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Directions: Answer each of the question in complete sentences and complete thoughts. 
1. What is a civil society?
2. Explain social capital.
3. Explain how a civil society and social capital work together. 
4. Define each of the four categories of civic engagement. 
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Argue which of the four categories of civic engagement is the most important. 
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an energy eficient economy; and live in ways

that respect the integriy of natural systems.
—Green Party of the United States
Platform, 2012

Likethe Libertarian Paty,the Green Party has been
st successful i clecting candidatesat the local
Jevel. The party is stronger in Europe, however, and
as won national offics n a number of countrics

The Moderates in the Middle: Centrism
Most Americans don't ft neatly into any ideologi-
cal camp. They consider themselves moderates, or
‘middle-of-the-road voters, These are people who it
atthe center of the political spectrum, between the
ideologies of e and right

In recent years, US. politics have becpme more
polarized, meaning that politicl parties have adopted
‘more extreme policies. The Republican Party has
grown mote conservative, and the Democratic Party
more liberal. This polarization is especially evident
in the current Congress, which remains divided on a
‘number of ssues.

!

“Harold, would you say you are et of center,
right of centr, center lef of e right o ef,
lefi ofright, or right ofright, or what?”

Liserals ae consicord ot f cantr,whi consoratives rc

onth righ. Butthera araathor posiions alng he polical
Spactrum,and many Amaricans ra ol gt sro hore oy it

‘These strong divisions often push voters to be
dravw to centrism. Many surveys show that moder-
ates,along with people who describe themselves as
sightly conservative or lighdly liberal, make up the
largest group of US. voters.

Tn contrast to people with  strong ideological
pgint of view, centrists may hold a mix of liberal,
conservative, and perhaps environmental views
Centrism is not an idealogy with its own political
party. As a resul, during election time, centrists
often cross pariy lines, depending on the candidates
and issues of the day.

7.5 How Amer

ns Engage in Givic Life

For most Americans, voting s the first thing that
comes to mind whei they hear the words “cvic
duty.” In a democracy, voting is one of the most
basic and important ways to engage in civiclif.

‘There are many other ways o be an active cii-
zen, however. You can read newspapers or watch the
news on tlevision to stay informed about current
events. You can talk o friends about political ssues
or put a political bumper sticker on your cr to dem-
onstrate your support, You can become a voluneer
with a community group or follow  poitical igure
using social media. By doing any of these things, you
are engaging in civc ie.

Civil Society: The “Social Capital” of Demacracy
Atthe sart of this chapter,you read about Rabert

D, Putnants work on civic engagement. Patnam
concluded that Americans today are lss likely to
participat n civic assocations than they were in

the past. He further beleves that such partcipation
iserucial o democracy.

Putnam argues thatsocialclubs an civi organi-
ations ar building blocks of what political scentists
allcivil society. This term refers to a middle ayer
of voluntary associations and institutions that exists
between government on the one hand and individu-
alsand families on the other

Many poliiclscentists argue that  strong civ
society i essentil in a democracy. The organiza-
tions that make up cvil socity,they poiat out,are
nourished by ciizen involyement. This nvolvement
helps o expand a society's social capital, Putnam.
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defines social capital as “connections among indi-
viduals” that are forged through their participation
in voluntary associations.

To understand how social capital worls, consider
this simple example. In many communities, parents

of school-age children join the local Parent Teacher *

Association. Through their PTA, parents work
together to improve their children’s schools.

‘While working on PTA projects, parents form
new social netuworks and exchange information
about their community. Through these networks,
they may create new groups to work on other local
issues. In this way, the connections forged within
the PTA help to generate new energy and ideas that
benelt the larger community. This s social capital
in action,

Of ourse, the PTA is only one of thousands
of volunteer organizations that one might choose
tojoin. As the graphs above show, Americans get
involved in many types of volunteer activiies
and for varying amounts of time. All of these.
efforts help to strengther civil society and build
social capitl.
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Putting Social Capital to Work in Texas
Social capital promotes civic engagement not only
inlocal communities, but also n state and national
affars. Such was the case in Texas in 2006 when
various citizen groups rose up to 0ppose the con-
struction of new coal-fred power plants across

the state. Coal is a fosilfuel that produces large
amounts of air pollution and greenhouse gases. The
power company that planned to build these plants
assured the public that they would not pollute the
air. But many Texans believed otherwise

“The irst protests against the power company's
plan were organized by citizens iving in communities
where the new plants were to be built. They argued.
that the coal-burning plants would harm air quality
and give rise to health problems.

‘As opposition grew, local business leaders
began to get involved in the issue. They feared that
increased pollution from the plants would harm
Jocal economies by discouraging tourism and other
business activity Local public officials—including
the magars of Dallas, Houston, and other cities—
began 1o voice their concerns.
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In time,local protest groups banded together to
form larger organizations with names like Stop the
Coal Rush, the Texas Clean Sky Coalition, and Texas
Business for Clean Air. Civic activists sent e-mals
and lettes to newspapers and public offcils. They
attended hearings to oppose the power company's
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application for building permits. They also created
Web sies and held fundraisers to raise money and
get their message out.

These eforts peaked in February 2007 with a lrge
rally at the sate capitolin Austin. The next day, activ
ists met with ther tate representatives and other public

Levels ofCivic Engagoment 2006
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oficialsto argue thei case. Before lavinakers ouldact,
however the company that was planning to buld the
power plants announced that it was being sold.

‘The organized effortsof Texans o stop the new
power plants from being builtwere nonetheless
effective The new buyes ofthe power company
immediately announced their intention o scale back
the project and explore lternativs to building more
coal-fred poer plants.

Four Categories of Civic Engagement:
Which One Fits You?

Asthe Texas story lstrates civie engagement

can have a xeal impach especially when people

‘work together toward common goal. But just how
engaged are most Americans?

“To answer that question, poitical seiist survey
Americans about thelr civic and politca actviies
Using those data, scholarsat the Center for Informa-
tion and Research on Civi Learning and Engagement
(CIRCLE) have determined that most people fll nto
one of four road categoriesof civic engagement.

Electoral specialsts. This category includes those
whose mein engagement is through the election
process. People i this group vote, volunteer in
politcal campaigns,and try to persuade others to
vote as well

Civie specalists. People in this group focus on
improving their communities and helping others.
“They join local civic groups, support nonprofit
organizations, and take part in fundraising acivties
for worthy causes.

‘Dual acivists This category is made up of people
who engage i both electoral and civic actvites
“They may be found passing out leaflets in a political
campaign ane day and volunteering in a homeless
shelier the next.

The disengaged. This group is made up of people
who are not significantly engaged in civic lfe. They
don'tvote or pay aitention {0 civicaffirs.

‘The graph shows that Americans young and old
fallinto al four groups. What about you? Which
category best matches your leve of cvic engage
mentz And are you saisied with your answer?

Civic participation i essential in a democracy. Citizens who get involved in civic and
community groups help to strengthen civilsociety. At the same time, they tend to become
‘more engaged in the plitcal process

Rights and responsibilties of Americans U.S. citizens have many rights. Over time,
‘many of thes rights have been extended to lawful permanent residents. Both groups.

als0 share many responsibiliie, including obeying the law, paying taxes, and,for males,
registering for miltary service.

Becoming a citizen There are two types of U, citzens: native born and naturalized.
Naturalization is a process that takes many months. Naturalized citizens receive most of
the benefis enjoyed by native-born citzens.

Political culture Most Americans share a common st of elifs and values about poitics
and government. This politicalculture helps o unite Americans, even when they difer
over ideology. The two most prominent poiticalideologies in this country are lberalism
and conservatism.

Civic ongagement Citizens can engage n cviclife in many ways. When they do s, they.
help to build a stronger civil society.
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