Interactions between European/Latin American Church and Society Research Project

You will write a thesis* driven research paper**.  A thesis-driven paper makes an arguable claim and defends it.  Do not confuse a research paper with a report:  you need write a question, research it, answer it with a thesis about your topic and then present evidence and analysis that provides support and explanation.

Directions: 

You will pick area of interaction between the church and state in European and/or Latin America history from 800-1789, on which you will: research, craft a research question, research, answer it with a thesis, create an outline that details the facts and analysis that will answer your thesis, analyze a couple of the key sources used in OPVL style, and then write a brief research paper. You will turn process pieces in on selected due dates and you will turn in your final draft, and your stamp sheet. You will have library and class time to research and develop your ideas and write your paper.  You must use (ie: cite) at least four sources in your research – one of which must be a primary source, another must be a JSTOR source (you cannot double dip here), two of which must be print sources (JSTOR will never count as a printed source), and none of which may be a textbook, general encyclopedia, or crummy webpage (i.e. wiki anything, answers.com, history.com, etc.).  These sources will be part of your research paper and must be formatted properly on a works cited page. 

Process: 

1. Do research in the library and at home—read a lot before you even start to write or form unwavering opinions. Remember: “A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of simple minds.” You need to take notes in an organized fashion using either physical or electronic notecards. (If you know you like one way better than the other use it, but if you are undecided try both and see which ones works better for you. You do not have to redo them to be uniform if you try it out.) 

· All research due date: Friday 10/27/17
· *NOTE* E-books do not count as books. You must be able to physically hold the book in your hands for it to count. 

· *NOTE* You do not need to complete notecards for this assignment, you will complete an OPVL sheet instead. 

2. Create a historical question and thesis explaining the impact/affect/results/influence/etc. of the conflict between church and state of your choice. You will get this approved BEFORE you start on your outline.  
· Initial Prompt/Question due: Friday 10/27/17

· Final prompt/question due: Monday 10/30/17

3. Create a working thesis, and revise your thesis throughout the writing process. I will give you feedback on each of your thesis statements. 

· First thesis due: Friday 10/27/17

· Second thesis due: Monday 10/30/17

· Final thesis due: Friday 11/3/17

4. Create a research proposal. Complete with question, thesis, and four level MLA outline. Your outline should include the evidence that will support your thesis and the analysis that is necessary to connect your facts to your thesis. You should consider what did and did not happen in your event and what affect that had (cause and effect). You should make sure to address an issue with enough research for at least a one-page single spaced outline that will become a 800-950 word paper.  
· Research Proposal/Outline due: Monday 10/30/17
5. Create a works cited page and OPVL all sources, following proper MLA formatting. Your works cited page must have at least the four sources listed in the research portion of the process. You will do short source evaluations of in OPVL style***. 
· Works cited/OPVL Due: Friday 11/3/17
6. Create a rough draft. Write an 800-950 word, MLA formatted, rough draft addressing the research question you created.  

· Rough draft due: Friday 11/3/17

7. Revise your rough draft to a final draft. Final draft should include the following items: Your MLA formatted essay, with your works cited (this should all be one document). If you do not include a works cited, you will lose points on the essay. 
· Submission window for final draft: Monday 11/6/17 – Friday 11/10/17
LATE PAPERS WILL BE PENALIZED AT 10% PER DAY—INCLUDING WEEKENDS—EVEN IF YOU ARE ABSENT FROM SCHOOL
*Thesis Definition:
A thesis (or controlling idea) is a statement that must be proved. In an essay this is usually done with examples of some sort. In a research paper, much of your argument is supported by facts, statements and statistics from other sources. Although it may not necessarily argue that something is right or wrong ("The death penalty is wrong."), it still argues a position on a topic ("The death penalty has not been a deterrent in the U.S." or "The best alternative car engine is the hybrid.").

**Research Paper Definition:

A research paper is a thesis-driven paper in which the writer proves a thesis through research. It can be entirely argumentative in nature, as, for example, writing that cloning is wrong. It may be less argumentative, as, for example, writing that airports in the U.S. are unprepared for terrorism, or that Edgar Allan Poe's stories all have unreliable narrators. It, of course, follows required proper documentation procedures.

Possible Topics List

Charlemagne, Great Schism, Lay Investiture Controversy, Crusades, Corruption of Church, formation of HRE, any Interdict, Magna Carta, Murder of Thomas Beckett, Indulgences, Avignon Schism, Medici banks & the Catholic church, Humanism & religion, Christian Humanism, Wycliffe, Hus & Hussite Wars, Calvin, Knox, French War of Religion, rights of women and minorities, rights of peasants, Council of Trent, Reconquista, Age of Exploration & Religion, Loyola & the Jesuits, Militant Catholicism, Dutch Wars of Religion, Tudors, Stuarts, English Civil War, English Bill of Rights, Battle of Boyne & Irish Conflict, etc., Edict of Fontainebleau, Catholicism in the New World, Absolutism & religion (have to narrow to one area/country), Enlightenment & religion (have to do some serious philosophical reading), religion & state in Spanish colonies (have to narrow to one area/country)
Banned Topics
Martin Luther’s life, Joan of Arc, (anything on) Russia, Witches & demonology, Vikings, Pogroms against the Jews, Francis of Assisi & Franciscan movement, Black Plague, danse macabre, Medici Popes, Tyndale’s English Bible

List of Important Dates:

1. Wednesday 10/18/17 – Assigned fall essay
2. Friday 10/20/17 – Library research day

3. Wednesday 10/25/17 – Library research day

4. Friday 10/27/17 – All research due, initial prompt due, first thesis due

5. Monday 10/30/17 – Final prompt due, second thesis due, outline due

6. Thursday 11/2/17 – Library writing day

7. Friday 11/3/17 – Rough draft due, OPVL due, works cited, final thesis/thesis revision sheet due

8. Monday 11/6/17 – Library writing day, stamp sheet due

9. Monday 11/6/17 – Friday 11/10/17 - Final submission window, if the assignment is not turned in by 10pm on Friday 11/10/17 the assignment will be considered late
