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lieless man, so that only the charioteer and the prince, and none other,
saw the corpse being borne along

. Thereon the king's son asked the charioteer, "Who i being carried along
yonder by four men and followed by a dejected company? He is dressed
out gorgeously and yet they bewail him.”
‘Then the driver's mind was overcome by the pure-natured
Suddhadhivasa gods and, though it should not have been told, e
explained this matter 1o the lord of mankind-
“This is someone or other, lying bereft of intellect, senses, breath and
qualities, unconscious and become like a mere log or bundle of grass. He
was brought up and cherished most lovingly with every care and now he
s being abandoned.”
Hearing the driver's reply, he was slightly startled and said, *Is this law of
being peculiar o this man, or is such the end of all creatures?
Then the driver said to him, “This is the last act for al creatures.

i is inevitable for all in the world, be he of low or middle or

ded though he was, the king’s son suddenly became
‘eath and, leaning with his shoulder against the top
—ecuswt s, ne said in a melodious voicei—
“This is the end appointed for all creatures, and yet the world throws off
fear and takes no heed. Hardened, 1 ween, are men's hearts; for they are
in good cheer, as they fare along the road.”

sunce: Asvaghosha, the Buchacata, ran. E H.Jofston. De Motial Baasscass, 1936, Part 1,
Cantori, pp. 41-2

The Middle Way

from the Sermon at Benares, in the Buddhacarita by Asvaghosha

Disturbed by Ife’s suffering, the Holy One, here called Tathagata' left the
palace where he had a pleasurable Ife, and undertook austerities and severe
self-mortifications, in search of the truth of existence. Then he renounced both
extremes. He taught this principle to his bhikkhus monks) as the path to nirvana
(ibbana in Pali, or awakening to ultimate realiy.

“The Tathagata,” the Buddha continued, “does not seek salvation in
austeities, but neither does he for that reason indulge in worldly pleasures,
nor live in abundance. The Tathdgata has found the middle path.

“There arc two extremes, O bhikkhus, which the man who has given
up the world ought not o follow—the habitual pracice, on the one hand,
of sel-indulgence which is unworthy, vain and fi only for the worldly-
minded—and the habitual practice, on the other hand, of self-mortification,
which is painful, useless and unprofitable.

BUDDHISM 117

“Neither abstinence from fish or flesh, nor going naked, nior shaving
the head, not wearing matted hair, nor dressing in a rough garment, nor
covering onesclf with dirt, nor sacrificing to Agni, will cleanse a man who is
not free from delusions.

“Reading the Vedas, making offerings t0 priests, or sacrifices 1o the gods,
self-martification by heat or cold, and many such penances performed for
the sake of immortality, these do not cleanse the man who is not free from
delusions.

“Anger, drunkenness, obstinacy, bigorry, deception, envy, self-
praise, disparaging others, superciliousness and evil intentions constitute
uncleanness; not verily the cating of flesh.

A middle path. O bhikkhus, avoiding the two extremes, has been
discovered by the Tathagata—a path which opens the eyes, and bestows
understanding, which leads 10 peace of mind, 1o the higher wisdom, to full
enlightenment, o Nirvanal

“What is the middle path, O bhikkhus, avoiding these two extremes,
discovered by the Tathagata—that path which opens the eyes, and bestows
understanding, which leads to peace of mind, to the higher wisdom, to full
enlightenment, 10 Nirvina?

“Let me teach you, O bhiikkhus, the middle path, which keeps aloof from
both extremes. By suffering, the emaciated devotee produces confusion and
sickly thoughts in his mind. Mortification is not conducive even to worldly
knowledge; how much less t0 a triumph over the senses!

“He who fills his lamp with water will not dispel the darkness, and he
who tries 1o light a fire with rotten wood will fail. And how can any one be
free from self by leading a wretched life, if he does not succeed in quenching
the fires of lust, if he still hankers after cither worldly or heavenly pleasures.
But he in whom self has become extinct s free from lust; he will desire
ncither worldly nor heavenly pleasures, and the satisfaction of his natural
‘wants will not defile him. However, let him be moderate, let him eat and
drink according to the nieeds of the body.

“Sensuality is encrvating; the self-indulgent man is a slave to his
passions, and pleasure-sccking is degrading and vulgar.

“But to satisfy the neccssities of life is not evil. To keep the body in
good health s a duty, for otherwise we shall not be able to trim the lamp of
wisdom, and keep our mind strong and clear. Water surrounds the lotus-
Tower, but does not wet its petals

“This is the middle path, O bhikkhus, that keeps aloof from both
extremes.”

Soune i Yotang, e The Widom of Cin and k. New York: Moder Lbar, 1942 p. 355-60

Speculations Undeclared trom the Culamahonkya Suita




