
A Brief Summary of Anglo-Irish History
	
	The Normans invaded Britain in 1066, they landed in Ireland a century later in 1169. For most of the Middle Ages Ireland was ruled as a separate kingdom under the Engish Crown. Although the area they controlled was just the eastern part shown in dark red on the left. Gradually they extended their control, but it was not until 1603 that the Crown gained complete control of Ireland.
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	The northern province of Ulster was a hot-bed of Catholic feudal resistance.   The English solution was to confiscate the Lords’ land, break it into small pieces and give the chunks to protestant farmers from Scotland. Breaking the land into small pieces was designed to make it hard for the Irish lords to repurchase their lands from the new owners. The use of this solution is the foundation of the problem of Northern Ireland today.


	The English army under Oliver Cromwell invaded Ireland immediately after the English Civil War to suppress Catholic resistance. Cromwell was short of cash to pay his troops at the end of the invasion. He confiscated 80% of the land (Orange areas above) for his troops in lieu of money. The evicted landowners received poor quality land in remote parts of western Ireland in exchange.  (Green areas above)
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	During the 1700s the British tried to govern a volatile island.  Irish unrest was responded to by draconian legislation that attempted to stamp out Irish language, religion, tradition, sports, culture and rights to own land.  In 1801 the British attempted a global solution to the "Irish Problem" by creating the United Kingdom of Great Britain & Ireland. The solution pleased nobody in Ireland; the Protestant ruling class lost their independence, and the Catholics did not receive back any of the rights they had lost in the 1700s.
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	Within a United Kingdom, the Irish started to struggle for reform. The Catholic Association founded in 1823 led the cause for Catholic free worship and right to own land. Then the Potato Famine caused enormous upheavals as the population of Ireland fell from 9 million to 3 million in just three years. The Irish believed a London government would not have let this tragedy happen in mainland Britain. Further armed unrest followed, supported by guns and money from Irish emigrants in America.

	The Irish advocated politically for the right to govern themselves.  Legislation in parliament was defeated every time it was proposed during the 1800s, but the 1912 Home Rule Bill passed.  It should have become law in 1914, but the First World War started and it never made the statute book.

A small rebellion - the Easter Rising of 1916 - was put down quickly by the   British, but mishandling by the British resulted in many of the leaders acquiring the status of martyrs.   This tipped public opinion in favor if Irish independence. Three years of bitter guerilla war followed, with the Irish battling the British, and also each other, with atrocities on all sides.  A truce was finally signed in 1921 creating The Irish Free State in the South and the continuation of Northern Ireland as part of the United Kingdom.




