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e flag of the Russian Federation. The cold war had ended with the dismem-
rment of the Soviet Union and its fifteen constituent republics. As a result,
¢ United States had become the world's only superpower.

“Containment” of the Soviet Union, the bedrock of U.S. foreign policy
- more than four decades, had lost its reason for being. Bush, the ultimate
\d war carcerist—formerly ambassador to the United Nations, envoy to
bhina, head of the CIA, and vice president under Reagan—struggled o in-
pret the fluid new international scene. He spoke of a “new world order”
at never defined it, By his own admission he had trouble with “the vision
ing.” By the end of 1991, a listless Bush faced a challenge in the Republi-

n primary from the feisty television commentator and former White
Jouse aide Patrick Buchanan, who adopted the slogan “America First” and
Jled on Bush to “bring home the boys." As the euphoria of the Gulf War
ctory wore off, a popular bumper sticker reflected the growing public frus
ation with the Bush administration: “Saddam Hussein still has his job.
Vhat about you?”

ECESSION AND DOWNSIZING For the Bush administration and
o the nation, the most devastating development in the early nineties was a
rolonged cconomic recession. The first major economic setback in more
an eight years,it grew into the longest, if not the deepest, since the Great
hepression, During 1991, 25 million workers—about 20 percent of the labor
o rce—were unemployed at some point. The euphoria over theallied victory
1 the Gulf War quickly gave way to surly anxiety generated by the depressed
conomy. At the end of 1991, Time magazine declared that "o one, not even
corge Bush” could deny “that the economy was sputtering.” With his do-
ncstic policies in disarray and his foreign policy abandoned, George Bush
ried a clumsy balancing act in addressing the recession, on the one hand ac-
owledging that “people are hurting” while on the other telling Americans
hat “this is a good time to buy a car”

R EPUBLICAN TURMOIL President Bush had already set a political
L 1ap for himself when he declared at the 1988 Republican Convention: “Read
ny lips. No new taxes? Fourteen months into his presidency, he decided that
he foderal budget deficit was a greater risk than violation of his no-new-
Laxes pledge. After intense negotiations with congressional Democrats, Bush
announced that reducing the federal deficit required “tax revenue increases.”
is backsliding set off a revolt among House Republicans, but a bipartisan
majority (with most Republicans stil opposed) fnally approved a tax-increase

measure, raising the top personal rate from 28 to 31 percent, disallowing
certain deductions in the upper brackets, and raising various special taxes,
Such actions increased federal revenue and eroded Bush's political support
Conservative Republicans would not let George Bush forget his abandoned
pledge not to raise taxes.

‘At the 1992 Republican Convention, Patrick Buchanan, who had won about
a third of the votes in the party's primaries, lambasted Bush for breaking his
pledge not to raise taxes and for becoming the “biggest spender in American
history?” Buchanan claimed to be a crusader “for a Middle American revolu
tion” that would halt llegal immigration and liberal permissiveness. As the
1992 clection unfolded, Bush's real problem was not Pat Buchanan and the
conservative wing of the Republican party, however. What threatened his re-

election was his own listless cffort to jump-start the economy.

DEMOCRATIC RESURGE
licans, the Demacrats at their 1992 convention presented an image of cen-

CE  In contrast to divisions among Repub-

st forces in control. For several years the Democratic Leadership Council,
in which Arkansas governor William Jefferson Clinton figured prominently,
had been pushing the party from the liberal left to the center of the political
spectrum. Clinton strove f move the Democrats closer to the mainstream
of political opinion. A graduate of Georgetown University, he had won a
Rhodes scholarship to Oxford University and then earned a law degree from
Yale, where he met his future wite, Hillary Rodham. By 1979, at age thirty-
o, Bill Clinton was back in his native Arkansas, having been elected the
youngest governor in the country. He served three more terms a5 governor
and in the process emerged as a dynamic young leader commitied to win-
ning back the middle-class whites who had voted Republican during the
1980s. Democrats had grown so liberal, he argued, that they had alienated
their key constituency, the “vital center.”

‘A self-described moderate secking the Democratic presidential nomina
tion, Clinton promised to cut the defense budget, provide tax relief for the
middle class, and create a massive cconomic aid package for the former
tepublics ofthe Soviet Union to help them forge democratic societes. Witty,

inteligent, and a compelling speaker, Clinton projected energy, youth, and
optimism, reminding many political observers of John F. Kennedy.

But underneath the veneer of Clinton's charisma were several flaws. He
often seemed so determined to become president that he was willing to sac-
tifice consistency and principle. He made extensive use of polls to shape his
stance on issues, pandered to special-interest groups, and {lip-flopped on
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he 1992 presidential campaign

residential candidate Bill Clinton and his running mate, Al Gore, brought youthful
hthusiasm to the campaign trail

ontroversial subjects, leading eritics to label him Slick Willic. Said one
“He'll bewhat people want him to be. He'll do

rmer opponent in Arkansas
 say what it will take to get clected.” Even more enticing to the media and
Lore embarrassing to Clinton were charges that he was a chronic adulterer
nd that he had manipulated the ROTC program during the Vietnam War to
void the draft. Clinton'’s evasive denials of both allegations could not dispel
lingering distrust of his character.

Yet after a series of bruising party primaries, Clinton emerged as the
ont-runner at the Democratic nominating convention in the summer of
992. Once nominated, Clinton chose Senator Albert Gore J1. of Tennessee
s his running mate. So the candidates were two Southern Baptists from ad-
oining states. Flushed with their convention victory and sporting a ten-
oint lead over Bush in the polis, the Clinton-Gore team stressed econormic
sues to win over working-class white and black voters. Clinton won the
lection with 370 electoral votes and about 43 percent of the vote; Bush re-
eived 168 electoral votes and 39 percent of the vote; and off-and-on indepen-
lent candidate H. Ross Perot of Texas garnered 18 percent of the popular
ote but no electoral votes. A puckish billionaire, Perot found a large audience

for his simplified explanations of public problems and his offers to just “get
under the hood and fix them.”

DoMmesTIC PoLicY IN CLINTON’S FIRST TERM

Clinton’s inexperience in international affairs and congressional ma-
neuvering led to several missteps in his first year as president. Like George
Bush before him, he rencged on several campaign promises. He abandoned
his proposed middle-class tax cut in order to keep down the federal deficit.
When his attempt to allow professed homosexuals to serve in the armed

forces aroused strong opposition among military commanders and in Con-
gress, he backed down nine days into office and later announced an ambigu-
ous new policy concerning gays in the military that came to be known as
don't ask, don't tell In Clinton’s first two weeks in officc, his approval rating
dropped 20 percent.

THE ECONOMY  As a candidate, Clinton had pledged to reduce the fed-
eral deficit without damaging the economy. To this end, on February 17 he
proposed higher taxes for corporations and for individuals in higher tax
brackets and called for an economic stimulus package for “investment” in
public works (transportation, utilities, and the like) and “human capital”
(education, skills, health, and welfare), The hotly contested bill finally passed
by 218 to 216 in the House and
51 to 50 in the Senate, with Vice
President Gore breaking the tie.

Fqually contested was the
North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), which the
Bush administration had nego-
tiated with Canada and Mexico.
The debate over its congressional
approval revived old arguments
on the tariff, Clinton stuck with
his party’s tradition of low
tariffs and urged approval Of NAFTA protesters
NAFTA, which would make

Protesters going to a rally where House

North America the largest free- Majority Leader Richard Gephardt spoke
trade area in the world. He and  to hundreds of opponents.
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THE ELECTION OF 1988 Flectoral Vote  Papul Vo
[ George Bush a2 47,900 000
(Republica

[0 Mmichuel Dukakis n 4100000
(Demacrat)

How did George H. W. Bush overtake Michael Dukakis's lead in the pollst What was
the role of race and class in the election results?

Florida 10 a high of 80 percent in Mississippi. Mor significant was Bush's
success among blue-collar workers: he captured 46 percent of these typically
Democratic voters.

THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION

George Bush viewed himself as a guardian president rather than an ac-
tivist. He lacked Reagan's visionary outlook. Bush was a pragmatist caretaker
cager to avoid “stupid mistakes” and find a way 1o get along with the Demo-
cratic majority in Congress. “We don't need to remake society” he announced.
Bush thercfore sought to consolidate and nurture the initiatives that Reagan
had putiin place rather than launch his own array of programs and policies.

“The Bush Adwinistration - 1413

DOMESTIC INITIATIVES The biggest problem facing the Bush ad-
ministration was the national debt, which stood at $2.6 trillion in 1989,
nearly three times its 1980 level. Bush's taboo on tax increases (meaning
mainly income taxes) and his insistence upon lowering capital-gains taxes—
on profits from the sale of stocks and other property—made it more diffi-
cult to reduce the annual deficit or trim the long-term debt. By 1990 the
country faced “a fiscal mess.” Eventually Bush decided “that both the size of
the deficit problem and the need for a package that can be enacted” required
budget cuts and “tax revenue increases,” which he had sworn to avoid.

Another domestic initiative was President Bush's war on illegal drugs. Dur-
ing the 19805 cocaine addiction spread through sizable segments of society,
luring not only those with money 1o spend but also those with lttle money to
spare, who used the drug in its smokable form, known as crack. Bush vowed to
make drug abuse his number-one domestic priority and appointed William J.
Bennet, former education secretary, as “drug czar,” or head of a new Office of
National Drug Control Policy, with cabinet status but no department. Yet fed-
eral spending on programs intended to curb drug abuse rose only modestly.
‘The message, on this and on education, housing, and other social problems,
was that more of the burden should fall on state and local authorities.

THE DEMOCRACY MOVEMENT ABROAD George Bush entered
the White House with more foreign-policy experience than most presidents,
and he found the spotlight of the world stage more congenial than wrestling
with the intractable problems of the inner cities, drug abuse, and the deficit
Within two years of his inauguration, Bush would lead the United States into
two wars. Throughout most of 1989, however, he merely had to sit back and
observe the dissolution of one totalitarian or authoritarian regime after an-
other. For the first time in years, democracy was on the march in a sequence
of mostly bloodless revolutions that surprised the world.

Although a grassroots democracy movement in China came 1o a tragic
end in 1989 when government forces mounted a deadly assault on demon-
strators in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square, Eastern Europe had an entirely dif-
ferent experience. With a rigid economic system failing to deliver the goods
1o the Soviet people, Mikhail Gorbachev tesponded with policies of pere-
stroika (restructuring) and glasnost (openness), a loosening of centralized
economic planning and censorship. His forcign policy sought rapproche-
mentand trade with the West, and he aimed to relieve the Soviet economy of
burdensome military costs,

Gorbachev also backed off from Soviet imperial ambitions. Early in 1989,
Soviet troops left Afghanistan after spending nine years bogged down in civil
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Dissolution of the Soviet Empire

West Germans hacking away at the Berlin Wall on November 11, 1989, two days
after all crossings between East Germany and West Germany were opened.

war there. Gorbachev then repudiated the Brezhnev Doctrine, which as-
serted the right of the Soviet Union to intervenc in the internal affairs of
other Communist counties. The days when Soviet tanks rolled through
Warsaw and Prague were over, and hard-line leaders in the Eastern-bloc
countries found themselves beset by demands for reform from their own
people. With opposition strength building, the old regimes fell with surpri
ingly little bloodshed. Communist party rule ended firstin Poland and Hun-
gary, then in Crechoslovakia and Bulgaria. In Romania the year of peaceful
revolution ended in a bloodbath when the people joined the army in a
bloody uprising against the brutal dictator Nicolae Ceaugescu. He and his
wife were captured, tried, and then executed on Christmas Day.

‘The most spectacular event in the collapse of the Soviet Empire came on
November 9, 1989, when the chief symbol of the cold war—the Betlin
Wall—was torn down by Germans using small taols and even their hands,
With the borders to the West now fully open, the Communist government of
East Germany collapsed, a frecly elected government came to power, and on
October 3, 1990, the five states of East Germany were united with West

The Bush Administration - 1415

Action against Gorbachev

In August 1991, one day after Mikhail Gorbachev was placed under house arrest by
Communists planning a coup, Russian president Boris Yeltsin (holding papers)
makes a speech criticizing the plotters,

Germany. The unified German nation remained in NATO, and the Commu-
nist Warsaw Pact alliance was dissolved.

The reform impulse that Gorbachev helped unleash in the Eastern-bloc
countries careened out of control within the Soviet Union, however. Gor-
bachev proved unusually adept at political restructuring, yielding the Com-
munist monopoly of government but building a new presidential system
that gave him, if anything, increased powers, His skills in the Byzantine poli-
ties of the Kremlin, though, did not extend to an antiquated econorny that
resisted change. The revival of ethnic allegiances added to the instability. Al-
though Russia proper included slightly more than half the Soviet Union's
population, it was only one of fifteen constituent republics, most of which
began to scek autonomy, if not independence.

Gorbachev's popularity shrank in the Soviet Union as it grew abroad. It
especially eroded among the Communist hard-liners, who saw in his re-
forms the unraveling of their bureaucratic and political empire. Once the
genie of freedom was released from the Communist lamp, however, it took
on & momentum of its own. On August 18, 1991, a cabal of political and
military leaders tried to scize the reins of power in Russia. They accosted
Gorbachevat his vacation retreat in the Crimea and demanded that he sign a
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lecree proclaiming a state of emergency and transferring his powers to
hem. He replied, “Go to hell,” whereupon he was placed under house arrest.
The coup was doomed from the start, however. Poorly planned and clum-
{ly implemented, it lacked effective coordination. The plotters failed to arrest
opular leaders such as Boris Yelisin, the president of the Russian republics
hey neglected to close the airports or cut off telephone and television com-
munications; and they were opposed by key clements of the military and
KGB (the secret police). But most important, the plotters failed to recognize
ihe strength of the democratic idealism unleashed by Gorbachev’s reforms.

As the political drama unfolded in the Soviet Union, foreign leaders de-
nounced the coup. On August 20, President Bush responded favorably to
Yeltsin's request for support and persuaded other leaders to join him in re-
fusing to recognize the legitimacy of the new Soviet government. The next
day, word began to seep out that the plotters had given up and were fleeing.
Several committed suicide, and a newly released Gorbachev ordered the oth-
ers arrested. Yet things did not go back to the way they had been. Although
Gorbachev reclaimed the title of president of the Soviet Union, he was

forced to resign as head of the Communist party and admit that he had
made a grave mistake in appointing the men who had turned against him.
Boris Yeltsin emerged as the most popular political figure in the country.
So what had begun as a reactionary coup turned into a powerful acceler-
ant for stunning changes in the Soviet Union, or the Soviet Disunion, as one.
wag termed it. Most of the ffteen republics proclaimed their independence,
with the Baltic republics of Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia regaining the sta-
tus of independent nations. The Communist party apparatus was disman-
tled, prompting celcbrating crowds to topple statues of Lenin and other
Communist heroes.

‘A chastened Gorbachev could only acquiesce in the breakup of the Soviet

Empire, whereas the systemic problems burdening the Soviet Union before
the coup remained intractable. The economy was stagnant, food and coal
shortages loomed on the horizon, and consumer goods remained scarce.
The reformers had won, but they had yet to establish deep roots in a country
with no democratic tradition. Leaping into the unknown, they faced years of
hardship and uncertainty.

The aborted coup also accelerated Soviet and American efforts to reduce
their stockpiles of nuclear weapons. In late 1991, President Bush stunned the
world by announcing that the United States would destroy all its tactical nu-
clear weapons on land and at sea in Europe and Asia, take its long-range
bombers off twenty-four-hour-alert status, and initiate discussions with the
Soviet Union for the purpose of instituting sharp cuts in ICBMs with multiple

warheads. Bush explained that the prospect of a Soviet invasion of western
Europe was “no longer a realistic threat,” and this transformation provided an
unprecedented opportunity for reducing the threat of nuclear holocaust. Pres-
ident Gorbachev responded by announcing reciprocal Soviet cutbacks,

PANAMA  The end of the cold war did not spell the end of international
tensions and conflict, however. Indeed, before the end of 1989, U.S. troops
were engaged in battle in Panama, where a petty tyrant provoked the first of
America’s military engagements under George H. W. Bush. In 1983, General
Manuel Noriega had maneuvered himself into the position of leader of the
Panamanian Defense Forces, which made him the de facto head of the gov-
ernment in fact if not in title. Earlier, when Bush headed the CIA, Noricga, as

chief of military intelligence, had developed a profitable business of supply-
ing information on the region to the CIA. At the same time, he developed
avenues in the region for drug smuggling and gunrunning, laundering the
‘money from those activitics through Panamanian banks. For a time, Ameri-
can intelligence analysts looked the other way, regarding Noriega as a useful
contact, but eventually he became an embarrassment. In 1987 a rejected as-
sociate published charges of Noricga's drug activities and accused him fur-
ther of rigged elections and political assassination.

In 1988 federal grand juries in Miami and Tampa indicted Noriega and
fifteen others on drug charges. The next year the Panamanian president tried
to fire Noriega, but the National Assembly ousted the president and named
Noriega “maximum leader? The legislators then declared Panama “in a state
of war” with the United States. The next day, December 16,1989, a U.S. ma-
rine in Panama was killed. President Bush thereupon ordered an invasion of
Panama with the purpose of capturing Noriega so that he might stand trial
in the United States and installing a government headed by President
Guillermo Endara.

The 12,000 U.S. military personnel already in Panama were quickly joined
by 12,000 more, and in the early morning of December 20 five military task
forces struck at strategic targets in the country. Within hours, Noriega had
surrendered. Twenty-three U.S. servicemen were killed in the action, and es-
timates of Panamanian casualties, including many civilians, were as high as
4,000, In April 1992, Noriega was convicted in the United States on eight

counts of racketeering and drug distribution.

THE GULE WAR  Months after Panama had moved to the background
of public attention, Saddam Husscin, dictator of Iraq, focused attention on
the Middle East when his army suddenly invaded tiny Kuwait on August 2,
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1990, Kuwait had raised its production of oil, contrary 10 agreements with
PEC. The resulting drop in global ol prices offended the Irag regime,
eep in debt and heavily dependent upon oil revenues. Saddam Hussein was
urprised by the backlash his invasion of Kuwait caused. The UN Security
ouncil unanimously condemned the invasion and demanded withdrawal,
5. Secretary of State James A. Baker L1T and the Soviet foreign minister is-
ed a joint statement of condemnation. On August 6 the Security Council
ndorsed Resolution 661, an embargo on trade with Iraq-

Bush condemned Iraq’s “naked aggression” and dispatched planes and
roops to Saudi Arabia on a “wholly defensive” mission: to protect Saudi
 Arabia. British forces soon joined in, as did Arab units from Egypt, Morocco,
Syria, Oman, the United Arab Emirates, and Qatar. On August 22, Bush or-
dered the mobilization of American reserve forces for the operation, now
dubbed Desert Shield.

A flusry of peace efforts sent diplomats scurrying, but without resul. Iraq
refused to yield. On January 12, Congress authorized the use of U.S, armed
forces. By January 1991 over thirty nations were committed to Operation
Desert Shield. Some nations sent only planes, ships, or support forces, but

‘The Gulf War
U.S. soldiers adapt to desert conditions during Operation Desert Shicld,
December 1990.

The Bush Aaministration - 1413

sixteen, including ten Islamic countries, committed ground forces. Desert
Shield became Operation Desert Storm when the first allied cruise missiles
began to hit Irag on January 16.

Saddam Hussein, expecting a landing on the Kuwaiti coast and an allied
attack northward into Kuwait, concentrated his forces in that country. The
Tragis were outflanked when 200,000 allied troops, largely American, British,
and French, turned up on the undefended Iragi border with Saudi Arabia
100 to 200 miles to the west. The swift-moving allied ground assault began
on February 24 and lasted only four days. Iraqi soldiers surrendered by the
thousands.

On February 28, six weeks after the fighting began, President Bush called
for a cease-fire, the Iragis accepted, and the shooting ended. There were 137
American fatalties. The lowest estimate of Iraqi deaths, civilian and mili-
tary, was 100,000. The coalition forces occupied about a fifth of Iraq. The
consequences of the bricf but intense Persian Gulf War, the “mother of all
batiles” in Saddam Hussein's words, would be played out in the future.
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ssible the personal computer. In 1975 an engineer named Ed Roberts de-
loped the prototype of the so-called personal computer. The Altair 8500
s imperfect and cumbersome, with no display, no keyboard, and not
ough memory to do anything useful. But its potential excited a Harvard
phomore named Bill Gates. He improved the software of the Altair 8800,
opped out of college, and formed a company called Microsoft to sell the
w system. By 1977, Gates and others had helped transform the personal
mputer from a machine for hobbyists into a mass consumer product.
During the 1990s the development of the Internet and electronic mail al-
wed for instantaneous communication, thereby accelerating what came to

called the globalization of the economy and dramatically increasing pro-
uctivity in the workplace.

CULTURAL CONSERVATISM

Cultural conservatives helped elect Ronald Reagan and George Bush
the 1980, but they were disappointed with the results. Once in office,
either president had, in the eyes of those conservatives, adequately addressed
eir moral agenda, including a complete ban on abortions and the restoration
£ prayer in public schools. By the 19905 a new generation of young conserva-
ve activists, mostly political independents or Republicans and largely from
 sunbelt states, had emerged as a major force in national affairs. They
ere more ideological, more libertarian, more partisan, and more impatient
han their predecessors. The new breed of cultural conservatives abhorred
e excesses of social liberalism. They lamented the disappearance of basic
rms of decency and propriety; and they attacked affirmative-action pro-
rams designed to redress historic injustices committed against women and
inorities. During the 1990s powerful groups inside and outside the Republi-
an party mobilized to roll back government programs that gave preference to
extain social groups. Prominent African American conservatives supported
uch efforts, arguing that racially based preferences were demeaning and
ondescending remedies for historical injustices,

HE RELIGIOUS RIGHT Although quite diverse, cultural conserva-
ives tended to be evangelical Christians or orthodox Catholics, and they
oined together to exert increasing religious pressure on the political process.
n 1989 the Virginia-based television evangelist Pat Robertson organized the
hristian Coalition to replace Jerry Falwell’s Moral Majority as the flagship

Bush to Clinton - 1427

organization of the resurgent religious right. The Christian Coalition chose
the Republican party as the best vehicle for promoting its pro=school prayer,
anti-abortion, anti-gay rights positions. In addition to celebrating “tradi-
tional family values, it urged politicians to “radically downsize and delimit
government.” In many respects the religious right took control of the political
and social agendas in the nineties. As one journalist acknowledged in 1995,
“the religious right is moving toward center stage in American secularlife?”

BusH TO CLINTON

For months after the Persian Gulf War in 1991, George H. W. Bush
seemed unbeatable; his approval rating rose to 91 percent. But the aftermath
of Desert Storm was mixed, with Saddam Hussein’s despotic grip on Iraq still
intact. Despite his image of strength abroad, Bush began to look weak even
on foreign policy. The Soviet Union meanwhile stumbled on to its surprising
end. On December 25, 1991, the Soviet flag over the Kremlin was replaced by

‘The Persian Gulf War

Traqi soldiers surrender to the Allied forces in Kuwait.





