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to grant this freely; to know to what uses it is
put; and to fix the proportion, the mode of
assessment and of collection and the duration of
the taxes.

15. Sodigty has the Tight to require of every
public agentian account’of his administration.

16. A society in yhich the observance of the
law is not assur"‘&d or the separation of powers
defined, has no Censtitution at all.

17. Sinc pré\p\erty is an inviolable and
sacred right, no one'shall be deprived thereof
except
mined, ghall clearly demaxd it, and then only on

THE DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS
OF WOMAN

Man, are you capable of being just? It is a2 woman
who poses the question; you will not deprive her
of that right at least. Tell me, what gives you sov-
ereign empire to oppress my sex? Your strength?
Your talents? Observe the Creator in his wisdom;
survey in all her grandeur that nature with
whom you seem to want to be in harmony, and
give me, if you dare, an example of this tyranni-
cal empire. Go back to animals, consult the ele-
ments, study plants, finally glance at all the mod-
ifications of organic matter, and surrender to
the evidence when I offer you the means; search,
probe, and distinguish, if you can, the sexes in
the administration of nature. Everywhere you
will find them mingled; everywhere they cooper-
ate in harmonious togetherness in this immortal
masterpiece.

Man alone has raised his exceptional cir-
cumstances to a principle. Bizarre, blind, bloated
with science and degenerated—in a century of
enlightenment and wisdom—intc*the crassest
ignorance, he wants to command as a despot 2
sex which is in full possession of its intellectual
faculties; he pretends to enjoy the Revolution
and to claim his rights to equality in order to say
nothing more about it.

Declaration of the Rights of Woman
and the Female Citizen

" For the National Assembly to decree in its last

sessions, or in those of the next legislature:

Preamble

Mothers, daughters, sisters [and] representatives
of the nation demand to be constituted into a
national assembly. Believing that ignorance, omis-
sion, or scorn for the rights of woman are the only
causes of public misfortunes and of the corrup-

tion of governments, [the women] have resolved -

to set forth in a solemn declaration the natural,
inalienable, and sacred rights of woman in order
that this declaration, constantly exposed before
all the members of the society, will ceaselessly
remind them of their rights and duties; in order
that the authoritative acts of women and the
authoritative acts of men may be at any moment
compared with and respectful of the purpose of
all political instituu'ons; and in order that citizens’
demands, henceforth based on simple and incon-
testable principles, will always support the consti-
tution, good morals, and the happiness of all.

Consequently, the sex that is as superior in_
beauty as it is in courage during the sufferings of
maternity recognizes and declares in the pres-
ence and under the auspices of the Supreme
Being, the following Rights of Woman and of
Female Citizens.

Article |

Woman is born free and lives equal to man in
her rights. Social distinctions can be based only
on the common utility.

Article Il

The purpose of any political association is the
conservation of the natural and imprescriptible
rights of woman and man; these rights are liberty,
property, security, and especially resistance to
oppression.

Article Il

The principle of all sovereignty rests essentially
with the nation, which is nothing but the union
of woman and man; no body and no individual
can exercise any authority which does not come
expressly from it [the nation].

Article IV

Liberty and justice consist of restoring all that

“belongs to others; thus, the only limits on the

exercise of the natural rights of woman are per-
petual male tyranny; these limits are to be
reformed by the laws of nature and reason.

ArticleV

Laws of nature and reason proscribe all acts
harmful to society; everything which is not pro-
hibited by these wise and divine laws cannot be
prevented, and no one can be constrained to do
what they do not command.

Article VI

The law must be the expression of the general
will; all female and male citizens must contribute
either personally or through their representa-
tives to its formation; it must be the same for all:
male and female citizens, being equal in the eyes
of the law, must be equally admitted to all hon-
ors, positions, and public employment accord-
ing to their capacity and without other distinc-
tions besides those of their virtues and talents.

Article Vil

No woman is an exception; she is accused,
arrested, and detained in cases determined by
law. Women, like men, obey this rigorous law.

Article ViII

The law must establish only those penalties that
are strictly and obviously necessary, and no one
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can be punished except by virtue of a law estab-
lished and promulgated prior to the crime and
legally applicable to women.

Article IX

Once any woman is declared guilty, complete
rigor is [to be] exercised by the law.

Article X

No one is to be disquieted for his very basic
opinions; woman has the right to mount the
scaffold; she must equally have the right to
mount the rostrum, provided that her demon-
strations do not disturb the legally established
public order.

Article Xi

The free communication of thoughts and opin-
ions is one of the most precious rights of
woman, since that liberty assures the recogni-
tion of children by their fathers. Any female citi-
zen thus may say freely, I am the mother of a
child which belongs to you, without being
forced by a barbarous prejudice to hide the
truth; [an exception may be made] to respond
to the abuse of this liberty in cases determined
by the law.

Article Xll

The guarantee of the rights of woman and the
female citizen implies a major benefit; this guar-
antee must be instituted for the advantage of all,
and not for the particular benefit of those to
whom it is entrusted.

Article X1l _

For the support of the public force and the
expenses of administration, the contributions
of woman and man are equal; she shares all
the duties [corvées] and all the painful tasks;
therefore, she must have the same share in the
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distribution of positions, employment, offices,
honors and jobs [industrie].

Article XIV

Female and male citizens have the right to verify,
either by themselves or through their represen-
tatives, the necessity of the public contribution.
This can only apply to women if they are granted
an equal share, not only of wealth, but also of
public administration, and in the determination
of the proportion, the base, the collection, and
the duration of the tax.

Article XV

The collectivity of women, joined for tax pur-
poses to the aggregate of men, has the right to
demand an accounting of his administration
from any public agent.

Article XVI

No society has a constitution without the guar-
antee of rights and the separation of powers; the
constitution is null if the majority of individuals
comprising the nation have not cooperated in
drafting it.

Article XVII

Property belongs to both sexes whether united
or separate; for each it is an inviolable and
sacred right; no one can be deprived of it, since
it is the true patrimony of nature, unless the
legally determined public need obviously dic-

tates it, and then only with a just and prior

indemnity.

Postscript

Woman, wake up; the tocsin of reason is being
heard throughout the whole universe; discover
your rights. The powerful empire of nature is no
longer surrounded by prejudice, fanaticism,
superstition, and lies. The flame of truth has dis-
persed all the clouds of folly and usurpation.
Enslaved man has multiplied his strength and
needs recourse to yours to break his chains.
Having become free, he has become unjust to his
companion. Oh, women! When will you cease to
be blind? What advantage have you received
from the Revolution? A more pronounced scorn,
a more marked disdain. In the centuries of cor-
ruption you ruled only over the weakness of men.
The reclamation of your patrimony, based on the
wise decrees of nature—what have you to dread
from such a fine undertaking? . . -

QUESTIONS

1. ere does sovereignty lie according to the NationgLAssembly?

2. :’Xg’: rightsido citizeps have under The eclamtion"f)f the Rights of Man?

3. tlis the status'of personal ropérty in the Ass'embly view?

“v / oo

4: How lis /The Declarationf of the Rights of Man similar \to d}e posmgn ‘
extidresstd bylother eighieenth-dghtury pdligical thinkers, uc}/yasjefferson/
and R usseaj .

‘ 5 Compare the Rights of Man with the Rights of Woman. How are they different?

How are they alike?

#7 What have women achieved in the Revolution, according to de Gouges?
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EDMUND BURKE
\\\REFLECTIONS ONTH
T IN FRANCE
(1799)

REVOLUTION

dmund Bu;ko (1729-1797) ’cam«;/%rom the Anglo-Irish gentry. He received
a legal education but was always more interested in politics and political
theory than the pi‘acfjce of law. Burke entered the House of Commons in
1765, where he remained for aln)’é)st 30 years. In the 1770s, Burke favored con-
ciliation with the American colonies and argued for a less oppressive govern-
ment in Ireland. Despité:thes¢/liberal views, however, he is generally character-
ized as a conservative political thinker. The French Revolution deeply alarmed
him, and he spent much ofthe rest of his life warning of its dangers.
Reflections is the most irﬁp&r\tant expression of Burke’s opposition to revolu-
tion. He wrote in defense of tradition and hierarchy in society. Burke believed
that the institutions of/his day owed much to the wisdom of past generations
and that to overthrow/them in favor of a new theory or speculation was as dan-
gerous as it was foolish. Burke’s ‘conservative arguments against radical
change have bécogne vital to conserveftiye thought everywhere.

;

s
You might, if you pleascd,/ﬁave profited of our
example, and have given to your recovered free-
dom a correspondent dignity. Your privileges,
though discontinued, were not lost to memory.
Your constitution, it is'true, whilst you were out
of possession, suffered waste and dilapidation;
but you possessed i / some parts the walls, and in
all the foundations/of a noble and venerable cas-
tle. You might hdve repaired those walls; you

~ might have built/on those old foundations. Your

constitution way suspended before it was perfect-
ed; but you hzd the elements of a constitution
very nearly as/good as could be wished.

You had/all these advantages in your ancient.

states; but you chose to act as if you had never
been moufded into civil society, and had every-

- thing to begin anew. You began ill, because you
/.- began by despising every thing that belonged to

you. You set up your trade without a capital. If the
last generations of your country appeared without

Ihych lustre in your eyes, you might have passed
them by, and derived your claims from a more
earlyrace of ancestors. Under a pious predilec-
tion to‘~those ancestors, your imaginations would
have realized in them a standard of virtue and wis-
dom, beyond the vulgar practice of the hour: and
you would haye risen with the example to whose
imitation you‘aspired. Respecting your forefa-
thers, you would have been taught to respect your-
selves. You would not have chosen to consider the

JFrench as a people ofyesterday, as a nation of low-

born servile wretches until the emancipating year
of 1789. In order to ful\‘njsh, at the expense of
your honour, an excuse to yaur apologists here for
several enormities of yours, you would not have
been content to be represented as a gang of
Maroon slaves, suddenly brokeloose from the
house of bondage, and therefore o be pardoned
for your abuse of the liberty to whichyou were not
accustomed and il fitted. \Q
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