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Polles ~ that che Westem Alies were not abont to assavls the Sicgfricd
Line, even though the Freneh had cighey-fve divisions there facing
forty German. A fear of massive German air artacks devastaring
London and Paris partly explained Alled inaction, but even f Briain
and France had autacked in the west Poland could probably not have
ben saved jn ime. As it was,although the RAF Advaniced Air Striking
Foree reached France by o September, the main British Expedition-
ary Force (BEF) under Lord Gort ve did not sart to arrive on the
Continent aneil the next day.

What was not appreciated by the Alies at the time was the ever
present fear thar Hiler had of an attack from the west while he was
dealimg with matters in the cast. In a letter o the Depaty Prison
Governor at Nuremberg in 1946, Willelm Keiel averred that “What
the Filbrer most feared and repeatedly brought up’ was firtly the
possibility of a “Secree agrcement beeween the French and Belgian
gencral stafs for a surpris thrust by the French igh-speed (motor-
ized) forces through Belgium, and ver the Geeman froncier, s0 a5 to
burse into the German industial zone in the Rube', and secondly the
possibility of a ‘Secret agreement between the Briish Admiralty and
the Dutch general seaff for a susprise landing of Britsh troops in
Holland, for an ateack on the German north flank In the event,
Hitler needn’t have worried about cither development, as neither
France nor Britain, et alone neural Belgium and Holland, was so
i 25 contemplating anything so imaginative and vigorous. It was
true:that Chamherlain brought the longterm anti-Nazi- prophec
Winston Churchill into his government as ist lord of the Admiraley,
with political responsibility for the Royal Navy, but that was going to be
Writain’s mostbellcuse ac forthe moment, excep for one unsuceessful
bombing raid on the Wilkcimshaven naval hase and the dropping of
el million leaflets on Gerniany, orging her people 10 overthrow
their warmongering Forer,Ttwas unlikely that this would happen juse
as he was about 0 pul off one of Germany's greatest vietoris,
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