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Objectives
o Contrast the resources and strategies of the
North and South.

o Describe the outcomes and effects of the
early battles of the Civil War.

Terms and People
blockade

Robert E. Lee
Anaconda Plan

border state

Stonewall Jackson
George B. McClellan
Ulysses S. Grant
Shiloh

NoteTaking

Reading Skill: Categorize Asyouread, usea
table to note the advantages of the North and the
South at the beginning of the war.

Wartime Advantages

Unlon
 Population

Confederacy
e Strong military tradition
-

Resources, Strategies,

WITNESS HISTORY

Marching Off to War

When the war began, families on hog, Side
husbands and sons rushed to join the u 1
federate armies, Often there were celeby
to cheer the soldiers on. As the mg

family members felt both sadness an'ga
Richmond resident noted these Mixeq g Pride
her diary:

“An old lady, the mother of several dog
but echoed the almost universal senipq,
said . .. "War, | know is very dreadfy| but i
raising of my finger, ! could prevent my son 5
doing their duty to their country now, thay i
them as my life, | could not do it. 1 am g,
have | brought up my boys to he e cowards,
go if their country needs them.”?

—Sallie Brock Putnam, Richmond DUring t

Early Battles

Why It Matters In 1861, the long, bitter dispute over slaveryany
states’ rights erupted into war. The first shots at Fort Sumte
stage for a long, costly struggle. At stake was the surviva] pf
United States. Section Focus Question: How did each side's 1esaliy
and strategies affect the early battles of the war?

Union and Confederate Resources

As the Civil War began, each side possessed significant m‘an"'
and notable weaknesses. At first glance, most advantages appearg
to add up in favor of the Union,

Advantages of the Union The North enjoyed a tremendoug
advantage in population. Some 22 million people lived in the
that stayed in the Union. By contrast, the Confederacy had a po
lation of only 9 million, of whom 3.5 million were enslaved Afrlcand
Americans.

The industrialized North was far better prepared to wage war th
the agrarian South. Most of the nation’s coal and iron came
Union mines, and the vast West was a source of gold, silver, and ot
resources, The densely populated urban areas of the Northeast
ported a wide variety of manufacturing. With mechanized facto

and railroad cars than the Confederacy could. In addition, the
had a larger railroad network for moving troops and material.
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3 ad 8 small but well-organized navy. By late 1861, the Union had
P 1/nio? o than 260 warships, with dozens more under construction. The
pt navy at all, leaving it vulnerable to a naval blockade in which
d B revented merchant vessels from entering or leaving the South’s
shiP® * 1 ereby crippling southern trade.
a}il’oﬁl'e {he Confederate government was new and inexperienced, the
lly W gsablished government and an outstanding leader in Abraham
ad 27 eryone recognized this fact at the outset of the war, but Lincoln’s

 Notev ; :
o Nowculd prove invaluable to the Union cause.
ship

¢ of the Confederacy Still, the North did have some distinct
ompared to the South, One of the Confederacy’s advantages was
_Many northerners were willing to let the slaveholding South go.
el lo reserving the Union was not worth killing and dying for. But the
e oy Was fighting for survival. Although there were pockets of pro-
0 .@d_er?-ng in places such as western Virginia, most southern whites believed
finion fee 11)' in the Confederate cause, Even those who were not slaveholders
at they saw as northern efforts to dominate them.

n the war began, Union forces consisted of only 16,000 men. New recruits
il on for three months ?f a_ervice, hardly long enougl-.l to form an aﬁ‘lcie::lt fight-
. The Gouth faced similar challenges in assembling its armies, but it had a
military tradition and fine leaders like Virginia’s Robert E. Lee. Lee, who
o outstanding record in the United States Army, actually opposed secession
I slavery. Yet he turned down an offer to command Union forces. He wrote:

= 'pri_m;ryfs'_;iiil'i_'i:h “with all my devotion to the Union, and the feeling of
o Jlty and duty of an American citizen, | have not been able to make up my mind to
}ai'se my hand against my relatives, my children, my home. | have therefore resigned my

-~ commission in the army, and save in defense of my native state ... | hope | may never
e clled upon to draw my sword.”’

. ntage

—Robert E. Lee, letter to his sister, April 20, 1861
"'{fact. Lee did accept command of the Confederate army and provided the
Gouth with inspiring military leadership throughout the war. The North strug-
e to find a commander of such caliber.

Union and Confederate Resources, 1861
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Vocabulary Builder
thereby—(ther BD) adv. by or
through that

Resources Compared

As fresh-faced soldiers marched off to
war, each side’s resources gave it
advantages over the other. For exam-
ple, in terms of population, the Union
outnumbered the Confederacy by a
ratio of 2.5 to 1. Pick two pie graphs
and explain what advantage those
resources gave to the North or South,
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Vocabulary Builder
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