$12. French defear and Spanish victory led to the reestablish-
ent of Mediei power in Florence, Stmunch republicans,
uding Machiavelli, were sent into exile. Forced Lo give up
ics, the great love of his life, Machiavelli now veflectesd
litical power and wrote books, including The Prince
one of the most famous treatises on political power in
stern wirkd.

CE Machiavelli's ideas on politics stemmed from

oo ma sources, his knowledge of ancient Rome and his
preoceu n with ltaly's pelitical problems. As a result of
his expericEes, Machiavelli fully realized that the srmall Tralian

states were W match for the larger monarchical states ourside
laly’s bordeMand that Taly itseif had become merely a bat-
teground for \ge armies of foreign states. His AjOT COMOETTS
it The Prince e the acquisidon and expansion of palitical

to restore and maintain order in his time.
, many political theorists stressed the ethi
‘s activity—how a ruler ought to behave
waral principles. Machiavelli bluntly con-

power as the m
in the Middle &

based on Christimn
tradicted this approd

k thar will be wseful, at least to those
o aned s | thoughe ic sensible o go
hevw things are in seal life and no
of an imaginary world, .. For the
pually behave and how they aught
who [gnores everyday realivy
will soom discover be has been
ot how to preserve himself,™

By hope is to wrile
who read it imiellige
straight o 8 discussion
washe e with a didcis
gap hetween how people
to hehave 1s 5o great that &
i order to live wp o an id
taught hoow o desmoy himsed

Machiavelli considered his a ach far more realistic than
that of his medicval forebears,

fn Machiavelli's view, a prir
mst he based on an understand
he perceived as basically self-cente
in general, say this: They are ungra
decelving, avoiders of danger, eager
ity, therefore, could not be restricted
The prince hcts on behalf of the state
ske must be willing to let his conscier
velli pur it

‘s amitude toward power
of human nature, which
: "For of men ong ¢an,
ul, fckle, deceptive and
gain,” Paolitical activ-
moral considerations.
for the sake of the
sleep. As hachia

You need to understand this: A ruler, and piigiculacy a ruler

whir {8 NEW 10 power, carmot conform o all - rules that
men wlho are theaght geod are expecred o e  for he is af
ten ohliged, in order 1o hold on o power, @ bWl his woand,
0 be unchartahle, hursane, and ireligious. 5o
menially preparsd tnoact as circumslances and ch
pune require. As | have said, he should de what is

ean; but he rrust he prepared o do wroog i necesa

Machiavelli found a good example of the new Talis
Cesare Borgia (CHAY-zah-ray BOR-jun), the son
Alexander VI, who used ruthless measures 1o achieve
of carving out a new state in central laly. As Machiave
"So anyone who decides that the policy to foilow whet
has mewly acquired power is to destray One’s cncmie:
secure same allies, to win wars, whether by force or by fra

ke oncself both loved and feared by one’s subjects, . .,
find, in the recent past, & better model to in
o 1 pachiavelll was among the first 1o
ahandon morality as the he analysis of politial activ-
ity (see the box on p. 345).

The Intellectual Renaissance
in Raly

FOCUS QUESTION: What was humanism, and what
effect did it have en philosophy, education, attitudes
toward pelitics, and the writing of history?

Individualism and secularism—we chavacteristics of the [tal
jan Renaissance—were most noticeable in the intellectual and
artistic realms, Italian culture had mamred by the fourteenth
century. For the nest two centuries, lualy was the cultural
leader of Europe. This new Ialian culture was primarily the
product of a relatively wealthy, urban lay society. The maost
impertant literary movement associated withy the Renaissance
wias humanism.

ltalian Renaissance Humanism

Rengissance humanism was an intellectual movement based
on the study of the Classical literary works of Greece and
Rome. Fumanists examined the sudia humanitatis (the sod-
ies of humanity™y—grammar, thetaric, poetry, moral philose
phy or ethics, and history—all based on the writings of
ancient Greok and Romean authors. These are the subjects we
call the humanities.

The central importance of literary prenccupations in Re
naissance humanism is evident in the professional status or
occupations of the humanists. Some of them were teachers of
the humanities in secondary schools and universities, where
they either give accasiomal lectures or held permanent posi-
thoms, often as professars of vhetorie, Others Served as seeresar
jes in the chancelleries of Itakian city-states ©Or at the couUrts of
princes or popes. All of these pecuparions were largely secu-
lar, and most humanists were laymen rather than me mbers of
the clergy.

THE EMERGENCE OF HUMANISM Petrarch [1304-1374) has
ofien been called the father of lalian Renaissance humnanism
(see Chapter 11 omn his wse al the Tralian vemecular), Petrarch
rejecred his father's desive that he become a lawyer and ok
up a literary career instead. Although he lived in Avignon for
a time, most of his last decades were spent in laly as the
guest of varbous princes and city governments. With his wsual
lack of modesty, Petrarch once exclaimed, “Some of the
greatest kings of our time have loved me angl cultivated oy
Friendship. ... When [ was their guest it was mose as if they
were mine."

perrarch did more than any other individual in the four-
teenth century o foster the development of Renaissance
humanism. He was the first inrellectual to characrerize the
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Middle Ages as a period of darkness, promoting the mistaken
belief that medicval culture was ignorant of Classical annquity.
Perrarch’s interest in the classics led him on a quest for forgot-
ten Laoin manuscripts and set in morion a ransacking of monas-
tie libraries throughout Europe. In his preoccupation with the
classics and their secular content, Petrarch worried at times that
he might not be sufficiently attentive to spinitual weals (see the
box above). His qualms, however, did not prevent him from
inaugurating the humanist emphasis on the use of pure Classi-
cal Latin, making it fashionable for humanists vo use Cicero as
a model for prose and Virgll for poemy. As Petrarch said,
“Christ is my God; Cicero is the prince of the language.”

HUMANISM IN FIETEENTH-CENTURY ITALY In Flovence,
the humanist movement took a new direction at the begin-
ning of the fifteenth century when it became closely tied w
Flarentine civic spiric and pride, giving rise to what one mod-
ern scholar has labeled civic humanism. Fourteenth-century
humanisss such as Petrarch had described the intellectual life
as one of solitude. They rejected family and a life of action in
the community. In the busy civic world of Florence, however,
intellectuals began 1o take a new view of their role as intellec
tals. The Clagsical Roman statesman and intellectual Cicero
became their model. Leonardo Brusi (leh-ah-NAHR-doh
BROO-nee) (1370-1444), 2 humanist, Florentine parnios, and
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chancellor aff the city, wrote a biography of Cicero tded The
New Cigere, in which he waxed enthusiastic sbout the fusion
aof political action and literary creation in Cicero’s life. From
Bruni's time omn, Cicero served as the inspiration for the Re-
naissane ideal thar intellectuals bad o duty to live an active
life for their state, An individual only “grows 1o maoaricy—
both intellectually and morally—through participation” in che
life of the state, Civic humanism reflected the values of the
urban society of the Ialian Renaissance. Humanists came 1o
believe that their study of the hbumanities should be put o the
service of the state, It is no aceident that humanises served the
state as chaneellorns. councillors, and advisers.

Also gvident in the humanism of the first half of the fil-
eenth century was a growing interest in Classical Greek civili-
gation, Bruni was one of the firss Ialian humaniss o gain a
thorough knowledge of Greek. He became an enthusisstic pu-
pil of the Byzantie scholar Manuel Chevsolomas (man-WEL
kr'su—uq—L."-"-.."'H—uss.j. whis Inl:lghl. in Florenee from 1396 1o
1400, Homanists eagery perused the works of Plato as well as
those of Greek poets, dramatists, historians, and orators, such
as Euripides, Sophodes, and Thucydides, all of whom had been
ignored by the scholastics of the High Middie Ages as irelevant
vy the theological questions they were examining.

By the fiftcenth century, a consciousness of belng human-
ists had emerged. This was espectally evident in the career of
Lorenzo Valla (1407-1457). Valla was brought up in Rome
and educated in both Latn and Greek. Eventually, he
achieved his ciel ambition of becoming a papal secretary.
Valla’s major work, The Elegances of the Latin Language, was an
effort ty purify medieval Latin and restore Latin o its proper
position ower the wvermacular, The treatise examined the
proper use of Classical Latin and creawed a new literary stan-
dard. Barly humanists had tended to mke as Classical models
any author (including Christians) who had writen befoze the
seventh cenmry e Valla identified diffevent stages in the de
velopment of the Latin language and aecepred only the Larin
af the last century of the Roman Republic and the first cen-
tury of rhe emgpire.

HUMAMISM AND PHILOSOPHY In the =econd half of the A
teenth century, a dramatic upsurge of incerest in the woks of
Plaro ocourred, espectally evident among, the members of an
informal discussion group known 2s the Florentine Platomic
Academy. Cosimo de’ Medici, the de facto ruler of Florence,
encourzged this development by commissioning a translation
of Plare's dialopgues by Marslio Pidno (mar-Sil-yoh fee-
CHEE-nohy (1433-149%), one of the academy's leaders.
Ficine dedicated his life to the translation of Plawo and the ex-
prosition of the Flaonic philosophy known as Neoplatonism.
in owo major works, Ficino undertook the synrhesis of
Christianity and Platondsm into a single system, His Meopla-
tonism was based on owo primary ideas, the Meoplatanic hier.
archy of substances and a theory of spiritual love, The former
posmubated the idea of a hierarchy of substances, or grear chain
of being, from the lowest form of physical matwer (plants) o
the purest spirit (God), in which humans occupied a central
or middle position. They were the link between the material

warld (through the body) and the spivitual world (theough
the soull, and their highest duty was v ascend wward that
unbon with God that was the true end of human existence.
Ficino's theory of spiritual or Platonic love mainrained that
just as all people are bownd together in their common human-
ity by lowe, 5o oo are all parts of the universe held wgether
by bonds of sympathetic love,

REMAISSAMCE HERMETICISM Hermeticism was  another
product of the Flarenting intellectual environment of the late
fifteenth cennery, At the request of Cosimo de” Medici, Ficino
translated inte Latin a Greek work diled Corpus Hermeticun
(KOR-pus hur-MET-i-koom), The Hermetic manuscripts
comtaimed e kinds of writings. One type stressed the oocelr
sciences, with an emphasis on astrology, alchemy, and mapic,
the other focused on theological and philosophical beliefs and
speculations. Some Hermetic writings cspoused pantheism,
seeing divinity embodied in all aspects of nature and in the
heavenly bodies as well a3 in eanthly objects. As Giordano
Brunc (jor-DA&HN-oh BROO-noh), one of the most promi-
nent sixteenth-century Heemeticists, stated, “Cod as a whole
i= in all things.""

For Renatgsance meellectoals, che Hermetic revival affered
a new view of humankind. They belicved that human beings
had been created as divine brings endowed with divine crea
tive porwer but had fresly chosen o enter the material wordd
imatwre), Humans could recover their divinity, however,
through a regenerative experience or purificadon of the soul,
Thus regenerated, they became wue sages or mag, as the
Renaissance called them, who had knowledge of God and of
truth. In regainang thetr ovganal divvindey, they reacquired an
intimate knowledge of navure apd the ability to employ the
powers of nature for beneficial purposes.

In Taly, the most prominent magi in the late fificenth cen-
tury were Ficino and his friend and pupil, Giovanni Pico della
Mirandola {PEE-koh DELL-uh mee-RAN-doh-lah) (1443
[494). Pico produced one of the most famous pleces of writ-
ing of the Renaissance, the Oration on the Dignity of Man. Plco
combed diligently through the works of many philodophers of
different backgrounds for the common “nuggets of universal
truth”™ that he believed were all punt of God's revelation o
humaniry, in the Ovatien (see the box on po 3483, Pico offered
a nnging statement of unlimited human potential: " To him i@t
is granted to have whatever he chooses, 10 be whatever he
wills,"'" Like Ficino, Pico ook an avid interest in Hermetic
philosophy, accepting it as the “science of the Divine,” which
“embraces the deepest contemplation of the most secret
things, and at last the knowledge of all nanare.”'"

Education in the Renaissance

The humanist moverment bad a profoand effect on education,
Renaissance hormanists believed that human beings could be
dramatically changed by ecduction. They wrote books an
education and developed secondary schools based on their
ideas. Most famous was the school founded in 1423 by Vitto-
rino da Feltre at Manoa, where the ruler of that small Iealian
state, Gian Prancesco | Gonzaga, wished to provide a
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Pico della Mirandola and the Dignity of Man

Giovann PIco pela MIzANDOLA was ane of the foremost
intellacts of the Italian Renaissance. Fico boasted that he had
studied all schoals of philosophy, which he tried to
demonstrate by drawing up nine hundred theses for public
disputation at the age of twenty-four. As a preface to his
theses, he wrote his famous Oration on the Dignity of Man,
in which he praclaimed the unlimited potentiality of human

beings.

Doy dells Mirandola, Oration on the

Drettnr af R

At last the hast of artisans [God] ordained thar that creature 1o
whom He had been able to give nothing proper to himself
should have joint possession of whatever had been peculiar to
each of the different kinds of being. He therefore ook man as
a crearure of indeterminate nature, and assigning him a place
in the middle of the waorld, addressed him thus: “Neither a
fixed abode nor a form that i yours alone nor any function
peculiar 1o yourself have we given you, Adam, to the end
that accarding 1o your longing and accarding to your
judgment you may have and possess what abode, what form,
and what functions you yourself desire, The nature of all
ather beings is limited and constrained within the bounds of
laws prescribed by Us. You, constrained by no limits, in
aceordance with your own free will, in whose hand We have
placed you, shall ordain for yourself the limits of your natare.
We have ser you ar the world's center that you may from

there more casily abserve whatever is in the world, We have
made you neither of heaven nor of earth, neither mortal nor
immaortal, 5o that with freedom of choice and with honor, as
though the maker and molder of yourself, you may fashion
yourself in whatever shape you shall prefer. You shall have
the power to degenerate into the lower forms of life, which
are brutish. You shall have the pawer, out of your soul's
judgment, ta be reborn into the higher forms, which are
divine.”

) supreme generosity of God the Father, O highest and
mast marvelous felicity of man! Tao him it is granted to have
whatever he chooses, to be whatever he wills. Beasts as soon
as they are born bring with them from their mother’s womb
all they will ever possess. Spiritual brings, either from the
beginning or soon thereafter, become what they are to be for
ever and ever. On man when he came into life the Father
conferred the seeds of all kinds and the germs of every way of
life, Wharever seeds each man cultivaies will grow o
maturity and bear in him their own fruit. If they be
vegetative, he will be like a plant. IF sensitive, he will become
brutish, If rational, he will grow it a heavenly being, IF
intellectual, be will be an angel and the son of God.

) What did Fico mean by the "dignity of man"? Why
Y uould Fico be regarded as one of the Renaissance
rvagl?

Eoaprree Fros The Renabsance Phosapty of Man by Emul Cassiner, Pal Kisteber, ard Johs Rasclll, & Copyrigst & V94B by Lty of Chicage Press, Reprinjed by pasmisson ol the peblsher.

humanist education for his children, Viroring based much of
his educational system on the ideas of Classical authors, par
tiewlarly Cicero amd Quintilian.

At the core of hurmanist schools were the “liberal soudies.”
A wrearise on education called Concerning Character by Pietro
Paolo Vergerio (PYAY-troh PAH-ch-loh vur-JEER-e=-ahn
{1370-1444) especially influenced the Renaissance view af the
value of the liberal ams. This work siressed the importance of
liberal studies as the key to true freedom, enabling individwals
to reach their full poseatial. Acconding to Vergenio, “We call
thoze studies liberal which are worthy of @ free man; those
studies by which we attain and practice wirtue and wisdom;
that education which calls forth, wains, and develops those
highest gifis of body and mind which ennoble men.”"" The
liberal stadies included history, moral philosophy, eloguence
irhetoric), lemwers (grammar and logic), poctry, mathematics,
astronomy, and music. The purpose of a liberal education
was thus to produce individuals who followed a path of virtue
and wisdom and possessed the rhevorical skills with which to
persuade others o do the same. Following the Greek precept
of a sound mind in a sound body, Vittorine's schoal at Man-
tua also sressed physical education. Pupils were taught the

skills of javelin throwing, archery, and dancing and encour
aged o man, wrestle, hunt, and swim.

Husmanist education was thought to be a practical prepara
tion for Wie. Its aim was not wo creane great scholars but sather
to produce complete citizens who could participate 0t
civie life of their communities. As Vitorino said, “Mot every-
one is obliged o excel in philosophy, medicine, or the law,
nor are all equally favored by nature; but all are destined w0
live in socicty and to practice virtue “" Humanist schools,
comhining the classics and Christianity, provided the model
for the basic education of the Buropean muling clisses until
the twentieth centuary.

Although a small number of children from the lower
dlasses received free educations, humanist schools such as Vi
toring's were primarily geared for the education of an elite,
the ruling casses of their communities. Also L'-II.'EI.‘|}' albsent
fromy such schools were fernales, Vittorinos only female
pupils were the two daughters of the Gonzaga ruler of Man-
ta. Though these few female students stusdied the classics
and were cncouraged o know some history and o ride,
dance, zing, play the lute, and appreciate poetry, they were
discouraged from learning mathematics and rhetosic. In the
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educational treatises of the time, religion and morals were thought
16 “hold the first place in the education of a Christian lady.”

WAS THERE A RENAISSANCE FOR WOMEN? Historians
have disagreed over the benefits of the Renaissance for women,
Some maintain char during the Middie Ages upper-class women
m particular had greater freedom to satisfy their emotional
needs and that upper<lass women in the Renaissance experi-
enced a contraction of both social and personal options as they
Iecame cven more subject to male authority and parterss.
Other historians have argued that although conditions remained
bleak for most women, some women, especially those in
courtly, religious, and inteflectual environments, found ways to

develop a new sense of themselves as women. This may be
especially wue of women who were educated in the humanist
fashion and went on to establish their own literary careers.

lsotta Nogarola (ee-ZAHT-uh NOH-guh-rail-uh), bomn
to a noble family in Verona, mastered Latin and wrote
aumerous letters and treatises thar brovght her praise from
muale [talian intellectuals. Cassandra Fedele (FAY-duh-ee; of
Venice, who learned both Latin and Creck from humanist
tutors hired by her family, became well known in Venice for
her public recitations of orations. Laura Cereta (say-REE-
tuh) was educated in Latin by ber father, a physician from
Brescia. Laura defended the ability of women to pursue schol-
arly pursuits {see the box above).
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Humanism and History

Humanisny had a strong inpact on the writing of history. Irflue
enced by Roman and Greek historfans. the  humnanists
approached the writing of history differentiy from e chiromi-
clers of the Middle Ages. The humanists’ belief thar Clasical cv-
lization kad been followed by an age of barbarism (the Middle
Ages), which had in tum been succeeded by their own age, with
its rebirth of the smdy of the cassics, erabled them to think in
terms of the passage of time, of the past as past. Their division
of the past into anciens world, dark ages, and their own age pro-
vided a new sense of chronolngy or periodization in history.

The humanisss were also responsible for secularizng the
writing of history. Humanist historians reduced or elimis rapeed
the role of miracles in historical interpretation. not because
they were anti-Christian but because they took a new approach
to soutces. They wanted 10 use documents and exerased their
newly developed critical skills in examining them. Greater
attention was paid to the political events and forces thiat
affected their city-states or larger tervitorial units. Thus, Leo-
narde Bruni wrote the History of the Florentine People. The new
emphasis on secularization was alse cvident in the humanists’
comeeption of causation in history. Medieval historical literature
aften porrayed historical everts as being eansed by God's
active Involverment in human affairs, Humanists de-emphasized
divine intervention in favor of human motives, siressing polid-
cal fovces o the tale of individwals in history.

GUICCIARDINI The high point of Renaissance historiography
was achieved at the beginning of the sixieenth cenmury in the
works of Francesco Guiccardini (frahn-CHESS-koh gwee-
char-DEE-nee) (1483-1540). To many historians, his History of
Tiaily andl History af Forence represent the beginning of “'moder
analytical historiegraphy.” To Guiccarding, the purpose af wril-
ingg history was to teach lessons, but he was so impressed by
the complexity of historical events that he felt these |emsons
were not always obvious, From his excensive background in
government and diplomatic affiirs, he developed the skills that
erubled him to analyze political situations precisely and it
ically. Emphasizing political and military history, his works:
relied heavily on personal examples and documentary sources.

The Impact of Printing

The Renaissance witnessed the invention of printing, one of
the most important echnological innovations of Western civi-
lization. The art of printng made an immediate impact on
Buropean intellectual life and thought. Printing irom hand-
carved wooden blocks had been done in the West since the
twelfth century and in China even before thar, Whag Was new
tor Furope in the fifteenth century was muliiple printing with
movable metal type. The development of printing from mov-
able type was a gradual process that culminated between 1445
and 1450; Johannes Gutenberg yah-HAH-nuss GOO-ten-
bayrk) of Mainz played an important role in bringing the
process to completion, Gutenberg’s Bible, completed in 1455
or 1456, was the first true book in the West produced from
movable ype.

The new printing spread rapidly throughout Europe in the
secomd half of the Rfteenth century. Printing presses were
estahblished throughout the Holy Rorman Empire in the 14605
and within ten years had spread to both western and eastern
Europe. Especially well known as a printing center Wias Ven.
ice, home by 1500 to almost one hundred printers wha hag
produced almost 2 million volumes,

By 1504, there were more than a thousand printers in
Europe who had published almeos: 40,000 titles (between B mil-
lier and 10 millson copies). Probably 50 percent of these books
were religious—Bibles and biblical commentaries, books of
devotion, and scrmons. Mexn in imporfance were the Latin and
CGreel classics, medieval grammars, legal handnooks, works o
philosophy, and an ever-growing mumber of popular romances,

Printing became one of the langest industrics in Burape, and its
effiscts were soon fdlt in many aneas of Enropean life, The printng
of boaks encouraged the development af scholarly rescarch and
the desite to asain knowledge. Moreover, prnting faclizated
eooperation among scholars and helped produce standardized and
definitive tews, Printing also sinmilated the development of an
everexpanding lay reading public, a development that had an
enommous impact on Buropean socery. Indeed, withous the pring
ing press, the new religious ideas of the Reformation would neves
have spread as rapidly as they did in the siseenth century,

EOCUS QUESTION: What were the chisf
haracieristles of Renaissance art, and how did it differ
Italy and nosthern Europe?

Legrardo da
Renaiszance a
duce picmures of

el (cdah VEEMN-chee), cne of the grear lmabian
emce explained “Hence the painter will pro-
all et if he akes for his standard the pic-
tures of others, buS ke will sdy from natumal cbjeces he will
bear pood frui. ...l whe take for their standard sy ooe but
sature .. weary themNgges in vain.”"" Renaisance artists consid
their prmary goal. Their search for
izself: to persuade onlookess of the
reality of the object or everghey wene poatraying At the same
drme, the new arstc standardeeflocted a pew attitude of rrined
became the focus of attenton,
" qe oo artst proclaimed.

Leomardo and other Italians maintaine
o began the imita-
gs rot taken wp
-choh) {1401~

tion of natere. But what Giorto had begu
again until the work of Masaccio (muh-
1428) in Florence. Masaccio’s cycle of fres
cacel Chapel has long been regarded as the A
of Eatly Renaissance art. With his use of monume
a more realistic relatonship berween figures and
and viual representation of the laws of perspective,
alistic style af painting was born, Cmlookers become a
a2 wortd of reality that appears to be 3 continuation of
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