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Puritan Influences on Modern American Culture and Thought

The ideas put forth by the Puritans are no simply an importantstartin pint for American culture
ocause they were the first i the country, bt because they ofered ways of thinking that are st
ingrained in our cultue today. Although many of the thoughts of Pusitans have gradually disipated or
bocome less meaningful over i, it is important o notethat Puritan writcrs an thinkers such

a5 John Winthrop and Roger Willams offeed deas that were v at th tme that stayed with the
American consciousness—ulturaly, sociall, and poitically.
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such s, theie houghts and wrtingson the mtter
e never quite forgoten, only shifed and modifed
o suit the tast o contemporary concerns.In “The
[sourna o sohn Winthrop” and Willams treatis,
“The Bloody Tenct o Persccution fo the Cause o
Consccnce* manyideas that ae sl prest i
modcrn American fe and ultresrebeought forvard
and explorcd. By cxamining these wriings, it becomes
more possibe totrace the pslasophicaldevelopment
of Amric rom the coloial o the modersperod.

in the secion o his ournal contaning his specch to the General Court,arethe sam that are alive in
contemporarydebates about therole ofthe government and what moraliberty mears. 1 the
beginning of his specch he tates, “The geat questions that have troubled the county are bout the
authority of the magistrates and theiberty o the poopl” and the moern rader cannot help but think
about how such a statement resonatestoday. Thisshows that the Puritans paved the way fo constantly
questioning thepoliticaland moral foundations from the vry beginning.

naddition to this more general noton about Puritan culure in cary America, Winthrop bings forth
the question of whattrue berty means. While i difers from more contemporary notions, he docs
provide  valid stating point for Americanculture'sobsession with an ever-broadening and changing.
definition ofHberty an freedom. Fo instance, Winthrop wrtesthat there are wo ypes o iberty
natural and civil. 0 terms of nature Winthrop writes n one o the important quotes rom The Journal
o dohn Winthrop, “man, s he stands n rlation to man simply hath the iberty to wht he lists; t s
Hberty to vil s well s 0 good.” By making this caim h is buiding the foundationsforater
American ideas such as what freedomn is and to what extnt personl iberty should b allowed,
partculaty i the possbility of vl exist. Aside from this caly allusion to more moder debatesin
Ameriea, Winthrop also puts fort the relted i sbovt hon iberty i sornething tht s God-iven.

in Winthop says that “This ety is maintained and exerised n a way of sbjection o authoriy;
itisofthe same kind of berty wherewith Christ has made us free. In other words, Winthrop views.
the iberty of the Puritans s something that s loving and murturin, bt also something that has the
i histime in many aspects,especialy i terms of
how e though citclly about the meaning of iberty and the individualsright 0 act according to
moral (or immral) principls. These ideas were  crucial starting point for American culture because:
ions about the personal sense offree vl and iberty; both n terms ofthe state

A more spocific contrbution o later American clture was put forth by Roger Williams who,aithough
tecped in some Puritan ideal, was something of an outcast among his pecrs becase of is somenhat
adical religious and politialviews.In hispicce entitle, “The Bloody Tenet of Persecution fo the
Cause of Conscience” he discusss the very modern issueof the separation between the church and the
stat. Hiscommentsinthis pece are remarkable because they offer an eary argument on the topic
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s buildin the groundsork for ater American culural notions o the separation of eligious and
civl mattrs. They are lso revolutionary in terms of thei ate effets because lthough he makes an
argument fo theseparation, it docs not seem to be the same ane put forth by the eventualcreatorsof
the Consttution. For instance, hestates,“an enforced uniformity i rligon throughont a naton or
civiltateconfounds the ciil and rligious,denics the princples of Chrstanity and civlity, and.
[denics]that Jesus Christ iscome i the flesh.” I essence, what he i suggestin i not the modern
rationale forthe separation, but that the o should be kept apar because one s too sacred (the
hurch) o be mived up with theother. This was an important thought or later American ideas and
culture, even i the separation eventully wasfor the eason of keeping power balancod and without
interference. Despite the ways these ideas might have change fom Willams initil assertions, it s
worth noting tha helaid the groundswork for such  debate—oven it caused him to become a parah
inthe Puritan community. 1naddition t tis progresive idea from the Puritn period, Willams also
‘malkes another forward-hinking point when he saysin ne ofthe important quote from “The Bloody
“Tenet o Persection” that “God equieth not an uniformityofreliion to be enacted and enforced i
any civil tate.” Such a statement s very simila to the eventual American eced of allowing the frec
practice o any reigion without state nterfernce. By using theintentions of God i bis satement,
Willams is saying tha there i o om eligion that should be mandated. Out of the many ideas put
forth that would latr 20 0t influcnce all aspeetsofthe development of Amrican culture and
poltics this is perhaps the most important and still o of the most resonant.
Other essays and asticles i the Literature Archives related tothis opic include : Puritan Ideclogy in
“Sinners n the Hands of an Angry God” and *A Model of Christian Chariy” + T Infuence ofthe
Enlightenment on The Formation ofthe United States - Full Summary and Anaysis of “The.
Minister's Black Veil” by Nthaniel Havthorne + Full Plot Summary and Analysisof “The Bisthmark”
by Nathanicl Hawthorne +  The Scarket Letter by Nathanicl Hawthorne : The Effcts ofSinon the
ind, Body, and Soul +  Analysis and Pot Summary of “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathnaicl
Havthome
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