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A we have lready indicated in a vriety of contests, the central belifs of
the Hindu relgious aditon cluster around two concepts, darma and
moksla. These concepts impote diffrent demands upon human destiny.
At the heart of the Hindu tradiion lies & twofold, and to some extent par
‘adoxical, asserton: To flfill one's human destiny (1) it s necessary 0 up.

hold, preserve, perpecuate, and refin the physical world generaly, and hu

man socity specifclly (dharmal and (2) it i necessary (o find ulimate
release frams the world (moksha), which i oftn accomplished by renounc

ing socity.

T variety of ways and formslas the Hinds tradition has sosght to
Haimonize these two demands or b show how the two are somchow csien.
ally selated. But the disinctvenessof Hinduism lies notso much in these
formulas 35 in the swareness of generations of Hindus that the o de.

dharma snd okah, imbue human existence vith a Tiely tention.
Over the centuries, the Hindu tradition has been able to sfrm with un.
compromising force the trudh that 2 human belag is bodh a soclal animal
overmed by physical needs whe mus lve widh ther humansand  uniqucly
Spiritual and solitary smima) who 3t some point yearns 1o transcend all
physical and socal limitations. T dharaa tradidon emphasies the for-
‘mer spect of being human, and the moksba raditon emphasizes the e,

“
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Karma and Samsara

“The teasion between dhsrma and moksha in Hindulsm is played ot
sgsinst the background of two important concept: karma and sAma.
Korma is the moral law of cause and effec, according to which one reaps
it one sows. Sameara refers to the Idea of rebirth, or the endless round.
o birth, accorcing to which one s born over and over. Taken together,
fhese o conceps create & mood or ambience that is charecteisic of
Hindu spiscoaliy

"Th term harma iteraly means “ork” 0" deeds” and in the cariest
Hindu seripeures usaally refes to il sctons. However, he concept of
Karima s it has exiteforcenturies in Hindulem conicerns the idea that ll
“ctons, particularty moral acions, have predictable. cfccts In the mow
eners] sense, th i of karma teaches that cach person i ulimately xe-
Soonsible for cvery action he or she performs. Every acion ks its moral
Chnsequences According 1o the dea of karma,the present conditos, char.
“cier, and pecullar circumstances of a person are the zeslt of his o her
st deeds A person i what h o she kas done. One shapes one's present
Coniton according 13l of one's previous thoughts,acions,inclinatons,
Znd emarions. i 8 very specific senie, the idea of arma teaches hat cach
il in the sin, every diosynerasy of ne's chiracer, and each facet of
one' social and paychic maketp has been decermined by past acions. Sim-
Sary, cvery action ome performs n the present wll nfluénce the nature of
who ane vill be in the faure.

Samare s the dea that ane's presentlf s aly the mostrecent fn
g chain ofHves extending G nto the past.In che st according o this
idea, cach indivicual haslved counles ives,all of which have some bear
ng o one’s present Iife. One's commi biography may faclude not only
many lives i hurman form (both male and female) but aso livs in non
‘uman form. There are many storles in Hindu literanre of individusls
‘eiag punished for sins by beiag reborn 34 owly animals, while other st
Fes el of individuals resping revards for exraordinary merit by being
“eborn s heavealy beiags or minor deiics. According 1o the idea of 3
Cara. then, each indivicual exisence s only 3 briefscene in # ong drama.
hat spans andreds, or perhaps thousands, of lves and includes human 38
el 2 nonhuman existences.

"o Hindu thought the different species of exstence (slant, aniral,
uman, demonic, 204 diving), jus like the diffeent human Gsies are
ranked i bicrarchical oxer, ot the specis o which a bing belongs and
he case 10 which & human belongs ase ndicators of where one is in the
Lpircual hierarchy. The circumstances ino which one it bor, the specics
o the caste, are determined by one's previouslives and al the karina that
bas scenicd over ome's lon career, That I, the partcalr lfe form into
which one i born is determined by one's past arma. Each belng has de-
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Dharass: The Temporal Perspoctive
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Mokshs: The Eternal Perspective

Gounterbalancing onc's socal bligatons, or dharma, i one's ternal
desing, moksha,releae or iberation from all lmitations and restrictions.
In the moksha tadidon of Hindulsm, socity and the world iself are of
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