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Read the background essay, and answer the following questions with complete thoughts…
1. What is colonialism?



2. What are the two arguments pertaining to the impact of colonialism?





3. Which European nation took control of Kenya?


4. How many different ethnic groups lived in Kenya prior to European influence?


5. How different were each of the ethnic groups that lived in Kenya?





6. How did Africans respond to European colonists?





7. What impacts did European settlers have on Kenyans?





8. What changed because of European influence on Kenyan government (explain what was, and what became)?





9. How impactful was the Devonshire Declaration?





10. What steps did the Kenyans take to obtain independence from European colonizers?





11. Summarize in your words the essential question of the DBQ in the last section of the background essay. 
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How Did Colonialism Affect Kenya?

Introduction

‘What happens o people’s ives when their
couniry i a colony of another country? This
was an important question o Americans i the
cightcenth century when they were ruled by
Great Briain. It is an imporant question today
when countris find themselves controlled by
more powerful outsiders. By looking at Kenya's
experience as a colony of Great Britain, we can
get an idea of what being colonized means o
both the people being controlled and those who
control thern.

Colonialism occurs when one nation takes
contrl of another. By 1800 Europeans had
colonized about 35% of the caris surface; in
1878, 67%; and by 1914 about 85%. Colonialism
direely affected the great majoriy of the carth's
population for wel over a century, and the
effects remained even after colonial ruers gave
up control.

Historians disagree on what those cffects
were. In one respected history of England by
Waler Hall nd Robert Albion, we read that
.. On it good side this ule of the White
minority meant order, efiiency, discipline,
and comparative peace.” But another historian,
Basil Davidson, writes, “What the central
consequence of colonial rule proved to be was
no the modern reconstruction of Afrca, but he.
farteaching dismantlement and ruin of the
societies and structures which the invaders had
found.” Our documents will give you a sense of
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what Africans and Europeans thought about this
colonial condition. Though each casc of
colonization had its special characteristics, there
were patterns common to all. The study of
Kenya's colonial era wil help you identify
many of those patterns and help you understand
asignificant part of the human story.

The Seramble for Africa

The story begins in the nineteenth century.
As strange as it seems, the African nation of
Kenya was created by Europeans. Its boundaries
were drawn roughly four thousand miles o the
northwest in Berlin. Representatives of fourteen
European nations met in 1884 and 1885 to carve
up the African continent. No Africans attended
the Berlin Conference. By the terms of the
agreement, all of Africa was placed under
Eoropean control except Liberia and Ethiopia
Each of seven European nations was given the
right o call a partcular territory its own if the
nation could “effectively occupy” it This
takeover left most Africans subject 1o European
e for the next eighty years Enslavement of
‘Africans by Europeans ended afier the agree-
‘ment made at Berlin, but indigenous Africans
Soon found themselves controled by outsiders
in diferent ways.

Great Britain, with colorics in India,
Canada, and Austalia, had the lead in the
competition for colonies when the Berlin
Conference met, bragging that “the sun never
sets on the British Empire.” What Britain
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wanted from Africa were raw materials such as
wwool, copper, and tin to supply their manufac-
rers; cash crops such as tea, coffee, and cocon
to £ill their cups; and diamonds and gold to
decorate themselves. In addition, they wantcd
new markets in which to sell their products and,
of course, the national pride of filling the map
of the world with their possessions. What they
felt they had (o offer to Africans was the
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‘The British Settlers
Following carlier arrivals by missionaries
and traders, in 1895 the British began to
construct a 700-mile-long railroad that ran
actoss Kenya from Mombasa to Lake Victori
“This line would eventually cany British setter
mostly farmers, who saw Kenya as essentially
empty, a place ripe for the taking. The British
‘government granted large tracts of land to these

Christian religion, a
“superior” form of
government, and
whal they considered
a more advanced

cvilzation. l
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“The territory that
became the British
colony of Kenya
was, in a way, an
artificial country.
‘Within its borders
lived at least twenty-
Seven ethnic groups,
the largest being the
Kikuyu, the Luo and
the Lubya. Each
group had its own
language or dialect;
each group had its
own culture. Thus
Kenya did not begin
like England and
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Spain, for example,
where many of the
‘people shared the same language and culture,

All Africans did not receive British setlers
in the same way. Those who made their living
from farming were usually hostile because their
land was being taken from them. On the other
hand, groups who had quarrels with their
neighbors sometimes sought the help of the
powerlul Britsh against their enemies.

ColorialAtiea, 1914

for the indigenous
people, designed not
only to teach them
aspects of Christianity but also to cncourage
them 10 adopt European ways. In fact, many
future Kenyan leaders were educated at these.
schools.
Government of the Kenya Colony

Before World War 1, Kenya was governed by
the Colonial Office through a legislative council

495

This page may be reproduced for classioom use




image3.png
Background Essay (Continved)

that included British setlers. This group was
assisted by Kenyan headmen, or chiefs, who had
some responsibilty for local matters and who
answered to the District Officer, a represcnta-
tive of the Colonial Office. Appointed by the
British, these African leaders acted as both
rulers of a local area and go-betweens with the
Briish. Sometimes this person had the respect
of his people -  true “headman’” In many cases
the chief was not areal chief among his people
and was thought of as a puppet of the colonial
rulers.

During World War I, thousands of Africans
served the British, mostly as “carrers” rather
than armed soldiers. Despite that, indigenous
Kenyans suffered around 50,000 casualties,
Killed or wounded. After the war, Kenya became
more diffcult to rule. Under the leadership of
Harry Thuko, a clerk in the Treasury, African
Kenyans began to organize and publicly protest
Britsh practics. First, there was the “kipande™
— a registration pass caricd in a small metal
container that usually hung from the owner’s
neck on a picce of string. Not carried by whites,
the pass was a reminder 1o Africans that they
were considered second-class citizens. Then
there was the “hut tax.” an annual payment
‘made by each African household. This tax was
raiscd shortly after the war at a time when
‘wages were being cut. There was more hardship.
brought about by a devastating influenza
epidemic in 1919. Adding even more (0 the
ension, Thuku was “detained” by the govern-
ment; he was not released until nine years later

In reacion to ising protests by Africans,
the Britsh government issued the 1923
Devonshire Declaration that said that in the
future, African interests would have priority
over those of European setters. In 1925 “local
native councils” were established to give
Africans a part in the rule of Kenya. To some
peopl this scemed to be a step toward self-rule
for Afficans, but others saw it as a way 10 use
more educated and privileged Africans to kecp
protesting Africans under control. Thuku's
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followers formed the Kikuyu Central
‘Association (KCA) and worked cooperatively
Britsh officials throughout the 19205 even
though their leader was imprisoned. They wanted
10 gain title to their confiscated lands and
inerease development in Kenya.

Cooperation broke down when the KCA
efended the practice of female circumcision

Jomo Kenyata, Kenya's s presivent

against protests of Christian missionarics,
During the Great Depression of the 1930, the
British government retumed to the policy of
supporting the white settlr farmers. More:
Aftican farmers lost their Jand and cither
became “squatters” on the land of others or
‘moved to the cites. In this era a new leader
emerged, Jomo Kenyatta. Born Kamau Neengi,
and once a public employee in the Nairobi
‘Water Department, Kenyatta spent years in
London arguing the case for change in Kenya.
‘The outbreak of World War 11 delayed the
movement for change in Kenya, but it also set
forces in motion that would eventually lead to
the end of British rule. Africans again served
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Britain but this time as armed soldicrs. These
soldiers witnessed Europeans fighting and
killing one another and o longer stood in awe
of Buropean power. When they leamed that the
war was being fought o preserve liberty and
democracy around the world, they could not help.
but question life in Kenya under colonial rule.
‘The “Emergency” and Independence

After the war, the idea that Kenya would
remain & “while man’s country” was direcily
challenged by Africans. The Kenya African
Union (KAU) was formed and Kenyatta became
its president. The Union demanded that seitlers”
lands be returned to Africans. A group of anti-
colonial Afficans called the Mau Mau went
further, insisting on a total and immediate break
from the British colonial system. Although
Kenyatta denied the charge, the British belicved
that he was also the head of the Mau Mau
organization. He was armested on October 29,
1952, and a violent rebellion against British role
began Jed by the Mau Mau fighters. This
situation, called “The Emergency” by the Britsh,
threatened both British rule and the survival of
whiles in Kenya.

e four-year struggle for Kenya’s
independence was a bloody one. The British
characterized the Mau Mau as savage and
primitive fighters who attacked innocent people
on their farms and in their homes. The British,
for their part, employed harsh measures o
defeat the mainly Kikuyu Mau Mau and the
other ethnic groups who joined them. Kenyans
saw themselves as freedom fighters seeking
independence from abusive colonial rule, a
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sitation that made violence necessary. The
struggle was complicated by the fact that it was
acivil war as well. The Kenyans who benefited
from Britsh rule and who supported it were
thought by the rebels 0 be part of the enemy
even though they were African.

Though the Britsh won the war, heir
government,in 1958, gave up the idea of Kenya
as 2 “white man's country” and began preparing
for Affican majority rule. The cost of crushing
rebellon was greater han any benefit they
‘might have derived from maintaining the colony.
Atthe Lancaster House Conference in 1960,
Africans were granted a majoriy on the
Legislative Council, and elections were held in
February 1961. Jomo Kenyatt's party, the
Kenya Afican National Union (KANU),
won withthe slogan Uhura na Kenyatta
“Independence with Kenyata” ~and against the
protests of colomialists, Kenyatta was relcascd
from jail. Jomo Kenyatta was elected the
presiden of an independent Keaya, and by
1963 the colonial cra was over.

‘The Question

What happened to the lves of both the
African Kenyans and the Buropeans who
colonized their land during the colonial cra?
“The answer (o that question will hlp the
student of history understand other situations,
both past and present, in which one nation
attempts to dominate the i of another, Read
through the documents that follow. Organize
them into analytical categories and develop
an answer to the question: How did colonialism
affect Kenya?
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