Getting to know you Socratic seminar prep questions

Name: ______________________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]Directions: Answer each of the following questions in preparation for the Socratic seminar tomorrow. The majority of these questions will be your gut answer, not researchable material. Your group will discuss four of the eight questions, you will find out tomorrow which questions you are going to discuss. Prepare as if you will answer all of the questions. Between Friday and Monday I will answer all of the questions so you can get to know me a little better too. I will be collecting these answers at the end of the Socratic seminar tomorrow.

The purpose of this seminar is fourfold. First, to get you thinking about music that is important to you. Second, it is paramount to the class that you bring your opinions to the table. Music is extremely subjective and it is critical that you understand your opinion matters in our classroom. Third, I want you to understand that WE HAVE TO TALK FOR THIS CLASS TO BE SUCCESSFUL. If you do not come to class and participate in the conversation throughout the semester, your class will be borrowing a failure. Last, I want you to get to know each of your classmates a little better and find out what their musical tastes are. 

1. Explain in detail why music is important to culture and society. This can be an academic approach and a personal approach (either/or or both is OK). 
2. Who is the most important artist (in the 20th century) for the progression of music? 
3. Explain in detail why music is important to you and why you wanted to take this class. If you just were thrown in this class explain that too, it will not hurt my feelings. 
4. How much is music tied to personal emotion? 
5. Does music define culture or does culture define music? 
6. Who in your life (that you know personally) has had the greatest impact on your appreciation of music?
7. Explain who your least favorite artist is and why that person/group/etc. is your least favorite artist. If you cannot come up with a single artist, explain your least favorite genre. 
8. Explain who your favorite artist is and why that person/group/etc. is your favorite artist. If you cannot come up with a single artist, explain your favorite genre. It is ok if you pick what is your favorite right now this opinion is not set in stone. 

Procedure for seminar:

We will be broken in two groups. Each group will have fifteen minutes to answer four questions. If you are not answering questions you will be expected to take notes on the group in discussion. 
