rfare continued to change. Standing armies, based partly on
eription, grew ever larger and more cxpensive. Stamwding
necessitated betrer-disciplined and berrer-trained sol-
nd led to the education of officers in milieary schools.
Lo introduced the use of linear rather than square for-
o provide greaver flexibility and mobility in tactics,
also an increased use of firearms as the musket with
onet increasingly replaced the pike in the rattks of
naval arms race in the seventeenth cenrury led
gper warships or capital ships known as “ships
the end of the sevenrcenth century, most of
theee decks and were capable of carrying
1e hundred heavy cannon.
navies could be maintained anly by levy-
aking war 4 greater cconomic burdern
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Rebellions
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af many Buropean governmen
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of traditional powerful elements
efforts. At the same time, to fight 1
increased taxes and created such har
ple alsa rose in opposition.

Berween 1590 and 1640, peasant an
erupted in central and southern France, AU
In the decades of the 18408 and 1650s, e
osecurred, Portugal and Catalonia rebelled ag
government in 1640, The common people
Sicily revolted against both the government as
nobility in 1647, Russia, too, was rocked by urbar
1641, 1645, and 1648, Mobles rebelled in Pramce fr
1652 in an effort to halt the growth of royal po
northern stares of Sweden, Denmark, and the Unite

ked the domestic stabilicy
To incresse their power,
authoricy ar the expenss
o resisted the mulers’
¢ battles, governments
that commaon peo

ower-class revolis

Ereater unrest
st the Spanish
Maples and
the landed
risings in
1648 to
r. The

nobles, and mercantile groups, The most famous and
ranging struggle, however, was the civil war and rebelli
England, commonly known as the English Rewolution {
cussed later in this chapter).

The Practice of Absolutism:

Western Europe

=l FOCUS QUESTION: What was absclutism in theory,
( ) and how did its actual practice in France reflect or difter
Bt irom the theory?

Abselute monarchy or absolutism meant that the soveréign
power or ultimare authority in the state rested in the hands of
a king who caimed to rule by divine pght. But what did

sovereignty mean? The late-sixteenth-century political theorig
Jean Baodin (ZHAHN boh-DAMN) believed that sovereign
power consisted of the authority Lo pake laws, tax, administe;
justice, control the state’s administrative system, and derer.
mine foreign policy, These powers made a ruler soversign.

One of the chief theorists of divine-right monarchy in
the seventeenth century was the French theologian and coney
preacher Bishop Jacques Bossuet (ZHAHEK  baw-SWaY,
{1627-1704), who expressed his ideas in a book titled Polities
Divawent from the Very Words of Holy Seriphure. Bossuet argued
first that government was divinely ordained so that humans
could live In an organized sodecy. God esrablished kings and
through them reigned over all the peoples of the world.
Since kings received their power from God, their authority
was ahsolure. They were responsible w0 no one {inr.luding
parlisments) except God. For Bossuet, though, his last point
was especially important, Because God wouid hold a king ac-
countable for his actions, Bossuet believed that kings faced
serious responsibilities as well as real limits on their pawer.
There was alsa a large gulf berween the theory of absolutism
as expressed by Bossuet and the practice of dbsolutism. A
monarch’s absolute power was often limited greatly by prac-
tical realities.

lute Monarchy in France

ring the reign of Louis XIV (1643-1715) bas pradi-
en regarded as the best cxample of the practice of
cnarchy in the seventeetith century. French cul-
¢, and manners influenced all levels of European
diplomacy and wars shaped the political affairs
central Burope. The court of Louis XIV
itated everywhere in Europe. Of course, the
reign was magnified by the instability that
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