Aztec eagle warrior

WITNESS HISTORY ¢ auoio
Elite Warriors Uphold an Empire

Among the Aztecs, a force of fierce soldiers emerged to aid the
ruler in maintaining an empire. The most highly regarded fighters
wereeagle and jaguar warriors, who wore costumes resembling
the honored animals for whom they were named (a tradition in
other cultures of the Americas as well). Indeed, Aztec warfare
served both a political purpose—defending the empire—and a
ritual one. It was the gods whom the Aztec rulers believed
granted them the right to rule. Sacrificing humans—the captives
of battle—was the leading way to appeal to the gods.

Focus Question What factors encouraged the rise of powerful
civilizations in Mesoamerica?

Civilizations of Mesoamerica

Objectives

« Describe when and where people first settled the

Americas.

e Analyze the main characteristics of the Oimec
and Maya civilizations.

o Outline how the Aztec empire and Aztec society

took shape.

Terms, People, and Places

Tenochtitlan
chinampas
tribute
Teotihuacén

Mesoamerica
maize

Olmecs

stela

Valley of Mexico

Note Taking

Reading Skill: Compare and Contrast Use a
chart like the one below to take notes on
similarities and differences in how early people
adapted to climate and geography in different
parts of the Americas.

Adapting to the Americas

Climate Geography

186 Civilizations of the Americas
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The Americas include two continents, North America and South
America. Within these two geographic regions lies a cultural
region called Mesoamerica, which is made up of Mexico and Cen-
tral America. Some of the earliest civilizations in the Americas
developed in Mesoamerica.

People Settle in the Americas

Sometime between 12,000 and 10,000 years ago, most scholars
believe, people first arrived in the Americas. Scholars are still try-
ing to understand the details of how this great migration occurred.
Originally, it was believed that people came from Asia and entered
through Alaska. This migration is thought to have taken place
near the end of the last Ice Age, which lasted from about 100,000
years ago to about 10,000 years ago. During the ice age, so much
water froze into thick ice sheets that the sea level dropped, expos-
ing a land bridge between Siberia and Alaska in the area that is
now the Bering Strait. About 10,000 B.C., Earth’s climate warmed
and the ice melted. As a result, water levels rose and covered the
Bering land bridge.

The earliest evidence supported the theory that hunters fol-
lowed herds of bison and mammoths across the land bridge and
then south through North America, Central America, and South
America. Recent data suggest something different—that people
migrated to parts of the Americas much earlier and along coastal
routes, perhaps paddling small boats. Although neither theory has
been proved, researchers now base the dates of migration into the
Americas mostly on evidence found at prehistoric sites.
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Adapting to New Environments The first Americans faced a vari-
ety of environments in which they could settle. For example, great moun-
tain chains—the Rockies, the eastern and western Sierra Madre, and the
Andes—dominate the western Americas. In addition, through the conti-
nents flow two of the world’s four longest rivers, the Amazon of South
America and the Mississippi of North America. Far to the north and
south of the continents, people learned to survive in icy, treeless lands.
Closer to the Equator, people settled in the hot, wet climate and dense
vegetation of the Amazon rain forest. Elsewhere, hunters adapted to
deserts like the Atacama of Chile, woodlands like those in eastern North
America, and the fertile plains of both continents.

People Begin to Farm and Build Villages In the Americas, as else-
where, the greatest adaptation occurred when people learned to domesti-
cate plants and animals. These changes took place slowly between about
8500 B.c. and 2000 B.C. In Mesoamerica, Neolithic people cultivated a
fange of crops, including beans, sweet potatoes, peppers, tomatoes,
Squash, and maize—the Native American name for corn. People in
South America cultivated crops such as maize and cassava and domesti-
Cated llamas and other animals valued for their wool. By 3000 B.C. in
Parts of South America and-1500 B.C. in parts of Mesoamerica, farmers
had settled in villages. Populations then expanded, and some villages
ventually grew into the great early cities of the Americas.

v Checkpoint How did early Americans adapt to different
environments?

For: Audio guided tour™
Web Code: nap-0611

Map Skills The descendants of the first

Geoyraphy l'nte-r{.'cﬁvek

Americans spread throughout the Ameri-

cas, establishing both small settlements

and large civilizations.

1. Locate (a) Bering Strait (b) Gulf of
Mexico (c) Amazon River (d) Rocky
Mountains

2. Location Which culture bordered the

Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea?

3. Draw Inferences In what types of
environments did the Inca live? The
Aztecs?

The Inca were famous for
their goldwork, such as
this figurine of a llama.
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" Civilization Arises With the Olmecs

The earliest American civilization, that of the Olmecs, emerged in the
tropical forests along the Gulf Coast of Mexico. The civilization lasted
- | from about 1500 B.C. to 400 B.c. Compared to other civilizations, archae-
ologists know little about the Olmecs. They do not know where the
Olmecs came from or what they called themselves. But evidence in the
form of temples and large and small pieces of art suggests that a power-
ful class of priests and nobles stood at the top of society. These elite
groups may have lived in ceremonial centers, while the common people
lived in surrounding farming villages.

Much of Olmec art is carved stone. The smallest examples include jade
figurines of people and gods. The most dramatic remains are 14 giant
stone heads found at the major ceremonial centers of San Lorenzo and
La Venta. Scholars believe that these colossal heads, which the Olmecs
carved from 40-ton stones, are portraits of rulers. No one knows exactly
how the Olmecs moved these stones from distant quarries without
wheeled vehicles or draft animals.

. : R The Olmecs also engaged in trade, through which they influenced a
éo|os§a] Olh'ec hea.d from La Veﬁ:ta wide area. The grinning jaguars and serpents that decorate many Olmec
‘ carvings appear in the arts of later Mesoamerican peoples. The Olmecs

Vo5

also invented a calendar, and they carved hieroglyphic writing into stone.
Because later Mesoamerican peoples adopted such advances, many
scholars consider the Olmecs the “mother culture” of Mesoamerica.

| [ Checkpoint What aspects of Olmec culture have archaeologists

| uncovered?
| a - [ n ags »
| Note Taking The Maya Build Widespread Civilization
I. Reading Ski!h Compare and Contrast Among the peoples the Olmecs influenced were the Maya. By 300 B.C.,
| Use a Venn diagram to keep track of key the Maya were building large cities, such as El Mirador in Guatemala.

similarities and differences among the
cultures of Mesoamerica.

By about A.D. 250, the Maya golden age—known as the Classic Period—
began, with city-states flourishing from the Yucatdn Peninsula in south-
ern Mexico through much of Central Ameérica.

Agriculture Thrives Before the Maya developed large population cen-

| .
| ters, they lived scattered across the land. They developed two farming
il A methods that allowed them to thrive in the tropical environment. In
|

|

many areas, farmers burned down forests and then cleared the land in
order to plant on it. After a few years, the fields were no longer fertile.

| | The Maya would then abandon these lands until they could be used once
| ' again. In the meantime, farmers would burn and clear new lands for
farming. In addition, along the banks of rivers, Maya farmers built
‘ raised fields to lift crops up above the annual floodwaters. These methods
allowed the Maya to produce enough maize and other crops to support
l rapidly growing cities.
|

|

Powerful City-States Emerge The Maya cities that developed before
| and during the Classic Period never formed an empire. Instead, individ-
I ual and powerful city-states evolved. The smaller city-states ruled over
the people living directly within and near their borders. The largest ones
[ ] reigned over neighboring areas as well—often requiring nearby cities t0

show allegiance to their kings and to participate in their ritual activities:
‘ | Over the course of hundreds of years, many different city-states held

188 Civilizations of the Americas




n the
asted
‘chae-
e the
n the
ower-
 elite
eople

e jade
giant
o and
Imecs
xactly
ithout

iced a
Dlmec
lmecs
stone.
many

ts

N

) B.C.,
mala.
riod—
south-

n cen-
rming
nt. In
ind in
ertile.
d once
ds for
- built
sthods
1pport

before
divid-
d over
t ones
ties 10
vities:
s held

Cities of the Maya Realm

Gulf of g D) ;
Mexico ’ Chichén Itza
[ Cobay -
Ui~ Kabah / a
|ﬂl[]ﬂ¢ e Ebh
Y Sayil aona 20°N

@® Santa Rosa Xtampak’ _-)

' |

[ Extent of Maya civilization . |

®  Key Maya city, 300 B.C.~A.D. 250 .. Caribbean |
O Key Maya city, A.D. 250~A.D. 900

Geouraphy Interactive,
For: Interactive map
Web Code: nap-0612

Map Skills Many Maya cities were hid-
den for centuries beneath tropical over-
growth. The archaeologists who uncovered
them have learned that numerous power-
ful governments once ruled the area.
1. Locate (a) Tikal (b) Calakmul (c) Copén

(d) Palenque (e) Piedras Negras
2. Region How did the geography of

the Maya region differ from north

to south?
3. Make Generalizations Some Maya
Cities existed only in the earlier era
shown on the map, some only in the
later era, and some in both. Why might
the lifespan of a Maya city have varied?
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power, with warfare and trade a constant theme of life among them. Cit-
ies such as Palenque, Copdn, and Piedras Negras all carried great influ-
ence in their time, but the largest and most supreme power resided in
the rulers of Tikal and Calakmul.

While the Maya were not united politically, city-states maintained
regular contact through a system of economic exchange, which generated
much wealth. Traders carried valuable cargoes long distances by sea and
along roads made of packed earth. Trade goods included items of daily
use—such as honey, salt, and cotton—and nonessential but prized items

such as feathers, jade, and Jaguar pelts. These goods might have been
used in ceremonies or to show status.

Structuring Society Each Maya city had its own ruler, who was usu-
ally male, Maya records and carvings show that women occasionally gov-
erned on their own or in the name of young sons. Nobles served many
functions in support of the ruler. Some were military leaders, while oth-
rs managed public works, collected taxes, and enforced laws. Scribes,
Painters, and sculptors were also very highly respected. Merchants may
have formed a middle class in society, though the wealthiest and most
Powerful merchants were certainly nobles. ‘

The majority of the Maya were farmers. They grew maize, beans, and
Squash—the basic food crops of Mesomerica—as well as fruit trees, cot-
ton, ang brilliant tropical flowers. To support the cities, farmers paid
taxes in food and worked on construction projects. Some cities also

iIlduded a population of slaves, who generally were commoners who had
€en captured in war.

4 Checkpoint How did the Maya political structure differ from
an empire?

- —

Powerful Maya rulers
included Yax Pac of
Copan (above, receiving
the staff of leadership
from the city’s first ruler)
and Pakal of Palenque
(who wore the jade burial
mask at left).
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Photographs From the Past

British archaeologist Alfred P. Maudslay
won fame in the late 1800s for his sharp
and stunning photographs of Maya ruins,
such as this stela showing a ruler from the
city of Quirigua.

190 Civilizations of the Americas

Cultural Life of the Maya

The cultural life of the Maya included impressive advances in learnin
and the arts. In addition, the Maya developed a complex polytheistic rel;.
gion that influenced their cultural life as well as their spiritual beliefg,
Many Maya today maintain elements of the traditional religion estap.
lished by the ancient Maya, such as the belief that each person’s spirit ig
associated with a particular animal.

Sculptors Leave a Legacy in Stone The cities of the Maya are
known today for their towering temples and palaces built from stone,
Temples rested on pyramid-shaped platforms that were often quite large,
Atop the temples, priests performed rites and sacrifices, while the people
watched from the plazas below. Some temples also served as burial
places for rulers, nobles, and priests. Palaces may have been used ag
royal residences as well as locations for meetings, courts, and other
governmental activities.

The Maya placed elaborately carved sculpture on many of their build-
ings. They also sculpted tall stone monuments, each of which is called a
stela (STEE luh). These carvings preserve striking images of nobles, war-
riors in plumed headdresses, and powerful rulers. They also represent
the Maya gods, including the creator god Itzamna (et SAHM nah), the rain
god Chac (chakh), and the sun god K’inich Ajaw (keen EECH ah HOW).

Scribes Record Historical Events The Maya also developed a hiero-
glyphic writing system, which scholars did not decipher until recent
decades. Maya scribes carved inscriptions on stelae that include names
of rulers, mentions of neighboring city-states, and dates and descriptions
of events. They also wrote about astronomy, rituals, and other religious
matters in books made of bark paper. Spanish conquerors later burned
most of these books, considering any works that were written by non-
Christians to be unacceptable. Three books, however, were taken to Europe
and have survived into the present.

Priests Develop Astronomy and Mathematics Maya priests
needed to measure time accurately in order to hold ceremonies at the
correct moment. As a result, many priests became expert mathemati-
cians and astronomers. They developed an accurate 365-day solar calen-
dar as well as a 260-day ritual calendar. Maya priests also invented 2
numbering system that included place values and the concept of zero.

Maya Civilization Declines About A.D. 900, the Maya abandoned
many of their cities. In the Yucatan Peninsula, cities flourished for a few
more centuries, but there, too, the Maya eventually stopped building
them. By the time the Spanish arrived in the 1500s, the Maya mostly
lived in farming villages. Archaeologists do not know for sure why Maya
civilization declined, although theories abound. For example, frequent
warfare may have taken its toll on society, or overpopulation could have
led to over-farming and exhaustion of the soil.

Throughout the region, however, the remoteness of their jungle and
mountain locations allowed many Maya to survive the encounter wit
the Spanish. Today, more than two million Maya people live in Guatemald
and southern Mexico.

v Checkpoint What do Maya arts and writing tell us about their
religion and history?
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. Thinking Critically

and 1. Draw Inferences In what ways do

. h you think these societies passed
| W;tla elements of culture to one another?
2TNE

2. Determine Relevance How might
learning about the shared elements
of culture help scholars understand
each Mesoamerican society?
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Vocabulary Builder
ingenious—(in JEEN yus) adj. clever,
original, and effective

Causeway

Woven reed wall

The Aztec Empire Forms in Mexico

Sometime shortly after about A.D. 1200, bands of nomadic people from
the north migrated into the Valley of Mexico, which lies in the high
plateau of central Mexico. These people identified themselves as separatg
tribes, such as the Mexica (may SHEE kah), from whom Mexico getg it
name. All the tribes spoke one language—Nahuatl (NAH hwaht el)—apqg
believed their origins began in the same legendary birthplace, Aztlay,
Together, these trib?s are known as the Aztecs.

The Aztecs Settle in the Valley of Mexico In A.D. 1325, the Aztecg
founded their capital city, Tenochtitlan (teh nawch tee TLAHN). Accord.
ing to Aztec legend, the gods had told the Aztecs to search for an eagly
holding a snake in its beak and perching atop a cactus. When they say
this sign, they would know where to build their capital. Indeed, they
finally saw the sign on a swampy island in Lake Texcoco (tesh KOH koh),
and there they built their city. Today, Mexico City sits atop this same sita,

As their population grew, the Aztecs found ingenious ways to create
more farmland in their lake environment. They built chinampas, artifi-
cial islands made of mud piled atop reed mats that were anchored to the
shallow lake-bed with willow trees. On these “floating gardens,” the
Aztecs raised maize, squash, and beans. They gradually filled in parts of
the lake and created canals for transportation. Wide stone causeways
linked Tenochtitlan to the mainland.

Tenochtitlan: Building an Island City

T he Aztecs built causeways to connect Tenachtitlan to the rural
settlements of the mainland. After the Spanish invaded in the
15005, they drew a map of the city (at left). Although not to scale,
it shows the causeways and dense buildings of the large capital.
The diagram (below) shows how the chinampas were built. What
engineering skills must the Aztecs have used to build the city?

Willow tree



ite

y'S

and
ure

The Empire Expands In the 1400s, the Aztecs greatly expanded their
territory. Through a combination of fierce conquests and shrewd alli-
ances, they spread their rule across most of Mexico, from the Gulf of
Mexico in the east to the Pacific Ocean in the west. By 1517, the Aztec
empire numbered an estimated five to six million people.

/ Checkpoint What are some advantages and disadvantages of
building a city on an island in a lake?

Aztec Society Takes Shape

War brought immense wealth as well as power to the Aztec empire.
Tribute, or payment from conquered peoples, helped the Aztecs turn
their capital into a magnificent city. From its temples and royal palaces
to its zoos and floating gardens, Tenochtitlan seemed a city of wonders. It
was also the center of a complex, well-ordered empire.

structuring Government and Society Unlike the Maya city-states,
each of which had its own king, the Aztec empire had a single ruler. A
council of nobles, priests, and military leaders elected the emperor,
whose primary function was to lead in war. Below him, nobles served as
officials, judges, and governors of conquered provinces. Next came the
warriors, who could rise to noble status by performing well on the battle-
field. The priests were a class apart. They performed rituals to please the
gods and prevent droughts or other disasters.

A powerful middle class included long-distance traders, who ferried
goods across the empire and beyond. With goods from the highlands such
as weapons, tools, and rope, they bartered for tropical products such as
jaguar skins and cocoa beans.

The majority of people were commoners who farmed the land. At the
bottom of society were serfs and slaves, who were mostly prisoners of war
or debtors. Despite their low status, slaves’ rights were clearly estab-
lished by law. For example, slaves could own land and buy their freedom.

Religion and Mythology Influence Culture The Aztecs
believed in many gods, including Huitzilopochtli (weets ee loh
POHCH tlee), whom they revered as the patron god of their peo-
ple. His temple towered above central Tenochtitldn. The Aztecs
also worshipped Quetzalcoatl (ket sahl koh AHT el), the feathered
serpent who reigned over earth and water, plus the other power-
ful gods of an earlier culture that had been centered at the city of
Teotihuacan (tay oh tee wah KAHN).

Teotihuacan had dominated life in the Valley of Mexico from about
AD. 200 to A.D. 750. The city was well planned, with wide roads, massive
temples, and large apartment buildings to house its population of perhaps
200,000. Along the main avenue, the enormous Pyramid of the Sun and
the Pyramid of the Moon rose majestically toward the sky.

Citizens of Teotihuacdn worshiped gods such as Quetzalcoat! and
Tlaloc (TLAH lohk), the rain god. After Teotihuacén fell, possibly to invad-
Ors, its culture survived and greatly influenced later peoples of
MeSOamerica. The Aztecs, for example, believed that the gods had cre-
ated the world multiple times. In their mythology, it was in Teotihuacdn
that the gods created the world in which the Aztecs lived.

Representations of Tlaloc (left) and
Quetzalcoatl (right)

Chapter 6 Section 1



In this translation from an Aztec text, Nanahuatzin's
il bravery is underscored as he proves willing to sacrifice
{11 himself where another god, the moon, was not.

-”\

€€ 1t is said that when the [sun] was made, . . . there

In Aztec mythology, the gods frequently sacrificeq
themselves for the good of the people. They believed a goq
named Nanahuatzin (nah nah WAHTS een) had sacrificeq
himself to become the sun. To give the sun strength g
rise each day, the Aztecs offered human sacrifices. Most of

was fasting for four days. It is said that the moon
would be the sun. And when four days were com-
pleted, it is said, the [sun] was made during the
night. . .. a very great fire was laid . . . into which
was to leap, was to fall the moon—where he was to
gain renown, glory: by which he would become the
sun. And the moon thereupon went in order to leap
into the fire. But he did not dare do it; he feared the
fire. Then all the gods shouted, they said: “When [is
this to be], O gods? Let the sun stop!” But little
[Nanahuatzin] had already dared; he thereupon had
leaped into the fire. Thus he became the sun.

And the moon, when he was deprived of the

the victims were prisoners of war, who were plentify]
because the Aztecs carried on almost continuous warfare

Aztec Knowledge Expands Priests were the keepers
of Aztec knowledge. They recorded laws and historica]
events in the Aztec hieroglyphic writing system. Some
priests ran schools. Others used their knowledge of
astronomy and mathematics to foretell the future. The
Aztecs, like the Maya, developed a 260-day ritual calen-
dar and a 365-day solar calendar.

Like many other ancient peoples, the Aztecs believed
that illness was a punishment from the gods. Still, Aztec
priests used herbs and other medicines to treat fevers and
wounds. Aztec physicians could set broken bones and

treat dental cavities. They also prescribed steam baths as
cures for various ills, a therapy still in use today.

renown, the glory, was much shamed.??
‘ | —fFray Bernardino de Sahagun, General History of the
| Things of New Spain

¥ Checkpoint How was Aztec society structured?

Looking Ahead

‘ | ' The Aztecs developed a sophisticated and complex culture. But among
many of the peoples they conquered, discontent festered and rebellion

'i ‘ ! often flared up. At the height of Aztec power, word reached Tenochtitlan
Il\.- | that pale-skinned, bearded men had landed on the east coast. When the
1 armies from Spain arrived, they found ready allies among peoples who
I were ruled by the Aztec empire. In a later chapter, you will read about
the results of the encounter between the Aztecs and the newcomers from
i far-off Spain.

Progress Monitoring Online
For: Self-quiz with vocabulary practice
Web Code: naa-0611

@ writing About History

Quick Write: Choose a Topic When you
write a narrative essay, start by choosing @
topic. Suppose you want to write a narra-

Terms, People, and Places Comprehension and Critical Thinking

3. Recognize Sufficient Evidence What
types of evidence do you think archae-
ologists need in order to know for cer-

1. For each term, person, or place listed at
the beginning of the section, write a
sentence explaining its significance.
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" tain when people populated the

Note Taking Americas?

2. Reading Skill: Compare and Contrast 4. Analyze Information How do you
Use your completed chart and Venn dia- think archaeologists use public build-
gram to answer the Focus Question: ings, monuments, and artwork to trace
What factors encouraged the rise of the influence of earlier civilizations,
powerful civilizations in Mesoamerica? such as the Olmecs, on later people?

5. Make Comparisons Compare the
Aztec and Maya civilizations. What
characteristics do they share the most?
In what way(s) do they differ the most?

194 Civilizations of the Americas

tive from the perspective of an ancient
Maya person. Make a list of topics that
interest you, such as a day in the life of a
Maya sculptor or an account of a battle
between two rival Maya city-states. You
may want to do research in books and on
the Internet before you settle on a topic.
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On Inca roads, couriers
(right) often carried
quipus (far right), or
recording devices.

WITNESS HISTORY ) Aupio

Impressive Inca Roads

6€ In human memory, | believe that there is
no account of a road as great as this,
running through deep valleys, high
mountains, banks of snow, torrents of
water, living rock, and wild rivers. . .. In
all places it was clean and swept free of refuse, with
lodgings, storehouses, Sun temples, and posts along the
route. Oh! Can anything similar be claimed for Alexander
[the Great] or any of the [other] powerful kings who
ruled the world. . ..2%?
—Pedro Cieza de Ledn, Spanish explorer admiring the
Inca road system in the 1500s

Focus Question What characterized the cultures and
civilizations that developed in the Andes?

Andean Cultures of
South America

Objectives

¢ Examine the early cultures of the Andes.

¢ Understand how Inca emperors extended and
maintained their empire.

* Describe the daily life of the Inca.

Terms, People, and Places

Chavin Pachacuti Inca Yupanqui
Moche Sapa Inca

adobe Cuzco

Nazca quipu

Huari ayllu

Tiahuanaco Inti

Note Taking

Reading Skill: Contrast Contrast the cultures of
the early peoples of the Andes with that of the
Inca. Use a chart like the one below to organize
relevant details about each culture as you read.

Chavin

Location
Unique achievements

PSS9SO DeSOeROORR DR SRR PO DOROReRoeeDaGeGSGeeeacaaRe

The first cultures of South America developed in the Andean
region along the western edge of the continent. This region
includes a variety of climates and terrains. The narrow coastal
plain is a dry, lifeless desert crossed by occasional rivers. Further
inland, the snow-capped Andes Mountains rise steeply, leveling off
into high plateaus that bake by day and freeze at night. East of
the Andes, dense jungles stretch from Peru into Brazil.

Cultures Develop in the Andes

Thousands of years ago, people settled in fishing villages along the
desert coast of Peru and Chile. Gradually they expanded inland,
farming the river valleys that run up into the highland plateaus.
Using careful irrigation, they grew maize, cotton, squash, and
beans. On mountain slopes, they cultivated potatoes, eventually
producing 700 varieties. On high plateaus, they domesticated the
llama and the alpaca. Eventually, they built large ceremonial cen-
ters and developed skills in pottery and weaving.

Chavin Culture Unifies a Region Archaeologists have pieced
together a chronology of various cultures that left their mark on
the Andean region over the course of 2,000 years. The earliest of
these was the Chavin (chah VEEN) culture, named for ruins at
Chavin de Huantar (chah VEEN day WAHN tahr). There, in about
900 B.C., people built a huge temple complex. Archaeologists are
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not sure of the Chavin political structure, but they think the cultureg
religion unified people throughout northern and central Peru. Chayiy,
arts and religion continued to influence later peoples of Peru as well,

The Moche Build a Culture Between A.D. 100 and A.D. 700, thg
Moche (MOH chay) people—named after their most famous city—forgeq
a civilization along the arid north coast of Peru. Skilled Moche farmeyg
developed methods for fertilizing the soil and used canals to irrigate thgl
land. Their leaderls built roads and organized networks of relay runnepg
to carry messages, ideas that another Andean civilization, the Incg.
would later adopt.

At the city of Moche, builders constructed the largest adobe structuyg
in the ancient Americas. Adobe is a mixture of clay and plant fibers tha |
becomes hard as it dries in the sun. Moche artisans perfected skills in
textile production, goldworking, and woodcarving and produced ceramig
vessels in lifelike imitation of people and animals.

Cultures of the Southern Andes Many other Andean cultureg
emerged, and some left behind intriguing clues about their lives and
beliefs. Between about 200 B.C. and A.D. 600 along the southern coast g
Peru, the Nazecd (NAHS kah) people etched geoglyphs in the desert. A
geoglyph is a figure or line made on Earth’s surface by clearing aways
Cultures of the Andes _ rocks and soil. The Nazca geoglyphs include straight lines that run for
For more than 2'.000 years, cultures of varying miles as well as giant birds, whales, and other animals. Most researchers
sizes developed in the Andean region. think that th lvoh iod ¢ of soiritual .
Although not all as powerful as the Inca, most ink tha e geog }tp s carried some sort of spiritual meaning.

The city of Huari (WAH ree) developed east of the Nazca culture. i

left behind fascinating clues to their skills and
interests—such as this Moche laughing-man controlled much of Perw’s mountain and coastal areas. At the same timey

vessel (top right) and Nazca spider geoglyph a powerful city, Tiahuanaco (tee ah wah NAH koh), developed on the
(bofﬁomoc',ghtg' "? thebr t-::%og of W?h’Ch earlier  gouthern shores of Lake Titicaca, in modern-day Bolivia. It reigned ove
culture:aid the inca BUNG LUACO: parts of modern-day Argentina, Chile, and Peru. Man;

r of the same artistic styles appear at Huari an
' L-*-. Tiahuanaco, leading scholars to think that these tw¢
T southern powers shared religious or trade affiliations

& Checkpoint What was unique about the Nazca
culture of the Andes?
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N Inca Rulers Maintain a Large Empire
Vi The most powerful of the Andean civilizations—the Inca civilization—
came into being in the 1100s with the founding of its first dynasty.

the For the next three centuries, the Inca civilization stood out no more than
red | any other. But in 1438, a historic change occurred. Pachacuti Inca
ers yupanqui (pahch ah KOO tee ING kuh yoo PANG kee), a skilled warrior
the and leader, proclaimed himself Sapa Inca, or emperor.
ers From his small kingdom at Cuzco in a high mountain valley, Pachacuti
1ca, set out on a campaign of conquest. Once he subdued neighboring peoples,
he enlisted them in his armies. His son, emperor Topa Inca Yupanqui,
ure continued the expansion. With Cuzco as its capital, the resulting empire
hat gtretched more than 2,500 miles along the Andes, from Ecuador in the
S in north to Chile in the south.
mic

The Emperor Rules Over All The Sapa Inca held
absolute power. Claiming to be divine, the son of the sun

res itself, he was also the empire’s religious leader. Gold, con- . Bloc n AP“v

and gidered the “sweat of the sun,” served as his symbol. His

st of queen, the Coya, carried out important religious duties i

t. A and sometimes governed in his absence. Growing up, Pachacuti Inca Yupanqui (13917-
way The Sapa Inca laid claim over all the land, herds, 14737) did not seem destined to rule the Inca
\ for mines, and people of his empire. Thus the people had no people. True, his father, Viracocha, was their king.
hers personal property, so there was little demand for items for But Viracocha had chosen another son—Urcon—as

barter or sale. As a result, trade did not play a major role

his successor.

e It in the Inca economy. Instead, the Sapa Inca kept the peo- According to Inca sagas, one day the army of a
ime, ple fed and public works projects staffed using a labor tax. powerful neighboring people, the Chanca, threatened
the Periodically, he would call upon men of a certain age to to sweep down on Cuzco. With the Changa army
over serve as laborers for short periods, perhaps a few months. quickly approaching, Viracocha and Ur.con W'_thdrew
. e from Cuzco to a nearby fort. Pachacuti remained to

Tany By so doing, he could access millions of laborers at once. . ; N
I ) fficient t Nobl led defend the city, commanding the army and inspiring
and ey e T i e A el his warriors on to a stunning victory. Pachacuti then
two the provinces along with local chieftains whom the Inca set himself up as king of Cuzco, eventually reuniting
ons. armies had conquered. Below them, officials carried out the entire Inca state under his rule. What traits and
the day—to-day business of enforcing laws and organizing skills must Pachacuti have needed to become

= labor. Specially trained officials kept records on a quipu, emperor? .

a collection of colored strings that were knotted in differ-
ent ways to represent various numbers. Scholars think
[ that the Inca, who never invented a writing system, may have used qui-
Pus to record economic, bureaucratic, religious, and other information.

3 - Uniting the Empire To unite their empire, the Inca imposed their lan-
e Buage, Quechua (KECH wuh), and their religion on the people they con- Vocabulary Builder

Quered. They also created one of history’s great road networks. At its  network—(NET wurk) n. a widely

o Sreatest extent, it wound about 14,000 miles through mountains and  distributed group of things that work
deserts, passing through an area inhabited by almost 10 million people. together as a unit or system
Hundreds of bridges spanned rivers and deep gorges. Steps were cut into

: steep slopes and tunnels dug through hillsides. The expanse of the Inca

]i ' road system was unmatched in the early Americas.

; The roads allowed armies and news to move rapidly throughout the

i fmpire. At stations set regular distances apart, runners waited to carry

II}e'SS&Iges. Relays of runners could carry news of a revolt swiftly from a

Stant province to the capital. Inca soldiers stood guard at outposts
t}"mughout the empire. Within days of an uprising, they would be on the

y Move to crush the rebels. Ordinary people were restricted from using the
S foads at a1,
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The Heights of Inca Stonework
Machu Picchu is the most impressive
example of Inca stonework. Built high in the
Andes, the large complex of buildings sits at
an elevation of more than 7,000 feet.
Agricultural terraces line the surrounding
hillsides. What challenges do you think the
Inca faced when building in such a
location?

Cuzco as Capital All roads led through Cuzco. People from all the cul-
ture groups ruled by the empire lived in the city. Members of a given
group lived in a particular part of the city and wore the traditional cloth.
ing and practiced the traditional crafts of their region of origin. In the
heart of the city stood the great Temple of the Sun, its interior walls lineq
with gold. Like Inca palaces and forts, the temple was made of enormoug
stone blocks, each polished and carved to fit exactly in place without mor-
tar used to secure it. Inca engineers were so precise that many of their
buildings have surviyed severe earthquakes.

¥ Checkpoint Describe three ways that the Inca united their empire.

Daily Life of the Inca

The Inca strictly regulated the lives of millions of people within their
empire. The leaders of each Inca village, called an ayllu (EYE loo), carried
out government orders. They assigned jobs to each family and organizing
the community to work the land. Government officials arranged mar-
riages to ensure that men and women were settled at a certain age.

Farming the Land Inca farmers expanded step terraces built by ear-
lier Andean peoples. They carved out flat strips of land on steep hillsides
and built stone walls to hold the land in place. The terraces the Inca cre-
ated kept rains from washing away the soil and made farming possible in
places where naturally flat land was scarce.

Farmers spent part of each year working land for their community,
and part working land for the emperor and the temples. The government
allotted part of each harvest to specific groups of people or for particular
purposes. It stored the rest in case of disasters such as famine.

Mastering Metalwork and Weaving The Inca were some of the
most skilled metalworkers in the Americas. They learned to work and alloy,
or blend, copper, tin, bronze, silver, and gold. While they employed copper



and bronze for useful objects, they reserved precious metals for statues of
gods and goddesses, eating utensils for the nobles, and decoration.

The Inca also mastered the art of weaving, a practice passed down to
them from earlier Andean peoples. They raised cotton and sheared the
wool from llamas and alpacas to create colorful textiles to be worn as
clothing or as adornments, such as belts and bags.

Medical Advances The Inca developed important medical practices,
including surgery on the human skull. In such operations, they cleaned the
area to be operated on and then gave the patient a drug to make hiin or her
unconscious—procedures similar to the modern use of antiseptics and anes-
thesia. The Inca also used medical procedures to mummify the dead.

Religion and Ritual The Inca worshipped many gods linked to the
forces of nature. People offered food, clothing, and drink to the guardian
spirits of the home and the village. Each month had its own festival, from
the great ripening and the dance of the young maize to the festival of the
water. Festivals were celebrated with ceremonies, sports, and games. .

A powerful class of priests served the gods. Chief among the gods was
Inti, the sun god. His special attendants, the “Chosen Women,” were
selected from each region of the empire. During years of training, they
studied the mysteries of the religion, learned to prepare ritual food and
drink, and made the elaborate wool garments worn by the Sapa Inca and
the Coya. After their training, most Chosen Women continued to serve
Inti. Others joined the Inca’s court or married nobles.

v/ Checkpoint How did the Inca excel in the arts and in medicine?

Looking Ahead

At its height, the Inca civilization was a center of learning and political
power. But in 1525, the emperor Huayna Capac (WY nuh kah PAHK) died
suddenly of illness. Civil war broke out over which of his sons would
reign next, weakening the empire at a crucial moment—the eve of the
arrival of Spanish invaders.
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advantages?

E Terms, People, and Places Comprehension and Critical Thinking

+ 1. Place each of the key terms at the 3. Demonstrate Reasoned Judgment

+  beginning of the section into one of the Why do you think that many separate

s following categories: culture, economy, cultures developed in the Andes before
+  and technology. the Inca?

. " 4, Draw Conclusions Explain three ways
. Note Taking in which you think the Inca system of

+ 2. Reading Skill: Contrast Use your roads strengthened the empire.

E completed chart to answer the Focus 5. Identify Points of View From the

’ Question: What characterized the cul- point of view of the Inca people, what

¢ tures and civilizations that developed in might be some advantages of having an
: the Andes? absolute ruler? What might be some dis-
]
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Progress Monitoring Online
For: Self-quiz with vocabulary practice
Web Code: naa-0621

@ Wwriting About History

Quick Write: Gather Details When you
write a narrative essay, you often need to
gather details about your topic. Suppose
you want to write a narrative about the life
of the Sapa Inca. Conduct research to find
descriptions of the Sapa Inca’s life and
illustrations of artifacts that related to his
rule. You may want to research a particular
Sapa Inca, such as Pachacuti.
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