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Directions: Answer the following questions in complete thoughts and sentences. 

1. Did the US Constitution originally address citizenship, what was assumed by the founders who wrote the Constitution?
2. Which amendment deals with citizenship? Paraphrase the amendment in your own words.
3. What were Jim Crowe Laws?
4. What kind of Civil Rights challenges were met by African Americans? Explain with evidence (practice your direct quotes here).
5. What is the Civil Rights Act of 1964? Paraphrase. 
6. What is the difference between Native Born and Naturalized citizens?
7. Explain the process an immigrant must go through to become a citizen of the United States. 
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Write a thesis statement arguing the impact of the Civil Rights movement. Base your thesis on the information you read in this reading. 
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Immigrants must meet several requirements o be
eligiblefor naturalization. They must be at least 18
years od and lawful permanent residents of the United
States. In most cases, such immigrants, lso known
asresident aliens, must have lived in this country.
forat leastfive years to be eligible or naturalization.

After meeting those requirements,the next step
s to complete an application for naturalization. If
the application s approved, the applicant has an
interview vith an immigration offical. AL this meet
ing, applcants are tested on their abiliy o speak,
read, and write English. They also take  cvics test
o show basic knowedge of American history and
government. Sample giestions from the est appear
at the end of this chaper.

‘The final step in the naturalization process is the
itizenship ceremony. Here, applicants answer a few.
‘more questions. Then they take the oath of allegiance:
o the United States and receive a cetifcate of
naturalization.

Naturalization gives new citizens the right to
vote and run for any public office except tht of vice
president or president. The Constitution says that
only native-born citizens can hold these offces.
Critic ofthis rule argue that it s no longer necessary
or fair because it excludes qualified foreign-born
offcials. However, supporters ofthe clause high-
light ts importance n preventing foreign influcnce
over the UsS. government,

“The Status of Lawful Permanent Residents
Immigrants do not need to become citizens 0
stay in the United State legally, however. They
may remain here indefinitely as lawful permanent
residents. n 2011, the U, government granted.
permanent residency to more than 1 millin people

Tmmigrants seeking permanent resident satus
also go through an application process with the
Bureau of Citizenship and Immigeation Services.
Preference is given to immigrants whose job skills
are needed by U.S. businesses or who are related by
bieth or marriage 0 a USS. citizen. Those who suc-
cessfully complete the application process receive an,
identification card known as a green card. A green
card provides proof that its holder has a legal right to
live and work in the United States

Resident aliens enjoy most of the rights of
citizens. These include the right to travel freely

outside the country. However,if resident aliens plan
0 be away for more than a year,they must apply for
areentry permit, Without this permit, they may be
refused reentry to the United States. Resident aliens
‘may also lose their permanent resident status and be
deported if they are convicted of criminal activty.

¥ 7.4 Political Culture in the United States

Citizens and residents of the United States operate.
within a political culture. This s a society’s framework
of shared vilues, beliefs, and atitudes concerning
politics and government. I i the political environ.
‘ment in which Americans exercise their rights and
responsibiltes

Politcal ulture can take many forms and be

* expressed in many ways. The strong surge o pate-

otism after the 9/11 terrorist attacks of 2001 was an
expression of American political clture. At the time,
‘many Americans lew the flag to show their fove

of country.In quite different way, the civilrights
proests of the 1950 and 19605 were lso an expres-
sion of American politcal culture. The millions of
Americans who supported the civi ights movement
shared the belief thatalcitzens should enjoy equal
rights and opportuniics

Americans’ Shared Political Values
‘Although Americans often disagree on specfic issues.
they share a number of core belifs and values, These
belief, some of which arelsted below, shape our
political culture. Keep in mind that individuals may
vary in terms of their ttachment t these core valus.

Liberty. Americans believe that they are entiled
to the greatest amount of iberty possible aslong as
they do no harm to others. They firmly believe that
citizens should be able to express their views openly.
without ear of punishment by the government,

‘Equality. Americans embrace equalityof oppor-
tunity, without regard to race, religion, or gender.
“They believethat all ctizens should enjoy the right
10 vote, toreceive an education, to have a job, and 0
succeed inlife

‘Democracy. Americans suppor a democratic
system of government. They beleve that political
authority comes from the people and that public
offcils should be accountable ta the voters. The
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112000, Putnam summarized bis indings in
\he book Howling Alane: The Collapse and Revival

of American Communiy. The ti underscored
hisconcern that the United States was becorming 1
pation of disengaged ctizens. e pointed toa sharp
dectine in bowling league membership as a symbol
of this change, Increasingly, Americans were choos-
ing mot t0join bowling leagues,or any other group,
but instead went “boving alone.” Putaam feared the
impac this lack o social engagement might have on
democracy and civic lfe.

Ave Putnam’s fears justified? Ae we becoming
spectators rather than playersin public afais? Keep
{hese questions in mind s you ead about the rights
and responsibiltis o ciizenship and the ways that
‘Americans today engage i the cvic and political ife
of their communities, .

7.2 Citizenship, Civic Rights, and
Civic Responsibilities

The U.S. Constitution, s originally written, did not
define citizenship. 1t made reference to citizens and
listed some of their rights, particulacly in the Bill
of Rights. But it did not say how citizenship was to
be determined. At the time the Constitution was

o 6t eyrs i

 tepassan

\émark legistation opened doors

adopted, it was generally assumed that stat citizens
would become US, citizens. 1t was also assumed that
& person born in the United States was

In 1857, however, the Supreme Court handed

itizen,

down a decision that shook up these assumptions.
n the case of Dred Scott v. Sandford, the Court held
that Dred Scott, an enslaved Affican American born
in Virginia, was not a citizen and therefore could

ot su for his freedom in federal court. Chief Justice
Roger Taney argued that the framers never meant
toinclude slaves under the protections of the Con
sttution. But f Dred Scott was not citzen, what
was he? And what did this decision mean for other
African Americans? What rights could they claim

under US. law?

The Fourtoenth Amendment Defines Citizenship
The Fourtcenth Amendment was adopted in part 1o
address these isues and reverse the Dred Scott deci
sion. Ratified in 1868, just three years after the Civil
War, this amendment clarified who was a citizen
under the Constitution. It egins with these words:

Allpersons born or naturalized i the United
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof.
are citizens of the United States nd of the state
wherein they reside,

—Fourtcenth Amendment, 1865
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The purpose of the Fourteenth Amendment was
10 extend the rights of citizenship to former slaves,

At the same ime, it clarly states that all persons born,
on American sil are to be considered U.S,citizens, no
mater where their parents were born. It lso says that
fates cannot discriminate against citizens or deprive

hem of their rights without due process of aw.

Arican Americans’ Long Struggle for Civil Rights
Although the Faurteenth Amendment was designed
1o extend the rights of citizenship o African Ameri
cans, s immediate effects were fimited. I the late
15005, southern states passed s, known as
Crow laws, h
legal equality to blacks. 1t would take many decades
for the courts and Congress (o overturn these laws
ind protect the civi ights of African Americans.
The timeline below shows several key events in his

enforced ségregation and denied

jong struggle
‘An carly setback in the struggle for cqual rights
occurred when the Supreme Court heard Plessy v
Ferguson in 1896, The case centered o Homer Plessy
ablack man who had been arrested in Louisiana for
sitting in o whites-only ralroad car. Plesy challenged
his arest in court. He argued that Jim Crow laws
that segregoted blacks from whites violated the Equal
Protection Clause of the Fourtcenth Amendment

The decision werkt against Plessy. The Court
held that separate facilitiesfor blacks and whites
were legal as long s they were equal. This “separate

but equal” docirine was soon applicd o almost

ry aspect of life i southern states. In mst cases,
however, the acilites provided for black Americans
were far inferior to those cnjoyed by whitcs,
“Despite this decision, African Americans continued
1o fight for equal rights. They formed organizations.
such as the National Association for the Advancement
of Golored People (NAACP),the National Urban
League, and the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)
o protes sacial discrimination in its many fotms.
1954, the NAACP won a major victory in the
case of Brown v. Boara of Education of Topeka. The
case focused an the ights of a young African Ameri
can, Linda Brown, who was prohibited from attend:
i white school near her home in Topeka, Kansas.
Ints decision, the Supreme Court concluded that
“separate but equal” facliies were by their very
nature unequal. This decision paved the way for the
desegregation of public schaols and the launching,
of the modern civil rights movement
During the 1950s and 19605, the cisil rights

struggle touched all aspects of American e The most
prominent leader of the movernent, Martin Luther

King Jr, helped to malke Americans aware of the great
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injustices imposed on people of calor. In 1963, King
responded to those who argued that blacks should be
more patient in their demand for equal rights by
writing his famous “Letter rom a Birmingham Jai

Just over a year latr, on July 2, 1964, President
Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 into low
This landmark legislation banned discrimination in
most areas of American life on the basis of race sx,
religion, or national oigin. It also committed the
U.S: government to protecting therights of all
Americans,regardless ofskin color or country of
bieth. The improvements in the economic, political,
and socialaspects of African Americans’ lives show
the far-reaching effects of this law.

Rights and Responsibilties
Since the passage of the Civil Rights Actof 1961,

the United States has experienced a huge increase

i immigration, both legal and illegal. Once in this
countey, most lawful permanent residents enjoy
‘most of the same rights a native-born Americans,
These include the ights listed i the Bill o Rights,
from freedom of peech to freedom from cruel and
unusual punishment,

American citizens, whether native born or natu-
ralized, enjoy additional rights. The most important.
are the right o vote, o hold public offce, and to
claim certain social and economic bencfit. Some
forms of welfare payments,for example,are available
only to citizens. Most obs in the federal government
arelimited to ctizens only.

Similarly,all people living in the United States
have certain legal responsibilities They are required
o obey laws pay taxes, and cooperate with public
offcials All males who are 18, whether they are citi-
2ens,lawful permanen residents,or undocumented
immigrants, must register for miliary service, This is
true even though the United States currently has an
all-volunteer army.

Everyone has personal responsibiltes, or duties
that reate to an individuals rivae e, such as
taking care of one's own health. Personal respon-
sibliies apply o helping one’ family and friends,
to0. Comforting an upset friend and caring for a sick
parent are exampes of personal responsibily.

Gitizensalso have civic responsibilitis. They are
expected to be nformed about and participate in
public affirs. Volunteering o serv the public good is

Persona responsiiesand i osponsibiies arsnot
mually exclusia. Some actons,sueh s cooparting with
classmateson a rojact, ae clasifod i both catogores
because ty beneftbth  prson ndidually and thoi
community or govermment.

another civic responsibiliy. Sometimes the obligation
of citizenship requires that personal desires be
subordinated to the public good. For example, a
wwoman might have to miss work to atiend jury duty or
aman might feel oblgated to research candidates in an
election even though he would prefer to play soccer.
Political engagement s a choice, not a legal
requirement, However, democracies function best
when citzens choose good leaders and pay close
attention to what those leaders do once elected.
s Tocqueville observed almost two centuries ago,
“The greatness of America lis not in being more
enlightened than any other nation, but rather in her
abilty to repair her aults.” It s up to all of usas cit-
2ens to make sure such repairs are made when neded.

7.3 Becoming an American Gitizen

By 2010, nearly 40 million Americans,or about
13 percent of the LS. population, were foreign born.
Every year, hundreds of thousands of immigrants
become U.S. ctizens, They usually receive their
citizenship at alarge ceremony, along with many
other new citizens. For most, the occasion s filled
with emotion.

Citsen Particpaton ina Democracy 121
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For Alberto Olivares, the citizenship cercmony
was a bit different, though no less emotional. In 2006,
Olivarez, a Mexican-born teacher at an clementary
school in Brighton, Colorado, took his oath of ctizen-
ship alone, standing before an audience of students
and their parents i his school gymoasium. Like
Olivarez, many in the audience were immigrants or
children of immigrants,

Olivarer’s wife and three children sat on the stage
with him as he pledged to “support and defend the
Constitution of the United States.” With this oath,
Olivarez became a U ctizen, Just as he had expected.
What came next, however,surpised him. The school
principal explained to the sidience that Olivarer’s
citzenship automatically made bis three young sons
American citizens as well. Upon hearing ths news,
Olivarez burst nto tears. It was a benefitofcitizen:
ship he had never imagined.

igrants st Gomplata various st9s o bocom natrsized U,

American Citizens: Native Bor and Naturalized
There are two ways to become a US. citizen. The
most common way i by birth. Most Americans arc
born in the United States, though some are bor in
another country to parents who are U citzens.
Fither way, citizens by birth automatically enjoy all
the rights, privileges, and protections of citizenship.

‘The other way o become a citizen is through
naturalization. This i the path that Alberto Olivarey,
and other natralized citizens have taken. Naturaliza
tion s multstep legal process that, when completed,
gives the applicant virtuallyall the rights and respon.
sibilities of a native-born citizen.

In 2011, nearly 700,000 people became U.S.
citizens through naturalization. The largest group of
new ciizens came from Mexico, but lens of thou.
sands also came from India, the Philippines, China,
Colurmbia, Cuba, and other countrie.

ctzens. or most mmigrants, hsprocosstakes sx monts o mare
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