As the teachings of the Swiss Brethren spread through
southern Germany, the Austrian Habsburg lands, and Swit-
zerland, Anabaptists suffered ruthless persecution, especially
after the Peasants’ War of 1524-1525, when the upper
classes resorted to repression. Virtually eradicated in Ger-
many, Anabaptist survivors emerged in Moravia and
poland, and in the Netherlands, Anabaptism took on a
strange form.

In the 1530s, the city of Miinster, in Westphalia in north-
western Germany near the Dutch border, was the site of an
Anabaptist uprising that determined the fate of Dutch Ana-
baptism. Seat of a powerful Catholic prince-bishop, Miinster
had experienced severe economic disasters, including crop
failure and plague. Although converted to Lutheranism in
1532, Miinster experienced a more radical mass religious hys-
teria that led to legal recognition for the Anabaptists. Soon
Miinster became a haven for Anabaptists from the surround-
ing neighborhood, especially the more wild-eyed wvariety
known as Melchiorites, who adhered to a vivid millenarian-
ism. They believed that the end of the world was at hand
and that they would usher in the kingdom of God with
Miinster as the New Jerusalem. By the end of February
1534, these millenarian Anabaptists had taken control of the
city, driven out everyone they considered godless or unbe-
lievers, burned all books except the Bible, and proclaimed
communal ownership of all property. Eventually, the leader-
ship of this New Jerusalem fell into the hands of one man,
John of Leiden, who proclaimed himself king of the New Je-
rusalem. As king, he would lead the elect from Miinster out
to cover the entire world and purify it of evil by the sword
in preparation for Jesus's Second Coming and the creation of
a New Age. In this new kingdom, John of Leiden believed,
all goods would be held in common and the saints would
live without suffering.

But it was not to be. As the Catholic prince-bishop of

Miinster gathered a large force and laid siege to the city,
the new king repeatedly had to postpone the ushering
forth from Miinster. Finally, after many inhabitants had
starved, a joint army of Catholics and Lutherans recaptured
the city in June 1535 and executed the radical Anabaptist
leaders in gruesome fashion. The New Jerusalem had
ceased to exist.
- Purged of its fantasies and its more extreme elements,
Dutch Anabaptism reverted to its pacifist tendencies, espe-
cially evident in the work of Menno Simons (1496-1561), the
man most responsible for rejuvenating Dutch Anabaptism. A
popular leader, Menno dedicated his life to the spread of a
peaceful, evangelical Anabapi:ism that stressed separation
from the world in order to truly emulate the life of Jesus.
Simons imposed strict discipline on his followers and banned
those who refused to conform to the rules. The Mennonites,
as his followers were called, spread from the Netherlands
into northwestern Germany and eventually into Poland and
Lithuania as well as the New World. Both the Mennonites
and the Amish, who are also descended from the Anabap-
tists, maintain communities in the United States and Canada
today.

The Reformation in England

The English Reformation was initiated by King Henry VIII
(1509-1547), who wanted to divorce his first wife, Catherine of
Aragon, because she had failed to produce a male heir. Further-
more, Heiry had fallen in love with Anne Boleyn (BUH-lin
or buh-LIN), a lady-in-waiting to Queen Catherine. Anne’s
unwillingness to be only the king's mistress and the king’s
desire to have a legitimate male heir made their marriage im-
perative, but the king’s first marriage stood in the way.

Henry relied on Cardinal Wolsey, the highest-ranking En-
glish church official and lord chancellor to the king, to obtain
from Pope Clement VII an annulment of the king’s marriage.
Normally, the pope might have been willing to oblige, but
the sack of Rome in 1527 had made the pope dependent on
the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, who happened to be
the nephew of Queen Catherine. Discretion dictated delay in
granting the English king’s request. Impatient with the pro-
cess, Henry dismissed Wolsey in 1529.

Two new advisers now became the king’s agents in fulfill-
ing his wishes. These were Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556),
who became archbishop of Canterbury in 1532, and Thomas
Cromwell (1485-1540), the king’s principal secretary after the
fall of Wolsey. They advised the king to obtain an annulment
of his marriage in England’s own ecclesiastical courts. The
most important step toward this goal was an act of Parliament
cutting off all appeals from English church courts to Rome, a
piece of legislation that essentially abolished papal authority
in England. Henry no longer needed the pope to obtain his
annulment. He was now in a hurry because Anne Boleyn had
become pregnant and he had secretly married her in January
1533 to legitimize the expected heir. In May, as archbishop of
Canterbury and head of the highest ecclesiastical court in
England, Thomas Cranmer ruled that the king's marriage to
Catherine was “null and absolutely void” and then validated
Henry’s marriage to Anne. At the beginning of June, Anne
was crowned queen. Three months later, a child was born.
Much to the king’s disappointment, the baby was a girl,
whom they named Elizabeth.

In 1534, Parliament completed the break of the Church of
England with Rome by passing the Act of Supremacy, which
declared that the king was “taken, accepted, and reputed the
only supreme head on earth of the Church of England.” This
meant that the English monarch now controlled the church in
all matters of doctrine, clerical appointments, and discipline.
In addition, Parliament passed the Treason Act, making it
punishable by death to deny that the king was the supreme
head of the church.

One who challenged the new order was Thomas More, the
humanist and former lord chancellor, who saw clearly to the
heart of the issue: loyalty to the pope in Rome was now trea-
son in England. More refused to support the new laws and was
duly tried for treason. At his trial, he asked, thetorically, what
the effect of the actions of the king and Parliament would be:
“Therefore am I not bound ... to conform my conscience to
the Council of one realm [England] against the general Council
of Christendom?”® Because his conscience could not accept the
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victory of the national state over the church, nor would he, as
a Christian, bow his head to a secular ruler in matters of faith,
More was beheaded in London on July 6, 1535.

Recent research that emphasizes the strength of Catholi-
cism in England suggests that Thomas More was not alone in
his view of the new order. In fact, one historian has argued
that Catholicism was vibrant in England in both the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries; in his view, the English Reformation
was alien to many English people.

THE NEW ORDER Thomas Cromwell worked out the details
of the Tudor government’s new role(in church affairs based on
the centralized power exercised by the king and Parliament.
Cromwell also came to his extravagant king’s financial rescue
with a daring plan for the dissolution of the monasteries. About
four hundred religious houses were closed in 1536, and the
king confiscated their lands and possessions. Many were sold to
nobles, gentry, and some merchants, The king added enor-
mously to his treasury and also to his ranks of supporters, who
now had a stake in the new Tudor order.

Although Henry VIII had broken with the papacy, litde
change occurred in matters of doctrine, theology, and cere-
mony. Some of his supporters, such as Archbishop Thomas
Cranmer, wished to have a religious reformation as well as an
administrative one, but Henry was unyielding. Nevertheless,
some clergymen ignored Henry on the matter of priestly celi-
bacy and secretly married.

The final decade of Henry’s reign was preoccupied with for-
eign affairs, factional intrigue, and a continued effort to find the

perfect wife. Henry soon tired of Anne Boleyn and had her
beheaded in 1536 on a charge of adultery. His third wife, Jane
Seymour, produced the long-awaited male heir but died twelve
days later. His fourth marriage, to Anne of Cleves, a German
princess, was arranged for political reasons. Henry relied on a
painted portrait of Anne when he made the arrangements, but
he was disappointed at her physical appearance when he saw
her in person and soon divorced her. His fifth wife, Catherine
Howard, was more attractive but less moral. When she com-
mitted adultery, Henry had her beheaded. His last wife was
Catherine Parr, who married the king in 1543 and outlived
him. Henry was succeeded by the underage and sickly Edward
VI (1547-1553), the son of his third wife.

Since the new king was only nine years old at the time of
his accession to the throne, real control of England passed to
a council of regency. During Edward’s reign, Archbishop
Cranmer and others inclined toward Protestant doctrines
were able to move the Church of England in a more Protes-
tant direction. New acts of Parliament instituted the right of
the clergy to marry, eliminated images, and authorized a re-
vised Protestant liturgy that was elaborated in a new prayer
book and liturgical guide known as the Book of Common
Prayer. These rapid changes in doctrine and liturgy aroused
much opposition and prepared the way for the reaction that
occurred when Mary, Henry’s first daughter by Catherine of
Aragon, came to the throne.

REACTION UNDER MARY Mary (1553-1558) was a Catholic
who fully intended to restore England to the Roman Catholic

Henry VIl and His Successor. Henry VIII finally achieved his goal of a male heir in 1537 when his
third wife, Jane Seymour, gave birth to a son. Edward VI, who succeeded his father in 1547 at the age of
nine, ruled for only six years before dying, probably of tuberculosis. Edward, his father, and his mother are
seen here in a sixteenth-century portrait in the Great Hall of Hampton Court Palace.
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fold. But her restoration of Catholicism, achieved by joint
action of the monarch and Parliament, aroused opposition.
There was widespread antipathy to Mary’s unfortunate
marriage to Philip II, son of Charles V and the future king of
Spain. Philip was strongly disliked in England, and Mary’s for-
eign policy of alliance with Spain aroused further hostility,
especially when her forces lost Calais, the last English posses-
sion in France after the Hundred Years’ War. The burning of
more than three hundred Protestant heretics aroused further
ire against “bloody Mary.” As a result of her policies, Mary
managed to achieve the opposite of what she had intended:
England was more Protestant by the end of her reign than it
had been at the beginning. When she came to power, Protes-
tantism had become identified with church destruction and re-
ligious anarchy. Now people identified it with English
resistance to Spanish interference. Mary’s death in 1558 ended
the restoration of Catholicism in England.

John Calvin and Calvinism

Of the second generation of Protestant reformers, one stands
out as the systematic theologian and organizer of the Protes-
tant movement—John Calvin (1509-1564). Calvin received a
remarkably diverse education in humanistic studies and law
in his native France. He was also influenced by Luther’s writ-
ings, which were being circulated and read by French intellec-
tuals as early as 1523. In 1533, Calvin experienced a religious
crisis that determined the rest of his life’s work. He described
it in these words:

God, by a sudden conversion, subdued and brought my mind
to a teachable frame, which was more hardened in such mat-
ters than might have been expected from one at my early pe-
riod of life. Having thus received some taste and knowledge
of true godliness, I was immediately inflamed with so intense
a desire to make progress therein, although I did not leave off
other studies, I yet pursued them with less ardor.'®

Calvin’s conversion was solemn and straightforward. He was
so convinced of the inner guidance of God that he became
the most determined of all the Protestant reformers.

After his conversion and newfound conviction, Calvin was
no longer safe in Paris, since King Francis I periodically perse-
cuted Protestants. Eventually, Calvin made his way to Basel,
where in 1536 he published the first edition of the Institutes of
the Christian Religion, a masterful synthesis of Protestant
thought that immediately secured his reputation as one of the
new leaders of Protestantism.

CALVIN'S IDEAS On most important doctrines, Calvin stood
very close to Luther. He adhered to the doctrine of justifica-
tion by faith alone to explain how humans achieved salvation.
Calvin also placed much emphasis on the absolute sover-
eignty of God or the “power, grace, and glory of God.” Thus,
“God asserts his possession of omnipotence, and claims our
acknowledgment of this attribute; not such as is imagined by
sophists, vain, idle, and almost asleep, but vigilant, efficacious,
Operative and engaged in continual action.”!

John Calvin. After a conversion experience, John Calvin abandoned his
life as a humanist and became a reformer. In 1536, Calvin began
working to reform the city of Geneva, where he remained until his
death in 1564. This sixteenth-century portrait of Calvin pictures him in
his study in Geneva.

One of the ideas derived from his emphasis on the absolute
sovereignty of God—predestination—gave a unique cast to
Calvin’s teachings, although Luther also believed in this
principle. This “eternal decree,” as Calvin called it, meant
that God had predestined some people to be saved (the elect)
and others to be damned (the reprobate). According to
Calvin, “He has once for all determined, both whom he would
admit to salvation, and whom he would condemn to destruc-
tion.”'? Calvin identified three tests that might indicate possible
salvation: an open profession of faith, a “decent and godly
life,” and participation in the sacraments of baptism and com-
munion. In no instance did Calvin ever suggest that worldly
success or material wealth was a sign of election. Significantly
for the future of Calvinism, although Calvin himself stressed
that there could be no absolute certainty of salvation, some of
his followers did not always make this distinction. The practical
psychological effect of predestination was to give some later
Calvinists an unshakable conviction that they were doing God'’s
work on earth. It is no accident that Calvinism became the ac-
tivist international form of Protestantism.
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ﬂ CHRONOLOGY Philip Il and Militant Catholicism

philip Il 1556—1598
Qutbreak of revolt in the Netherlands 1566
Battle of Lepanto 1571
Spanish armada 1588
Twelve-year truce (Spain and Netherlands) 1609
Independence of the United Provinces 1648

Violence erupted in 1566 when Calvinists—especially nobles—
began to destroy statues and stained-glass windows in Catholic
churches. Philip responded by sending the duke of Alva with
10,000 veteran Spanish and Italian troops to crush the rebellion.
The repressive policies of the duke proved counterproduc-
tive. The levying of a permanent sales tax alienated many
merchants and commoners, who now joined the nobles and
Calvinists in the struggle against Spanish rule. A special tribu-
nal, known as the Council of Troubles (nicknamed the Coun-
cil of Blood by the Dutch), inaugurated a reign of terror in
which even powerful aristocrats were executed. As a result,
the revolt now became organized, especially in the northern
provinces, where William of Nassau, the prince of Orange,
also known as William the Silent, and Dutch pirates known as
the “Sea Beggars” mounted growing resistance. In 1573, Phi-
lip removed the duke of Alva and shifted to a more concilia-
tory policy to bring an end to the costly revolt.
William of Orange wished to unify all seventeen provinces,
a goal seemingly realized in 1576 with the Pacification of Ghent.
This agreement stipulated that all the provinces would stand to-
gether under William’s leadership, respect religious differences,
and demand that the Spanish troops be withdrawn. But reli-
glous differences proved too strong for any lasting union. When
the duke of Parma, the next Spanish leader, arrived in the Neth-
erlands, he astutely played on the religious differences of the
provinces and split their united front. The southern provinces
formed a Catholic union—the Union of Arras—in 1579 and
accepted Spanish control. To counter this, William of Orange
organized the seven northern, Dutch-speaking states into a Prot-
estant union—the Union of Utrecht—determined to oppose
Spanish rule. The Netherlands was now divided along religious,
geographic, and political lines into two hostile camps. The strug-
gle dragged on until 1609, when a twelve-year truce ended the
Wwar, virtually recognizing the independence of the northern
provinces. These “United Provinces” soon emerged as the
Dutch Republic, although the Spanish did not formally recog-
nize them as independent until 1648. The ten southern provin-
ces remained a Spanish possession (see Map 13.3).

The England of Elizabeth

After the death of Queen Mary in 1558, her half-sister Eliza-
beth (1558-1603) ascended the throne of England. During
Elizabeth’s reign, England rose to prominence as the rela-
tively small island kingdom became the leader of the Protes-
tant nations of Europe, laid the foundations for a world
empire, and experienced a cultural renaissance.

The daughter of King Henry VII and Anne Boleyn, Bliza-
beth had had a difficult early life. During Mary's reign, she
had even been imprisoned for a while and had learned carly
to hide her true feelings from both private and public sight,
Intelligent, cautious, and self-confident, she moved quickly o
solve the difficult religious problem she had inherited from
Mary, who had become extremely unpopular when she tried
to return England to the Catholic fold.

RELIGIOUS POLICY Elizabeth’s religious policy was based on
moderation and compromise. As a ruler, she wished to prevent
England from being torn apart over matters of religion. Parlia-
ment cooperated with the queen in initiating the Elizabethan re-
ligious settlement in 1559. The Catholic legislation of Mary's
reign was repealed, and the new Act of Supremacy designated
Elizabeth as “the only supreme governor of this realm, as well
in all spiritual or ecclesiastical things or causes, as temporal.”
She used this title rather than “supreme head of the church,”
which had been used by both Henry VI and Edward VI,
because she did not want to upset the Catholics, who consid-
ered the pope the supreme head, or radical Protestants, who
thought that Christ alone was head of the church. The Act of
Uniformity restored the church service of the Book of Common
Prayer from the reign of Edward VI with some revisions to
make it more acceptable to Catholics. The Thirty-Nine Articles,
a new confession of faith, defined theological issues midway
between Lutheranism and Calvinism. Elizabeth’s religious settle-
ment was basically Protestant, but it was a moderate Protestant-
ism that avoided overly subtle distinctions and extremes.

The new religious settlement worked, at least to the extent
that it smothered religious differences in England in the sec-
ond half of the sixteenth century. Two groups, however, the
Catholics and the Puritans, continued to oppose it. One of
Elizabeth’s greatest challenges came from her Catholic cousin,
Mary, queen of Scots, who was next in line to the English
throne. Mary was ousted from Scotland by rebellious Calvin-
ist nobles in 1568 and fled for her life to England. There Eliza-
beth placed her under house arrest and for fourteen years
tolerated her involvement in a number of ill-planned Catholic
plots designed to kill Elizabeth and replace her on the throne
with the Catholic Mary. Finally, in 1587, after Mary became
embroiled in a far more serious plot, Elizabeth had her cousin
beheaded to end the threats to her regime.

Potentially more dangerous to Anglicanism in the long run
were the Puritans, The word Puritan first appeared in 1564
when it was used to refer to Protestants within the Anglican
Church who, inspired by Calvinist theology, wanted to remove
any trace of Catholicism from the Church of England. Eliza-
beth managed to keep the Puritans in check during her reign.

Elizabeth proved as adept in government and foreign pol-
icy as in religious affairs (see the box on p. 398). She was well
served administratively by the principal secretary of state. The
talents of Sir William Cecil and Sir Francis Walsingham, who
together held the office for thirty-two years, ensured much of
Elizabeth’s success in foreign and domestic affairs. Elizabeth
also handled Parliament with much skill; it met only thirteen
times during her entire reign.
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1L & HISTORY

DIRECTED BY SHEKHAR KAPUR, Elizabeth opens in 1554 with
4 scene of three Protestant heretics being burned alive
as Cueen Mary (Kathy Burke) pursues her dream of
restaring Catholicism to England. Mary also
contemplates signing a death warrant for her Protestant
half-sister Elizabeth (Cate Blanchett) but refuses to do so
before dying in 1558. Elizabeth becomes queen and is
portrayed in her early years of rule as an uncertain
monarch who “rules from the heart instead of the mind,”
as one adviser tells her, Elizabeth is also threatened by
foreign rulers, the duke of Norfolk (Christopher
Eccieston), and others who want a Catholic on the throne
of England. A plot, which supposedly includes Robert
Duciley (Joseph Fiennes), her former lover, is unraveled
with the help of Francis Walsingham (Geoffrey Rush), a
ruthiless Machiavellian adviser whose primary goal is

protecting Elizabeth, The queen avoids assassination, but
the aitempt nevertheless convinces Elizabeth that she
must be a Virgin Queen whe dedicates her life to
England. As she tells Lord Burghley (Richard
Attar
that =2nds the film: "l am now married to England.”

The strength of the movie, which contains numerous

orough), her closest adviser, during the procession

histarical inaccuracies, is the performance of Cate
Blancnett, who captures some of the characteristics of
Quasn Elizabeth I. At one point Elizabeth explains her
reluctance to go to war: "l do not like wars. They have
uncertain outcomes.” After she rebuffs the efforts of her
advisars to persuade her to marry a foreign prince for the
sake of maintaining the throne, Elizabeth declares, 't will
have one mistress here, and no master.”” Although the movie
correctly emphasizes her intelligence and her clever handling
of ativisers and church officials, Elizabeth is shown incorrectly
as weak and vacillating when she first comes to the throne. In
fact, Elizabeth was already a practiced politician who knew
how io use power, She was, as she reminds her advisers, her
father's (Henry VIIi's) daughter.

In many other ways, the movie is not faithful to the
historical record. The movie telescopes events that occurred
over thirty years of Elizabeth’s lengthy reign into the first five
years of her reign and makes up other events altogether.
Marty of Guise (Fanny Ardant) was not assassinated by Francis
Waisingham as the movie implies. Nor was Walsingham an

EIGN POLICY Caution, moderation, and expediency also
dictated Elizabeth’s foreign policy. Fearful of other countries’
motives, Elizabeth realized that war could be disastrous for
her island kingdom and her own rule. Unofficially, however,
she ¢ncouraged English seamen to raid Spanish ships and col-
Ovies. Francis Drake was especially adept at plundering
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Queen Elizabeth | (Cate Blanchett) and the duke of Norfolk (Christopher
Eccleston).

Polygram/The Kobal Collection at Art Resource, NY

important figure in the early part of Elizabeth's reign. Robert
Dudley's marriage was well known in Elizabethan England,
and there is no firm evidence that Elizabeth had a sexual
relationship with him. The duke of Norfolk was not arrested
until 1571, The duc d'Anjou (Vincent Cassel) never came to
England nor would he, even if he had come, have addressed
Elizabeth with the candid sexual words used in the film. It was
the duc’s younger brother, the duc d'Alencon, who was put
forth as a possible husband for Elizabeth, although not until
she was in her forties. And finally, Elizabeth’s choice of career
over family and personal happiness seems to reflect a
feminist theme of our own times; it certainly was not
common in the sixteenth century when women were
considered unfit to rule,

Spanish fleets loaded with gold and silver from Spain’s New
World empire. While encouraging English piracy and provid-
ing clandestine aid to French Huguenots and Dutch Calvinists
to weaken France and Spain, Elizabeth pretended complete
aloofness and avoided alliances that would force her into war
with any major power (see the Film & History feature above).
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Gradually, however, Elizabeth was drawn into more active
involvement in the Netherlands. This move accelerated the al-
ready mounting friction between Spain and England. After
years of resisting the idea of invading England as impractical,
Philip 11 of Spain was finally persuaded to do so by advisers
who assured him that the people of England would rise
against their queen when the Spaniards arrived. Moreover,
Philip was easily convinced that the revolt in the Netherlands
would never be crushed as long as England provided support
for it. In any case, a successful invasion of England would
mean the overthrow of heresy and the return of England to
Catholicism, surely an act in accordance with the will of God.
Accordingly, Philip ordered preparations for a fleet of war-
ships that would rendezvous with the army of the duke of
Parma in Flanders and escort his troops across the English
Channel for the invasion.

THE SPANISH ARMADA The armada proved to be a disaster.
The Spanish fleet that finally set sail had neither the ships nor
the troops that Philip had planned to send. A conversation
between a papal emissary and an officer of the Spanish fleet
before the armada departed reveals the fundamental flaw:

“And if you meet the English armada in the Channel, do you
expect to win the battle?” “Of course,” replied the Spaniard.
“How can you be sure?” [asked the emissary].

CHAPTER SUMMARY

When the Augustinian monk Martin Luther burst onto the
scene with a series of theses on indulgences, few people sus-
pected that his observations would eventually split all of
Europe along religious lines. But the yearning for reform of the
church and meaningful religious experiences caused a seem-
ingly simple dispute to escalate into a powerful movement.

Martin Luther established the twin pillars of the Protestant
Reformation: the doctrine of justification by faith alone and
the Bible as the sole authority in religious affairs. Although
Luther felt that his revival of Christian-
ity based on his interpretation of the
Bible should be acceptable to all, others
soon appeared who also read the Bible
but interpreted it in different ways.
Protestantism fragmented into different
sects—Zwinglianism, Calvinism, Angli-
canism, Anabaptism—which, though
united in their dislike of Catholicism,
were themselves divided over the interpretation of the sacra-
ments and religious practices. As reform ideas spread, religion
and politics became ever more intertwined.

Although Lutheranism was legally acknowledged in the
Holy Roman Empire by the Peace of Augsburg in 1555, it
had lost much of its momentum and outside of Scandinavia
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“It’s very simple. It is well known that we fight in God’s
cause. So, when we meet the English, God will surely arrange
matters so that we can grapple and board them, either by
sending some strange freak of weather or, more likely, just by
depriving the English of their wits. If we can come to close
quarters, Spanish valor and Spanish steel (and the great masses
of soldiers we shall have on board) will make our victory cer-
tain. But unless God helps us by a miracle the English, who
have faster and handier ships than ours, and many more long-
range guns, and who know their advantage just as well as we
do, will never close with us at all, but stand aloof and knock
us to pieces with their culverins [cannons], without our being
able to do them any serious hurt. So,” concluded the captain,
and one fancies a grim smile, “we are sailing against England

in the confident hope of a miracle.”"”

The hoped-for miracle never materialized. The Spanish fleet,
battered by a number of encounters with the English, sailed
back to Spain by a northward route around Scotland and Ire-
land, where it was further battered by storms. Although the
English and Spanish would continue their war for another
sixteen years, the defeat of the Spanish armada guaranteed
for the time being that England would remain a Protestant
country. Although Spain made up for its losses within a year
and a half, the defeat was a psychological blow to the
Spaniards.

had scant ability to attract new sup-
porters. Its energy was largely
replaced by the new Protestant form
of Calvinism, which had a clarity of
doctrine and a fervor that made it
attractive to a whole new generation
of Buropeans. But while Calvinism’s
activism enabled it to spread across
Europe, Catholicism was also experi-
encing its own revival. New religious orders based on reform,
a revived and reformed papacy, and the Council of Trent,
which reaffirmed traditional Catholic doctrine, gave the Catho-
lic Church a renewed vitality.

By the middle of the sixteenth century, it was apparent
that the religious passions of the Reformation era had brought
an end to the religious unity of
medieval Europe. The religious di-
vision (Catholics versus Protestant)
was instrumental in beginning a se-
ries of religious wars that were
complicated by economic, social,
and political forces that also played
a role. The French Wars of Reli-
gion, the revolt of the Netherlands




