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Spanish and Portuguese
Colonies in the Americas

A flood of Spanish setlers and missionaies followed the conquis-
tadors to Spainis new empire. Wherover they went they estab-
Jished colonies, laiming the lend and ts people for ther king and
‘Church, When there was resistance, the newcomers imposed their
will by forco. Over time, however, a new culture omerged that
reflected Buropoan, Nativo American, and Afrcan traditions.

Ruling the Spanish Empire
By tho mid-1500s,Spin claimed 8 vat mpi srlhing o
Catfooi t Sonh Amorice. n e, e ten s
o v nhuing Now Spin i and For

Governing the Provinces Spain was determined to maintain
strict control over its ompire, o achieve thia goal, the king set up
the Council of the Indies (o pass laws for the colonies, He also
appointed viceroys, or reprosentatives who ruled in his name, i
each province. Lesser oficals and audiencias (ow dee EX so0 ahs),
or advisory councils of Spanish seilers, helped the vicero rule.
The Council of the Indics in Spain dlosoly monitored these colonal
official to make sure the did not assume too much authority.

Spreading Christianity To Spain, winning souls for Chistia
ity was as important as gaining land. The Cathalic Church worked
with the government to convert Native Americans (o Chrisianity:
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Church leaders often served as royal offcials and helped o regulato thy
actvitos of Spanish sottlers. As Spain's Amorican empiro expande
Church authority expanded along with i i
Franciscans, Josuits, and other missionaries baptized thousands g
Native Americans, They built mision churches and worked to tur ney
converts into loyal subjects of the Catholi king of Spain. They alo sy
duced Earopean clothing, the Spanish language, and new crafls such sy
carpentry and locksmithing. Where they could, the Spanish missionaries
forbly imposed European culture over Native American culture.

Controlling Trade To make the empire profitabl, Spain. closely .
trolleditseconomic activitie,sspecally trade. The most valuable resourey
ahippe from Spanish America to Spain wers silvr and gold. Coloisi
could export raw materialsonly 0 Spain and coud buy ooly Spanish mang.
factured goods. Lavs forbade colonists from trading with other European
nations r even with ocher Spanish colonies.

When sugar cano was introduced into the West Tndies and elscwher,
it quicdy becamo a proftable resource. The cane was refined into sugar
molasses, and rum. Sugar cane, however, had to be grown on plantations,
large estates run by an owner or the owner’s overscer. And plantations
needed large numbers of workers to be profitabe.

Encomienda—A System of Forced Labor At firs, Spanish mun-
arche grantod the conguistadors encomiondas (on koh meo BN dahs)
the ight to demand labor or tribte from Native Americans i  partin.
la area. Tho conquistadors used this system o forco Native Americans
to work under the most brutal conditions. Those who risted were
bunted down and killed. Disease, starvation, and eruel treatment canod
drastic decines in the Native American population,

The encomienda systom was used in the mines a8 well as on plasta
tions. By the 15405, tons of ilver from the Potost region of Peru and
Bolivia filed Spanich treasure ships. Yoar afler yoar, thousands of
Native Americans wers forced to extract the rich are from dangeroes
shats decp inside the Andes Mountains. As thousands of Todians died
from the terrible conditions,they were roplaced by thousands more.

A Spanish Priest Speaks Out A few bold prists, like Bartolomé de
Lias Casas (babr toh loh Y deh lahs KRS ahs), condemned the ovils o
the encomienda system. I vivid reports to Spain, Las Casas detailed (56
horrors that Spanish rule had broughi o Native Americans and pleadet
with the king o ond the abuse

Prodded by Las Casas, Spain passed the New Laws of the Indies 2
1642, The laws forbade onslavement. end ehuse of Native Americans, bt
Spain was ton far away to enforce them. Many Native Americans weré
forced o becomo peons, workors forced to labor or  landlord in rder 9
pay off a debt. Landlords advanced them food, tols, or seeds, creatit
debts that workers could never pay offin thei Ifetime.

Bringing Workers From Africa To il the labor shortage, Las Cast
urged colonists to import workers from Afria. Ho balievod that Afriests
were immune to tropical diseases and had skillsin farming, mining; 2
‘metalworking. Las Casas later regrevted that advico because it furter®
the brutal African slave trade,

‘Tho Spanish bogan bringing Afrcans to tho Americas as slave labd®
ers by the 15305, As demand for sugar products skyrocketed, the setter®
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@ Checkpoint. What was the encomienda systam?

(colonial Society and Culture

i Sparish America,the mix ofdivarso paopos gave is 1 & new soial
e, The blending of Native Arerican, Afican, and Buropesn peo-
e o tradiions rsulid i culure disint o the Amercan.

Cultural Blending Although Spanish culeure was dominant i the it
fe. the blending of diverse traditions changed pooplo’ lves throughout
{he Americas. Settlers lesrned Native American styles of buikding, ate
s native 1 the Americas, and travelod in Indian-style canoes. Indian
isic styls influcnced the newcomers. A the same time, Buropeans
{aught their rolgion to Native Americans. They also introduced animils,
pecialy the horse, therey transforming the lives of many Native
Americans. Africans contributed to this cultural mix with their farming
methods, cooking styles, and. crope. Afican drama, dance, and song.
Haiti, and elsewhere, Africa
and Christian beliefs

heghtened Christian services. In Cuba,
forsd e rligions that blended Afrca

A spanish Cathedral
A oup of Tt Naya women gaterin
frontof th Cathedalof San st
Chiapas Mexio Th chutch s rgnlly
it 1528, How can you el hatthe
Ghurchis a il pot o e nthe town?
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A Layered Society Spanish colonial society was made up of distiset
aocial clasees At the top were peninsularos (poh noen s00 LAY rayz pe-
ple bornin Spain. (The term peninsular rferred t tho Therian Peninsul,
o which Spain is located.) Peninsulares filld the highest positicas ia
both colonal governments and the Catholi Church, Next camo crcoles
American-horn descendanta of Spanish sttlers. Croles owned most o the
Plantations,ranches, and mines.

Lower social groups reflcted the mixing of populations. They incudol
wmestizos, people of Native American and Buropean deacent, ani
mulattocs, people of African and Furopean descent. Native Americans
and peaple of Afican dsscent farmed the lowst socil classos.

ively Towns and Cities Spanish sostlors generally lived in s
and cities The population of Mexico City grew s0 quickly that by 13501¢
ras the largest Spanish-speakin city n the world. Colonial citis wete
centers of government, commerce, and Europon ulture. Around it
contral plaza,or square,stoad government buildings and a Spanishstlt
church, Broad avenues and public monuments symbolized Eurmpesh
power and wealth. Cities were also conters of intellectual and culturh
Tife Architecture and painting, as well 23 poetry and the exchange i
ideas, fourished in Spanish cities in the Americas,

Note Taking Emphasizing Education T moet. the Churcks necd for cdcatel
Conpare and Conrast Completz Ve Prieta, the colonos buile univesities. The Universty of Merics ot
et s establithed as carly as 1551, A dozen Spanish American universii®
vt he Syt and Porguese were already educating young men long before Harvard was foundod
nies inhe Americas. 1636 as the firt college n the 13 English colonics.

‘Wormen wishing an oducation might entor a convent. One such womdl

o was Sor Juana Inge do la Cruz (sawr AWAN ub ee NES deh lah oot
Sponish Refused admission to the University of Mexico because she was f
[ emie Juana entored & convent st around the age of 18, There, she devotel el
Selfto study and the writing of poetry. She earned a reputation a3 one
\ o/ e greatest posts ever o wrte i the Sperish language.
o @ Checkpoint. What was the role of the Church n colonial eduation
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Setting Brazil As in the Spanish cmp,the Native
Americans who lived in Brazil—the Tupian Indians—
had boen largely wiped out by diseaso. In the 15005,
portugal bogan 16 issue grants of land to Portuguese
aavls, who agreed to develop the land and share pro-
§a with the crown. Landoveners sent setles to build
Lowns, pantations, and churches

nike Spain's American olonies, Brazi offred no instant wealth from.
siver or old. However,early setles cut and exportd braziwood. The Por-
tuguese named the colony after this wood, which was used to produce o
alusble dye. Soonthey turned t plantation agriculare and raising catlo
Like the Spanish, the Portugucse foced Indians and Arcans ts doar and
e pantations. As many as our millon Africans were sent o Brazil, As in
Spanish America, & o cltre emerged in Brazil that blended Europesn,
Native American, and Afrcan eements.

Challenging Portugal and Spain In the 1500s, the sealth of the
Americas helpd make Spain the most poveal country in Burope, with
Portugal ot ar behind. The fealovs English and Datch shared the resent-
iment that French king Francis el when he dclared, T should ke t see
Adans will, wherein i divided the Easth between Spain and Portugal

o get. around those countries strict control over colonial trade, stg
s traed illgally with Portaguese and Spanish colonists I the Caris-
bean and elsewhere, Dutch, English, and French pirates preyed on treasure
s from the Americas Some pirates, caled even aperated
it the approval o European governments. Other European exlorers con-
tinued t0 ail tho coasts of the Americas, hunting for god and other treo
sure s woll 2 & nrthwest paseage t Asia

 Checkpoint. Whatwas Bafs economy basedon?
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