o new glory. Humanism wilygn intel- ? &
lectual movement based on the study of the Classical Wgeary ourse, the intellecruals and artists of the Renaissance
works of Greece and Rome. The goal of a humanist educaiy e and painted for the upper dasses, and the brilliant nzel-
was to produce individuals of virtue and wisdom. Civic huma al, culneral, and artistic accomplishments of the Renaissance
but also to focus attention on human beinggls “the center  questions aMygt medieval tradi-

and measure things.” This  tions. In advocd¥g a retum to the
' new caltural center. In the works  tury gave Wiy 1o a religious reniSggn that touched the Hves
= of Leonardo da Vind, Raphael,  of people. mcluding the masses, in neWygnd profound ways.

ism posited that the ideal citizen was not only an intellectuz ere products of and for the clite,
.b-’-‘
new R Mice style was devel-

but also an active participant in the life of the state. ideas of the Renaissance did
The Renaissance is perhaps best known for its artisgfPoril- sve a broad base among the
liance. Renaissance artists in Italy sought not only iggf€rsuad asseQi the people. The Renals-
onlookers of the reality of the object they ¥ Bortraying, ~ sance dsSpghowever, raise new
oped, ajgffe all, in Florence, but  citicizing current relil us practices, the humanists raised fun
.'“'1 at thaffhd of the fifteenth century,  damental issues about tWCatholic Church, which was sdll an
! "‘i Rgffissance art moved into a new  important institution. In the'y ccmhoenmryzswcsh;nsecm
‘/}“\ '5' \ Plase in which Rome became the  the next chaptes, the intellectua ssance of te fifteenth cen-
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