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{' a N FOCUS QUESTION: What was at issue in the
‘1 [nvestiture Controversy. and what effect did the

contraversy have on the church apd on Germany?

In the Early Middle Apes, the Cathalic Chureh had |.'||;3]-|‘.'d
a |'!'|1|.1|.|1g role in converting and crvilizing frst the Germanic
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. CHRONOLOGY Growth of the European Kingdoms
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ivaders and later the Wikings and Magyars. Although
ighly successful, this had not been accomplished withour
challenges that undermined the spicieal life of the church
itself.

The Problems of Decline

Since the eighth cenoery, the popes had reigned supreme
owver the affairs of the Catholic Church, They had also eome
1o exercise conmol over the termtories in cental [Galy known
as the Papal States; this kept the popes involved in political
matrers, often at the expense of their spiritual obligations. At
the same tme, the church became increasingly entangled i
the evolving lord-wvassal relationships, High officials of the
church, such as hishops and abbows, came w hold cheir
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offices as fefs from nobles. As vassals, they were obliged o
carry out the wsual duties, incuding milltary service, Of
course. lords assumed the right to choose their vassals,
even when those wassals included hishops and abbots.
Because lords often selected their vassals from other nobie
families for political reasons, these bishops and abbots were
often worldly figures who cared Hude about their spirinsl
responghilities.

The monastic ideal had also suffered during the Early
Middle Ages. Benedictine monasteries had sometimes been
exernplary centers of Christian living and learning, but the
invasions of Vikings, Magyars, and Muslims wreaked havoc
with many monastic establishments, Discipline declined, and
with it the monastic reputation for learning and holiness. At
the same time, a growing number of monasteries fell under
the contrd of local lords, as did much of the church. A
mumber of people believed that the fme for refortm had
COme,

The Cluniac Reform Movement

Reform of the Catholic Church began in Burgundy in eastem
France in 910 when Duke Willlam of Aquitzine founded the
abbey of Cluny (KLOO-nee). The monastery began with a
renewed dedication to the highest spirinml ideals of the
Bepedicting rule and was fortunate In having a series of
abbors in the tenth cenury who maintined these ideals.
Cluny was deliberately kept independent from seoular con-
trol. As Duke William stipulated in his orginal charter, “Tt
has pleased us also to insert in this document thar, from this
day, these same momks there congregated shall be subject
neither m our yoke, nor to that of our relatives, nor to the
sway of the royal might, nor to that of any earthly power."™
The new monastery at Cluny tried o eliminare some of the
ahuses that had crept inte religious communities by sressing
the need for work, replacing manual labor with the copying
of mamuacripts, and demanding morfe community warship
and less private prayer.

The Cluniac reform movement sparked an enthusiastic
response, first n France and eventually m all of western and
central Burope, Hundreds of new mwnasteries were founded
on Cluniac ideals, and existing monasteries rededicated them-
selves by adopting the Cluniac program, The movement also
began to reach beyond monasticism and into the papacy ieself,
which was in dire need of help.

Reform of the Papacy

By the eleventh century, a movement for change, led by a se-
ties of reforming popes, was sweeping through the Catholic
Chugrch. One of the reformers” primary goals was to free the
church from the interference of lords in the election of church
officials, This issue was dramatically taken up by the greatest
of the reform popes of the eleventh centery, Gregory Vil
(107 5= 1085 ).

POPE GREGORY VIl AND REFORM Elected pope in 1073,
Gregory was absolutely certain that he had been chosen by
Cod to reform the church. In pursuit of those aims, Gregory
claimed that he-—the pope—was God's "vicar on Earth™ and
that the pope's authority extended over all of Christersom
and inchided the right to depose emperos i they disobeyed
his wishes. Gregosy sought nothing less than the eliranation
of lay investiture (hoth interference by nonmembers of the
clergy in elections and their participation in the installation of
prefates). Only then could the church regain its freedom, by
which Gregory meant the sght of the church to appoint its
own clergy and run its own affaies. If rulers did not accept
these “divine™ commands, they could be deposed by the pope
in his capacity as the vicar of Cheist (see the box on p. 281,
Gregery V11 soon found himself in conflict with the king of
Germany over these claims. (The king of Germany was also
the emperor-designate since it had been accepred by this dme
that oaly kings of Germany could be emperors, but they did
not efficially use the title “emperor” until they were crowned
by the pope.)

King Henry IV of Germany was just as determined as the
pope. For mary years, German kings had appointed  high-
ranking clerics, especially bishops, as their vamals in order to
use them as administravors. Wichout them, the king could not
heope to maintain his own power vis-i-vis the powerful Ger-
man nobles, In 1075, Pope Gregory issued a decee forbidding
important clerics from receiving investiture from lay leaders:
“WWe decree that no one of the clergy shall receive the mvesti -
fure with a bishopric or abbey or church from the hand of an
ermperor or king or of any lay person.””" Henry had no inten-
sion of obeying a decree that challenged the very heart of his

administration.

THE INVESTITURE CONTROVERSY The immediate cause of
the so-called Investiture Controversy was a disputed election
to the bishopric of Milan in northermn Italy, an impottant
position. because the bishop was also the ruler of the oty
Control of the hishopric was crucial if the king wished 10
reesmahlish Cerman power in norchern Ialy. Since Milan was
considered second only to Rome in importance as a bishop-
ric, papal interest i the office was also keen. Pope Gregory
V1l and King Henry IV backed competing candidates for the
posirion.

To gain acceptance of his candidate, the pope threatened
the king with excommunication, Exconymunication is a ces-
sure by which a person ls deprived of recelving the sacra-
ments of the church. To counter this theeat, the king called a
synod or assembly of German bishops, all of whom he had
appointed, and had them depose the pope.

Pope Gregory VI responded by excommunicating the
king and freeing his subjects from their allegiance to him. The
latter was a clever move. The German nobles were oaly too
eager o diminish the power of a centralized monarchy
because of the theeat it posed to their own power, and they
welcomed this opportunity te rebel against the king, Both the



nobles and the bishops of Germany agreed to hold 4 meeting
in Germany with the pope 1o solve the problem, possibly by
choosing a new king. Gregory set out for Germany. Henry,
realizing the threat to his power, forestalled the pope by mav.
eling to northern Italy, where he met the pope at Canossa, a
castle belonging to Countess Matilda of Tuscany, an avid sup-
porter of the papal reform program. There, in January 1077,
the king admitted his ransgressions and begged for forgive-
ness and absolution. Although he made the king wait three
days, the pope was constrained by his pricstly responsibilivy
to grant absolution to a penitent sinner and lifted the ban of
excommunication. This did not end the problem, however.
Within three years, pope and king were again locked in
combat,

The swuggle continued until 1122, when & new German
king and a new pope achieved a compromise called the Con-
cordar of Worms (WURMZ or VORMPS). Under this agree-
ment, a bishop in Germany was first elected by church

The Recovery and Reform of the Catholic Church

officials. Afier clection, the nominee paxd homage to the King
as his secular lord, who in turn invested him with the sym-
bols of temporal office. A representative of the pope then
mvested the new bishop with the symbols of his spiricual
office.

This struggle between church and state was an impor-
tant eclement in the history of Europe in the High
Middle Ages. In the Early Middle Ages, popes had been
dependent on emperors and had allowed them to exercise
considerable autherity over charch affairs, But a set of new
ideals championed by activist reformers in the eleventh
century now supported the “freedom of the church.” which
meant not only the freedom of the church to control
its own affairs but also exweme claims of papal authority,
Not only was the pope superior to all other bishops, but
popes now claimed the right to depose kings under certain
circumstances. Such papal claims ensuzed fusther church-
state confrontations,
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Christianity and Medieval
Civilization
FOCUS QUESTIONS: What were the characteristics
( ) of the papal monarchy and the new religious orders of
I the High Middle Ages, and what role did women play
in the religlous life of the period? What was the church’s

attitude toward heretics and Jews during the High
Middle Ages?

Christianity was an Integral part of the fabric of medieval Eu-
ropean society and the consciousness of Europe. Papal direc:
tives affected the actions of kings and princes alike, while
Christian teaching and practices touched the economic, social,
intellectual, cultural, and daily lives of all Buropeans.

Growth of the Papal Monarchy

The popes of the twelfth century did not abandon the reform
ideals of Gregory V11, but they were less dogmatic and more
inclined to consolidate their power and build a strong admin-
istrative system, By the wwelfth century, the Catholic Church
possessed a clearly organized, hierarchical structure. The pope
and papal curia (KYUR-ee-uh) were at the apex of the
administrative structure. The curia was staffed by high church
officials known as cardinals, who served as major advisers and
administrators to the popes; at the pope’s death, the college
of cardinals, as they were collectively called, elected the new
pope. Below the pope and cardinals were the archbishops,
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each of whom controlled x large region called an archdiocese.
Each archdiccese was divided into smaller units called dio-
ceses, each headed by a bishop, Each diocese was divided into
parishes, each headed by a priest. Theoretically, the bishop
chose all priests in his diocese, administered his diocese, and
was responsible only to the pope

THE PONTIFICATE OF INNOCENT IIl In the thirteenth cen.
tury, the Catholic Church reached the height of s political,
intellecrual, and secular power. The papal monarchy extended
its sway over both ecclesiastical and temporal affairs, as was
especially evident during the papacy of Pope Innocent I
(1198-1216). At the beginning of his pontificate, in a leter to
a prest, Innocent made a clear statement of his views on
papal supremacy:

As God, the creator of the universe, set two great lights in the
firmament of heaven, the greater lighs to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night, so He set two grear dignities in
the firmament of the universal church, ... the greater to rule
the day, that is, souls, and the lesser to rule the nighs, that is,
bodies. These dignities are the papal authority and the royal
pawer. And just as the moon gets ber light from the sun, and
is inferior to the sun .., 0 the royal power gets the splendor
of its dignity from the papal authority.”

Innocent’s actions were those of a man who believed that
he, the pope, was the supreme judge of European affairs. He
forced King Philip I Augustus of France to take back his wife
and queen after Philip had tried to have the marriage annulled.

Pope Innocent lIl, Irmocent 11l waz an
active arxd powerful pope during the High
Middle Ages. He approved the creation of
the Franciscan and Dominican religioas
orchers and inaugurated the Fourth
Crusade, He is shown here with the papal
bull he ssed o establish the monasery
of Sacro Spece in Sublaco, laly.

. lvnsmﬂmnﬂx-u 1y

282 m CHAPTER 10 The Rise of Kingdoms and the Growth of Church Power



The pope intervened in German affairs and installed his candi-
date as emperor. He compelled King John of England to accept
the papal choice for the pasition of archbsshop of Canterbury,
To achieve his political ends, Innoocent did not hesitate 1o use
the spiritual weapons at his command, especially the interdict,
which forbade pricsts to dispense the sacraments of the church
in the hope that the people, deprived of the comforss of reli-
won, would exert pressure against their ruler. Pope Innocent’s
interdact was so effective that it caused King Philip Augusous to
restore his wife ro her rightful place as queen of Prance.

New Religious Orders an
Ideals
In the second half of

venth century and the first half
of the twelft e of religious enthusiasm seized Europe,
leading spectacular growth in the number of monas-

and the emergence of new monastic orders. Maost im-
portant was the Cistercian (5is-TUR-shun} order, founded m

1098 by a group of monks dissausfied with the lack of st

Europe.
The Cistercians were stri

of hours spent at religious services, The Cisteraans
played a major role in developing a new activist spintual
model for swelfth-century Europe, A Benedicune monk often
spent howrs in prayer to honor God. The Cistercian ideal had
a different emphasis: “Arise, soldier of Christ, arise! Get up
off the ground and return to the bawle from which you have
fled! Fignt more boldly after your flighe, and triumph in
glory!”* These were the words of Saint Bernard of Clairvaux
klzir-VOH) (1090-1153), who more than any other person
embodied the new spintual ideal of Cistercian maonasticism
{sec the box above),
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