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The Emancipation Proclamation Initially, Lincoln
rejected emancipation as a war aim, but faced with
thousands of refugees and Radical Republican pressure,

ress  he moved cautiously toward that goal. The president

Eastman Johnson, A Ride for
Freedom—The Fugitive Slaves,
¢. 1862

N At the second battle of Manassas
b in September 1862, American
i, | genre painter Eastman Johnson
= i [ (1824-1906) witnessed this

. “veritable incident” of an African
B 2E American family fleeing slavery—
i and then painted it. A powerful,

n i split-second image of the riders’

S, /|1 silhouettes, Johnson’s painting

. .'- Captures the father looking forward

| i toward freedom, while the mother

€ ! } cradles a young child and looks back
2 { it apprehensively for possible pursuers.
i g By “freeing themselves,” this family

1 o and thousands of blacks set the stage
; e for Lincoln’s Emancipation Procla-
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| mation. Brooklyn Museum of Art, New
e (53 York, USA/The Bridgeman Art Library.
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UNDERSTAND

POINTS OF VIEW

Some historians argue that
slaves "freed themselves”
by fleeing to Union armies,
! thereby forcing Lincoln

! to issue the Emancipation
Proclamation. How persua-
sive is that argument?

PART 5

drafted a general proclamation of emancipation in July
1862, and he publicly linked black freedom with the
preservation of the Union in August. “If I could save
the Union without freeing any slave, I would do it/
Lincoln told Horace Greeley of the New York Tribune,
“and if T could save it by freeing all the slaves, I would
doit”

Now he waited for a Union victory. Considering
the Battle of Antietam “an indication of the Divine
Will? Lincoln issued a preliminary proclamation of
emancipation on September 22, 1862, basing its legal
authority on his duty as commander in chief to sup-
press the rebellion. The proclamation legally abolished
slavery in all states that remained out of the Union on
January 1, 1863. The rebel states could preserve slavery
by renouncing secession. None chose to do so.

The proclamation was politically astute. Lincoln
conciliated slave owners in the Union-controlled bor-
der states, such as Maryland and
Missouri, by leaving slavery intact
in those states. It also permitted
slavery to continue in areas occu-
pied by Union armies: western
and central Tennessee, western
Virginia, and southern Louisiana.
In Indian Territory, also under
Union control, most mixed-blood
Cherokee slave owners remained
committed to the Confederacy
and to bondage. They did not formally free their 4,000
slaves until July 1866, when a treaty with the U.S. gov-
ernment specified that their ex-slaves “shall have all the
rights of native Cherokee.”

Consequently, the Emancipation Proclamation did
not immediately free a single slave. Yet, as abolitionist
Wendell Phillips understood, Lincoln’s proclamation
had moved slavery to “the edge of Niagara,” and would
soon sweep it over the brink. Advancing Union troops
became the agents of slavery’s destruction. “I became
free in 1863, in the summer, when the yankees come by
and said I could go work for myself recalled Jackson
Daniel of Maysville, Alabama. As Lincoln now saw it,
“the old South is to be destroyed and replaced by new
propositions and ideas” — a system of free labor.

Hailed by reformers in Europe, emancipation was
extraordinarily controversial in America. In the
Confederacy, Jefferson Davis labeled it the “most exe-
crable measure recorded in the history of guilty man”;
in the North, white voters unleashed a racist backlash.
During the elections of 1862, the Democrats denounced
emancipation as unconstitutional, warned of slave
uprisings, and predicted that freed blacks would take

CREATING AND PRESERVING A CONTINENTAL NATION, 1844-1877

white jobs. Every freed slave, suggested a nativist-
minded New Yorker, should “shoulder an Irishman
and leave the Continent.” Such sentiments propelled
Democrat Horatio Seymour into the governor’s office
in New York; if abolition was a war goal, Seymour
argued, the South should not be conquered. In the
November election, Democrats swept to victory in
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Illinois and gained thirty-four
seats in Congress. However, Republicans still held a
twenty-five-seat majority in the House and gained five
seats in the Senate. Lincoln refused to retreat. Calling
emancipation an “act of justice) he signed the final
proclamation on New Year’s Day 1863. “If my name
ever goes into history,” he said, “it was for this act”

To see a longer excerpt of the Jefferson Davis
document, along with other primary sources from
this period, see Sources for America’s History.
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African Americans Display
Courage in War

The photos and illustrations above
testify to the dedication and bravery
of African American soldiers during
the war. The attack of the 54th
Massachusetts on Fort Wagner was
memorialized in both a monument
and an award-winning film, Why do
you think these soldiers were so
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the frontlines—had led the Union to reconsider its ban on African Amﬂic;

soldiers, Just two months before the proclamation, Congress ha
Militia Act, mandating that black soldiers be accepted into the military,

v Checkpoint What were the effects of the Emancipation Proclamation

African Americans Join the Fight

With the Emancipation Proclamation, the Union moved from allow

ingblak |
troops to actively recruiting them. African American leaders were asked to see); . s (18

volunteers. The abolitionist governor of Massachusetts enthusiastically
ported the formation of the all-black 54th Massachusetts Regiment

military. The Confederacy considered drafting slaves and free hlacks in

and 1864, but most southerners opposed the enlistment of African Americans,

[ 4] O
African American Soldiers Fight Bravely Racist attitudes lefy many 3 !
whites with low expectations for black troops. But performance in battle proved 3
these expectations to be false. In June 1868, accounts appeared of a battle in .
Port Hudson, Mississippi—the first major test for African American soldiers, A"

Union officer declared that “my prejudices with regard to negro troops

been dispelled by the battle. . .. The brigade of negroes behaved magnificently"

A few weeks later, the 54th Massachusetts followed Robert Gould Shaw, their
respected white officer, into battle at Fort Wagner in Charleston harbor. During
the unsuccessful assault, Shaw and many of his men were killed. Nevertheless,
the 54th had earned respect for its discipline and courage. One soldier received
the Congressional Medal of Honor—the first of almost two dozen African Amer

ican soldiers to be decorated for bravery.

Still, African American troops faced prejudice, They were usually assigned
menial tasks, such as cooking, cleaning, or digging latrines. They often served |
the longest guard duty and were placed in exposed battle positions, It tooka
three-year effort to win equal pay. Black soldiers also knew that if captured,
they would be killed. In one bloody incident, Confederates massacred more than o
100 African American soldiers who were trying to surrender at Fort Pillow, =

Tennessee. Nevertheless, African Americans supported the Union in hund
of battles, and some 70,000 lost their lives.
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History Background

African American Soldiers African Americans in
the North had been prepared for some time to fight
| to end slavery. As early as the 1850s, African Ameri-
cans in many northern cities began to form their own
military units, These units offered to serve when the
Civil War broke out in 1861, but the federal govern-
ment refused to accept black troops. President Lin-
coln was concerned that African American troops on
the Union side would alienate the border states and
perhaps give them a reason to join the Confederacy.

Although some military commanders allowed Africa
Americans to join their troops without official sanc-
tion, it was not until 1862 that Congress made it
legal for African Americans to fight for the Union.
Growing casualties had created a demand for new
recruits, and African American soldiers quickly met
this need. They fought bravely but were paid less
than white soldiers and had to endure racial preju-
dice. When the war ended, 24 African American sol-
diers received the Medal of Honor,
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4 Actor Denzel Washington

Enslaved People Help the Union Cause Enslaved African Americans in in the 1989 movie Glory
the South also played an important role in the war, finding a variety of ways to

passively or actively help the Union forces. White owners often abandoned plan-

tations for the safety of southern cities, leaving trusted slaves to manage the

farm. Advancing Union forces often enlisted these African Americans to pro-

duce food for the northern troops, Other African Americans used their familiar-

ity with the terrain to serve as spies or scouts for Union armies, Sometimes,

emancipated slaves organized their own military units, Regiments of former

slaves appeared in such places as South Carolina, Kangsas, and Missouri. Across

the South, ambitious slaves seized the opportunity to begin to shape their own

civilian lives, Some demanded, and got, wages for their work, Others simply

abandoned their masters, fleeing to Union camps or to the North or West, They

turned Lincoln’s promise of freedom into a reality.

v Checkpoint How did African Americans respond to Union recruitment
efforts after the Emancipation Proclamation?
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