List of Topics for Sophomore Project
Remember, think “IMPACT”, not just what happened…

All topics must be approved by your teacher.  Yet, if a topic is not on the list, it does not mean you cannot research it and its impact – but you must complete a Research Proposal Form.
The Middle Ages
Thomas Beckett

Strongbow (& the invasion of Ireland)

Magna Carta* 

The Guild System
The Renaissance and Reformation
John Calvin in Geneva

Reformation’s Impact on Catholic Church

Thomas More

Enlightenment/Scientific Revolution/Absolutism

Sir Walter Raleigh

John Locke (know writings first)*
On the Revolution of Heavenly Spheres*
Relationship between Spain and England

Gun Powder Plot

Oliver Cromwell

English Bill of Rights 1689*

30 Years’ War

The French Revolution and Napoleon

Declaration of the Rights of Man

Napoleonic Code

Congress of Vienna
Bonapartism in Latin America

Simon Bolivar
Industrial Revolution

Unions

Isambard Kingdom Brunel
Mass Production (impact on different social classes)

Karl Marx (understand his writings first)*
Nationalism

Otto von Bismarck
Crimean War

Effect of Imperialism on Specific European Country

Napoleon III

Franco-Prussian War

Austria-Hungary; Joseph II

On the Origin of Species*
Victorian Era and Feminism

Irish Nationalism/Independence Movement
Abolition of Slavery in Brazil

Great Export Boom

Banana Republics (pick one)
WWI (stay focused in Europe)
Battle of Tannenburg
Role of Journalism

Treaty of London
The Berlin Conference (focus on Europe)

Interwar  

Vladimir Lenin

Leon Trotsky

Russian Revolution (coup or revolution?)
Emiliano Zapata

PRI (Institutional Revolutionary Party)
Getulio Vargas
Mussolini (taking Ethiopia, Italian recovery)

Stalin (Five-Year Plans/Collectivization, Great Purge)

Holodomor

Spanish Civil War

Nazi Rise to Power (needs to be narrowed)
WWII (stay focused in Europe)
Reinhard Heydrich
Vichy France

Tehran, Yalta, and/or Potsdam conferences

Post-WWII and Cold War (for all the following, students should already have at least an idea of the topic)
Division of Germany

Reunification of Germany

Suez Canal (focus on French and Brit role)
Che Guevara
Cuban Revolution
Hungarian Revolution
Import Substitution Industrialization (ISI) 
Prague Spring 

Polish Solidarity Movement

The Troubles (Ireland)
The Perons

Dirty Wars
Yugoslav Wars and/or Milosevic
European Union (impact on something specific)
Chavez & Neobolivarianism
List of prohibited topics: 
The Medicis, Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Black Plague, Luther, Robespierre, Irish Potato Famine, Treaty of Versailles, Hitler, Stalingrad, Holocaust, Elizabeth I, Richelieu, Dreyfus Affair, Schlieffen Plan, Churchill, Operation Barbarossa Firebombing of Dresden, Chernobyl, Impact of New Weaponry (NOT chem. weapons), Freud,
the same topic you did for your fall research paper
*For the written works, you need to have read/understood the content and will be proving the impact of the piece on law, the church, social classes, etc. Do not simply describe the written work – find something it impacted and prove that true with support.

    When considering your topic’s impact, the impact must be specific and tangible:  NOT the _______ impact on “society” or     

   “Europe” etc.


