Name:__________________________________________________ 		Period:_________________
Directions: Skim through the following article and answer the questions in complete sentences. This is due on Wednesday 4/19 at the beginning of class. 
1. What issues did the Colonists have with the English rule? 
2. What were two ways the Colonists rebelled against the English? Explain what type of power was being used by both the Colonists and English. 
3. What was the Declaration of Independence, what did the Colonists want?
4. Define Constitutionalism.
5. What were the Articles of Confederation?
6. What were the problems with the Articles of Confederation?
7. How did the Constitution aim to fix the Articles of Confederation?
8. Explain the major compromises that were made in the Constitution?
9. What is the Electoral College?
10. What is the difference between Federalists and Anti-Federalists?
11. What argument did the Anti-Federalists make?
12. What argument did the Federalists make?
13. What is the Bill of Rights? 
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Asaresult, it had difficulty supplying the troops
with arms and provisions. Mary solders had o fght
‘without adequate weapons, uniforms,or food to
sustain them.

By the war's end, many Americans wereskepti-
cal of Congress' bilty o govern the new nation
Some believed that the country needed a stron; uler
o ensure stablity. The obvious choice was George
Washington, commander of the army nd hero of
the revolution.

In 1782, an army offcer who longed for such a
srong rulr wrote a leterto Washinglon.In it,he
expressed his hope, shared by many of his elow
officers, tha the independent American states would
be joined into *a kingdom with Washingion as the
head.” The general was appalled. He had foughi for
100 Long to sever ties with a monarchy (0 aspie to
becoming new ki, He responded o his admire,

‘Be assured Sir, no occurrence in the course of
the War, has give me more painful sensations
than your information of there being such
ideas existing in the Army ... banish these
thoughts from your mind,

—George Washington, 1782

Although Washington rejected the idea of an Ameri-
can monarchy,this incident hinted at some of the
diffcultes facing the new American government.

3.4 Putting Ideas to Work:
Framing New Constitutions

“The Aticles of Confederation was only one of many
new plans o government drafed during the war,
Each of the 13 statesaso needed a constitution. As
leadersin each sate et about this task,they found
fese models to guide them. England did not have

a written constltution. 1t system of government
was based on an assortment of aws, policis, and.
customs developed over the centuries, When it came
1 writing formal consttutions, the Americans were
on ther own.

State Constitutions: Giving Power to the People:
In framing their new plans of government, state
lawmakers demonstrated their commitment to
constitutionalism, or the idea that government

should be based on an established set of principles.
‘These principles included popular sovereignty, lim-
ited government, the rule of law, and majoriy rule
‘The Jwmakers also separated the powers of govern-
ment by creating executive, legislative, and judicial
branches, just as Montesquieu had described.

In addition, allstate constitutions began with
statement of individual rights. The first of these, the.
Virginia Declaration of Rights, was adopted in June
1776 25 part of Virginia's constitution. It served as a
‘model for other state constitutions and later for the
U.S. Bill of Rights.

“The governsients created under the new state
constitutions derived their power from the people.
However, they were not completely democratic. The
states typically limited voting rights o white men who.
paid taxes or owned 2 certain amount of property.
None of the original 13 state consttutions specif
cally outlawed slavery, and alstates south of Penn-
sylvania denied slaves equal rights as human beings.

Governing Under the Articles of Confederation
‘The national government created under the Artcles
of Confederation was much weaker than the govern-
ments established in the states. Although some
members of Congress wanted a strong central
government, the majority preferred a loose confed-
eration, with most powers remaining at the state
level, The Artices emphasized that each state would
retain ts “soverelgty, freedom, and independence.”
‘Any power not specificall given to Congress was
reserved for the sates

‘The government created under the Artcles
consisted only of a congress, with members chosen
by the states. It had neither an executive to carry out
Laws nor a judicial branch o setle legal questions. On
paper,atleast, Congress did have several key powers.
1t could declare war, negotiate with foreign countries,
‘and establish & postal system, It could also setle
disputes between states, But it had no power to impose
taxes, which meant it was often starved for funds.

Despite these limitations, Congress held the
nation together through years of war. Italso enacted
atleast one landmark picce of legilation, the North-
west Ordinance of 1787, This law established pro-
cedures for the creation of new states in the
Northwest Territory, a region bounded by the Ohio
and Mississippi ivers. The Northwest Ordinance
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served 133 modelfor all eritories tht lter entered
the Union a states.

For the most part, however, the government cre-
ated by the Articles of Confederation was a fulure.
Lacking the pover t levy taxes, Congeess could not
rse the funds needed to support the Continental
Army. Ithad to borrow heavly 0 fund the revolu-
tion. After the war, it had no way o rase unds to
repay those debis.

Equallytroubling, Congress lacked power o
contol rade among the states. Afer the war, staes
began setting up trade barriers and quarre
among themselvs. Matters came (0. head when
farmers, led by Daniel Shays, attacked a federal.
assenal i Springfild, Massachusets, Although

‘Shays’ Rebelion was finally put down by state

Mending the Articles of Confoderation

® Cuuprers

troops, it revealed howw litle Congress could do to
hold together the increasingly unstable country.

By 1786, it was clear to many of the nation’
leaders that the government formed under the
Acticles was not working, That all epresentatives
from various states met at Annapolis, Maryland, o
discuss trade ssues. While there,they issued a call
for a consittional convention to meet theflloving
year in Philadelphia

In theory, the purpose of the convention was
o revise the Artiles of Confederation. Once the
delegates met, however,they decided to scrap the
Antices and ereate an entirely new constitation.

The table below liss some of the weaknesses of the
‘Aniicles and explains how they were eventualy fixed
under the new plan of government.
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Convening the Constitutional Convention
On May 25, 1787, the Consttutional Convention
began. Delegates from all the states except Rhode
sland came together o the Pennsylvania State House
ia Philadelphia,lster known as Independence Hall
“They met in the same room where the Declaration of
Independence had been signed 11 years before.

‘The 55 delegates were prominent in American
politcal lfe. Al were white men. Among them were
former soldiers, governors, members of Congress,
and men who had drafied state constitutions. Their
average age was 42.

“The delegates represented a wide range of per-
sonalities and experience. At 81, Benjamin Franklin
was the senior member. The wisdom and wit of
this writer, inventor, and diplomat enlvened the
proceedings. George Washington lent dignity to the
gathering, while his former miltary aice Alexander
Hamilton brought intellectua brillince, Other del-
cgates,like Roger Sherman of Connectcut, contrib
uted legal and business experience. James Madison
of Virginia was perhaps the most profound political
thinker and the best prepared of al the delgates.

Several key figures were not at the convention.
Both Thomas Jeferson and John Adams were in
Europe, serving as U.. diplomats. On reading over
the delegates’ names, efferson described the conven
tion as“an assembly of demigods.”

Other leaders,like Samuel Adams of Massachu-
setts and Patrick Henry of Virginia, were suspicious
of efforts o strengthen the central government.
“They too, did not attend.

During the convention, no one played a greater
role then Madison. Although he was just 36 years
old, he had aleady served in Congress and the
Virginia legislature, He was a serious student of
politis and democratc theory. As the meetings got
underway, he took detaled notes of the discussions
and worked tirelssly to promote the new plan. For
hiscole inshaping the new framework, he s rightly
called the Father of the Constitution.

Reaching a Compromise on Representation
The first thing the delegates did was elect George
Washington as the convention's presiding officer.
‘They also adopted rules of procedure, including a vow
of secrecy. Although it was stiflingly hot and humid
in Philadelphia that summer, they shut the doors and

windows of their meeting room to keep the proceed-
ings private. They knew that the public was intensely
curious sbout heir discussions, and they did not
want public pressure 0 affect thlr decisions.

Nex,the Virginia delegates, who favored a
strong nationsl government, put forth a plan for
4 new consitution. The Virginia Plan, ritten
miily by James Madison, was clarly desgned to
replace the Arices, not to revise them. It called for a
government of three branches. The legislative branch
would make the laws,the executiv branch would
carry outthe laws, and the udicial branch would
interpre thelavis.

Under the Virgina Plan, the new gosernment
would have s bicameral, o two-house, legislature.
“Th Virgina Plan proposed that representation in
both houses should be based on the population of
each state. This would give the more populous states
more representativs, and thus more influence, than
states with smaller populations

For about two weeks the delegatesdiscussed the
detals of the Virginia Plan. Some thought it gave
100 much poer o the national government. Some
opposed a bicameral legisiature. Morcover, the
smallerstates did not like thei representation in
‘Congess being ied o population.

‘On June 13, William Paterson of New Jersey
introduced an aternative approach. The Ne Jersey
Plan proposed a sercs of amendments o the Artcles
of Confederation. These changes would have created
a somesehat more powerful national government with
a unicameral, o one-house, legisature in which all
states had equal representation.

Delegatesfrom the smallr states welcomed the
NewJersey Plan. Butafer severaldays of debate, the
convention voted toreject ths proposal and return
o discussion of the Virginia Plan.

For the next month,the delegates debated the
Virginia Plan point by poiat. They continued o
argue about the criical issu of epresentation in
Gongress. The debate grew so hated at times that
some delegats threatened to walk out.

Finally, Roger Shermian of Connecticut proposcd
a compromise designed to satsfy both sides. His
plan called for a bicamerl egislature with a different
form of representation in each house. In the Senate,
sates would have equal representation. In the House:
of Representaives, states would have representation
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based on their populations, Sherman's plan, known
as the Great Compromise, resolved the thorny
isue of representation in Congress and alowed the
canvention to move forward

Compromises on Slavery and Commerce.
Other issues also divided the delegates. Those from.
northern sates differed sharply with those from
southern states on questions of slavery and com-
‘merce, Many northern delegates wanted the consti-
tation to include a provision for abolishing slavery.
But most southerners opposed ending a system of
labor on which their agricultaral economy depended.

‘These differences over slavery spilled into debates
on representation and taxes, Since most laves ived
in the South, delegates from the South wanted slaves.
tobe counted when determining representation
in the House of Representatives. Yt they did not
wanit slaves counted when determining each state’s
share of taxes to support the national government.
‘The graph above shows which states had large slave
populations t that time.

In contrast, delegates from the North wanted
slaves to be counted for taxation, but not when
determining representation. Afier much debate, the
delogatesreached another important compromise. For
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‘purposes of both representation and taxation, a slave.
aeas o be counted s three-fifths ofall “free persons.”

The Three-Fifths Compromise helped hold the
new nation together. However, by reatinga slave as
less than  free person, this provision contradicted
the basic ideal of equaliy set forth i the Declara-
tion of Independence. This contradiction between
democratic deals and the crul inequality of slavery.
would haunt the nation for decades to come and
would eventually result in the Civil War.

Delegates rom the North and South aso argued
over commerce. Northerners favored giving Con-
gres broad povers to control trade. Southerners
worried that Congress might outlaw the slave trade
and place heavy taxes on souther exports of rops,
such as cotton and tobacco. Again the delegates
reached a compromise. Congress would have the
power to regulate foreign and interstate commerce,
butit could not tax exports, and it could not outlaw
the slave trade until 1805

Croating the Executive Branch: One Hoad or Many?
Another major ssue concerned the formation of the
exccutive branch. Some delegates waned a single
exceutive to head the governmen. Others were
concerned that giving povwe (0. single leader might
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give rise to a monarchy or tyranny. Instead they
favored an exccutive committee made up of at least
two members. In the end, however, the delegates
voted for a single president.

“The nest question was how to choose the presi-
dent. Some delegates thought Congress should do it
while others favored popular elections. They finally
decided to set up aspecial body called the Flectoral
College. This body would be made up of lectors
from each state who would cast votes to elect the
president and vice president. Each state would have
as many electors as the number of senators and
representatives it sent to Congress. Adding the two
senators to the number of lectors from each state
boosted the influence of smallstates and of those
with large slave populations.

On September 17, 1787, after months of hard
work, the Constitution was signed by 39 of the 42
delegates present. The document they signed that
day began with these ringing words:

We the People of the United Stats, in Order
to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice,
nsure domestic Tranguilty, provide for the
comimon defence, promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of Liberty fo owrselves
and our Postrity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution or the United States of America

Afte that it was up to the states to decide whether
this plan of government would indeed establish "a
more perfect Union.

35 Ratifying the Constitution
‘The Constitution included a provision for ratifica
tion. To go into efect, the new plan of government
would need to be ratified by atleast 9 ofthe 13 states
Ratification was o take place a state conventions
made up of delegates elected for this purpose.
Success was by no means assured.

“The pro-ratification effort was led by supporters
of the Constitution wha called themselves Federal-
ists. They favored the creation ofa strong federal
government that shared power with the states. Their
opponents were known as Anti-Federalists. These
were people who prefered the loose association of
states established under the Articles of Confdera
tion. The battle betuween these two groups was played
outin the press, i state egislatures, and at the state
ratfying conventions.

eder

Anti ists Speak Out Against the Canstitation
Anti-Federalists opposed the Constitution for various
reasans. Some worried about the increased powers
of taxation granted to the national government,

Only 3 ofthe riginal
S5 daegetossgnod
tho Consttuton on
Septomoer 17,1767
Thieen deegateshad
etumad home before
tha conclsion f the
conventon, and hree
othrs rafused o sign
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Others were concerned that the government would
createa large standing army or thata federal court
system would overrule state court.

Anti-Federalists, however, had two chief com-
plaints sbout the proposed Constitution. The first
weas,as Virginia delegate, George Mason, pointed
out, “There is no Declaration of Rights,” o a bill of
rights. The second was that the Constitution would
make the national goverament too powerful. Mason
worried that “the laws of the general government”
would be “paramount to the laws and constitutions
of the several states.”

The Anti-Federalists feared that a strong national
government would lead to tyranny. They believed
that the states, being smaller, were more able o rep-
resent the people’s rights and preserve demacracy.
For that reason, they argued that the staes, not the
national government, should hold most ofthe pover.

“The Anti-Federalist comp initally included some
of the eading Agures of the American Revolution,
including Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, and John
Hancock. In their minds, the Consitution repre-
sented a betrayal of the demcratic ideals that had
motivated the American Revolution.

Foderalists Defend the Constitution
I the face of such eritcism, the Federalists mounted
aspirited defense of the Constitution. Three men led
this campaign: Alexander Hamilton, James Madison,
and John Jay. Hamilton and Madison had helped.
frame the Constittion. Jay was a prominent New.
Yorklaswyer, diplomat, and politcal leader who had
played a key role in the revolution.

Together, these men wrote a series of 85
essays known as The Federalist Papers
These essays were published over the
course of several months and madea strong
case for the new plan of government. Some
historians have called the publication of
these papers one of the most powerful public
relstions campaigns in hisory.

The Federalist Papers authors explained
the key features of the Constitution and tried
to undercut the claims of their opponents. In
The Federalist No. 10, for example, Madison addressed
the Anti-Federalists' charge that it would be impossible
to make repesentative government work over a large
territory lke the United States. Madison countered.

2 Cuaprers

that the sze of the United States was actually an
advantage in establishing a representative govern:
ment, Because such a government would represent
50 many people it would be lesslikely to fall under
the sway of factions, or groups that want power for
selfish ends. The governments of small nations, he
argued, were more prone to being taken over by
factions, because factions find it easer to win overa
smallpopulation than a large one. As Madison wrote,

The fewer the distinet parties and interess,
the more feguently will a majority be found
of the same party; and the smaller the number.
of ndividuals composing a majority, ... the
mare eqsly willthey... execute thir plans of
oppression. Extend thesphere [to  lrger gov
ernment], and you 1ake in a greater variety of
parties nd interests; you make it lss probable |
that a majority of the whole will have a commors
mtive o invade the rightsof ofher ctizens. i
—James Madison,
The Federalist No. 10, 1787 i
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In The Federalist No. 51, Madison addressed the
concern that a strong national government would
Iead to tyranny. He explained how the checks and
balances builtinto the Constitution were designed
to keep this from happening, *If men were angels,
e wrote, “no government would be necessary.
1f angels were to govern,” he continued, “neither
external nor internal conirols on government would
be necessary.” In a government of men, he argued,
“ambition must be made to counteract amt

Itis impossible to know how many minds were
changed by these essays. But over more than two.
centuries, these have proved to be invaluable insights
to the thinking and intentions of the Constitution’s
framers

“The Constitution Goos into Effect
By January 1788, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New
Jersey had ratiied the Constitution. Georgia and

Connectictsoon fllawed.In Masschuset,hov:
everthe ratifing conventon deadiocked over akey
Iose:th ak of s bl af ights. Afer much debte
{he Masachusesdelegates agred oty after
eceving ssuance tht such s ofights would
beadded afer ratifcaion

"Amumber ofother stts i viththe ame
udesanding By the summer o 178, sl bt o
St had tied. The Contuton wasnowin
i, North Carolina would o he new union i
1789,and Rhode ldand n 170,

Ncanile Congrss prepared t make way [
e new government lcionswere hld for the
Sente and House of epresentatvs. A dat wis s
et Febrary 1789 for the st presiental clcion.

The winner f that cleton by uaimous vote
i the Electral Collge wa George Washingion.
The forme geneathad previouly eired tohis
home, Mount Vernon,n Virginia, Bu h answered

O Aprl 3, 1785, George Washington was nsugur

othe hands ofthe American psaglo.”

th tin's st rasdont N York Gy
e spoke o “the rapublcan modal o gverrmant” as an “exporimententusizd
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the call to duty and made his way to New York City,
the seat of the first federal government. There, in
Federal Hall on April 30, 1789, Washington placed
his hand on a Bible, and like every president since
that day, repeated this solemn oath:

1do solemnly swear for afirm) that I will
Jaithfiy exccute the affice of President of he
United States, and will o the best of my ability,
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution
of the United States,

8 36 Adding the Bill of Rights

In his inaugural speech, President Washington urged
Congress to mave quickly to draft  bill ofrights

for the Canstitution, Those amendments, he sid,
should show “a reverence for the characteristic rights
of freemen and a regard for public harmony.” In
urging Congress o take o ths task, Washington
was acting on promises made during the ratification
process. He knew that without the pledge of a bill of
rights,the Constitution would not have been ratfied.

Propasing a Listof Rights
No one was more aware of that pledge than James
Madison. He had made justsuch a promise while
Iobbying for raification in his home sate of
Virginia. Asa new member of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Madison immediately st out to drafl
abillof ights.

Like most Federalists, Madison had initally
‘opposed abill f rights,arguing that the democratic
principles embedded in the Constitution made such
protections unnecessary. Even if one branch of the
new national government tried to curtal the individ
ualrighs ofctizen, he argoed, the other branches
Would actto prevent such abuses,

‘Thomas Jeferson persuaded Madison to change
his mind. In a letter to Madison, Jefferson wrote, “a
bill ofrightsis what the people are entited to against
every government on carth ... and what no just
government should refuse.” Another reason fo add.
inga bill of rights o the Consitution, he observed in
alater leteer to Madison, was “thelegal check which
it putsinto the hands of the judiciary.”

88 Chapuers

In 1789, Madison introduced to Congress a
seris of proposed amendments. His st of rights
drew from the many different proposals made at

the state ratifying conventions. Madison also pulled
ideas from other documents, including the Virginia
Declaration of Rights, adopted in 1776. Another was
the Virginia Statute for Relgious Freedo, written
by Thomas Jefferson in 1779, The English Bill of
Rights was a key influence, s well.

Madison also drew from the writings of Wil-
liam Blackstone, a prominent English lawyer and
judge. In his famous work Commentaries on the
Laws of England, Blackstone wrote extensively about
the *personal liberty” and the “rights of persons.”
Among those rights, Blackstone argued, was liberty
of the press,” which he saw s "essenial o the nature
of a free state.”

Having introduced his bill of rights, Madison
faced an uphill battle getting the amendments

Tha Bilof Righs i n dislay ot o Notional Arhivs i
Washingtan, .. This exbit 5o ousos he Decieraton of
Indepsndenca sndthe Constution. These froe mporiant
documents hat stabishe the fundatn for e US.
overmmentar calactively kiown a5 tho Chartors of Freedon.
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approved by Congress. Some legisltors wanted to
postpone them in favor of more pressing matters
Others wanted to wait il flaws in the new govern-
ment became more apparen. But Madison insisted
o quick action, saying tht the public might other-
wise think “we are not sincere in our desir to
securethose rights.”

Once Congress finally agreed o debate Madison's
proposed amendments,lawmakers were merciless
in thei criticisms. Afier months of debate, Madison
wrote to friend that getting a bill ofrights through
‘Congress had become " nauseous project” I the
end, however, Congress pproved 12 amendments
and passed them on to the states for ratification

Ratifying the Bill of Rights
Moststates quickly ratified the Bill of Rights. By the
summer of 1790, nine states had approved at least

ten of the amendments. Shortly afterward, Vermont
became the 14th sate in the Union, which raised the
number ofsttes necessary for atification to 11, On
December 15, 1791, Virginia became the 11t state
‘o ratfy the Billof Righs.

Two of the proposed amendments, however,
filled to win ratifcation in 1791, The first, dealing
whth the number of members of the House o Rep-
resentatives, was never adopted. The other,limiting
the ability of Cangress o increase the slaries ofts
‘members, was finaly ratifed two centuries ater as
the Twenty-seventh Amendment,

Three of the original 13 states—Geargia, Mas-
sachustts, and Connecticut—failed fo ratfy in 1791,
Allthee finally voted for ratfication in 1939, on
the 150th anniversary of the Bill o Righis. By then,
the Bil of Rights had become an integal part of the
framework of American government.

‘The United States was founded on a et of ideas and principles developed over many centu-
ries, Those ideas helped give rise to a system of representative government based on the rule
of law and a respect fo individual rights and libertes.

Ideas on government Americen colonists drew their deas about government from various
sources,including classical ivilizations, English aw, and Enlightenment philosophy. They
combined those ideas with their own experiences in colonial self government,

Declaring independence Accustomee to self-ule, colonists were quick to react when
Great ritan tried to impose taxes on the colonies. In 1776, the colonies declared them-
selves to be *Free and Independent States ™

Framing consfitutions While ighting for independence, Americans wrote state consttu-
tions and a national plan of government called the Artcles of Confederation. Weaknesses
inthe Articlesled to the framing of  new consttution that gave more power to the national
goverment.

Ratifying the Constitution By 1788, cnough sates had ratified the Constitution to make it
the law of the land. A new government, with George Washington as president, was installed
in 1785,

Adding the Bill o Rights o satsfy critcs of the Constitution, James Madison drafed a
Series of amendments o protect individualrighs. The Bill of Rights as ratiied by the
states in 1791 and became the first ten amendmentsto the Constitution.
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system, each branch would act to limit the power
of the other branches. This principle of separation
of powers was so admired by Americans that they.
applied it to their colonial governments.

Rousseau was a Swiss-born philosopher who spent
much of his life in France. In his book The Social
Contract, Rousseau extended the social contract still
further. He added the idea that for a government
formed by a social contract o have legtimacy, it must
be based on popular sovereignty,or the general will
of the people. He wrote,

The heartof the idea of the social contract may
e stated simply: Each of us places his person
and authority under the supreme direction of
the general wil, and the group receives each
individual as an indivisble part o the whole.
—Jean-Jacgues Rousseau,
The Social Contract, 1762

Roussean further argued that if a government
acted contrary to the general will, it had broken the
Social contract and should be dissolved. Many colo-
il leaders agreed vith Rousseau that government
should be based on the will of the people. Thomas
Paine, whose book Common Sense helped push the
colonies toward independence, was particularly
influenced by Rousseau’ writings.

' 33 From Ideas to Independence:
The American Revolution

The colonists gathered ideas about government from
many sources and traditions. But these ideas did not
all come from the study of ancient history or European
philosophy. They were also shaped by the colonists
everyday experiences of i in colonial America.

Colonial Experience with Self-Government
Most of the 13 colonies were established under
royal chartersissued by the king. These charters
gave ultimate power to the king and his appointed
officials. But because the colonies were so far from
Britain, the charters left asignificant amount of local
control in the hands of the colonists themselves

In several colonies,the setlers modified their
royal charters or added other agreements. One

@ Chapter3

‘example of an early agreement was the Mayflower

Compact. This historic document was named afer
ihe Mayfover th mll sipthat brovght Englsh |
colonists to Massachusets in 1620,

Before the setlers landed, they drew up a com-
pact, or agreement, for the governing of the new.
colony. In this compact,they agreed to ive ina
“Civl Body Politc.” They also agreed to obey “just
and equal Laws” enacted by representativesof their
choosing “for the general good of the Colony.” This
was the first writen framework for scl-government
in the American colanies.

New England colonists soon developed their o
form of local government, a version of direct democ|
acy known asthe town meeting. At these meetings,
residents could discussissues and make decisions
thataffected their community

Later, in 1641, colonists in Massachusetts creat
New England's first code of laws,called the Massa-
chusets Body of Libertis. Following i the traditio
of English government, his code guaranteed certain
basicrights to the colonss,

By the carly 17005, most colonies had developed
a governing structure of exccutive,legislative, and
judicial branches. The executive was a governor,
usually appointed by the king, Royal governors had
substantial power,although that power could be
partlylimited by coloniallgislatures,

The legislatures typically consisted of tw houses
“The upper house was a council appointed by the
governor. The lower house was an lected assemmbly
with membes chosen by voters i the calony.

“The frst elected assembly in the colonies was
Virginia's House of Burgesses, stablished in 161,
Later,the other colonies formed elected assemblics.
Like Parliament,these assemblis held the “power
of the purse”—the power to approve new taxes or
spending—which meant they could exercise some
control over the governor.

‘The colonial assemblies were hardly models
of democracy, because in most cases only white,
‘male landowners were allowed (o vote. Nevertheless
the assemblis rflected a belif in sel-government.
They aso affirmed the principle that the colonists
could not be taxed except by their elcted represen-
tatives, Over time, the assemblies would play an
increasingly important role in colonial government.
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From “Benign Noglect” to Armed Rebellion
By the mid-1700s, the olonies were accustomed

to managing their own affairs. Although Britain
provided defense and a market or products grown
or produced in the colonics, it rarely intefered with
the day-to-day business of government.

Inthe 17605, however, Bitin reversed this policy
of “benign neglect” by enforcing taxes and restrictions
on the colonies. This change came about after the
French and Indian War, a war fough against France
and its Indian alles on North American soil,

Britain won the French and Indien War in 1763,
Asaresult, it gained control of Canada and the Ohio
Valley,areas formerly climed by France. To defend
thatteritory, Bitain had to station more troops in
the colonies. The British government argued that the
colonies should pay some of the ost o this added
defense. To achieve that end, Parliament enacted the
Stamp Actin 1765, which said Americans must buy
stamps to place on their deeds, mortgages, liquor
licenses, playing cards, dlmanacs, and newspapers.

‘The colonists were outraged. In their eys, the
stamps were a form of taxation. As Britsh ctizens,
only their lected representatives could tax them,

Tho st epresenaive assambly
incolonia America, Vigii's
Housa of Burgesses, wos
founded n Jamestoun in 1619
buter moved o the new
capialof Wiamsburg Today,
arestoredversion fthe Captol,
where th assombly et is o
ofhe prme aractionsof
Colorial Wilamsurg

Therefore, because the colonies had no representa
tion in Parliament, the taxes were legal.

Raising the cry of “no taxation without repre
sentation,” the colonists united in protest against
the Stamp Act. In response, the Brtish government
cepealed the hated act. But it continued rying to con-
trol the colonies through taxes and other measares.
Protests continued and violence flred. On March 5,
1770, Briish troops shot and killed five agitators in
Boston, an incident known asthe Boston Massacee.

In 1773, Parliament ried again to force the colo-
nies o aceept ts authority, this time by placing a tax
on imported ta. Late thet year, three ships arrived in
Boston Harbor with the frs load o taxed tea
Colonists dressed as Indians emptied 342 chests of
tea into the harbor in defiance of Briish authoriy.

In a belated effort o crack down on such
protests, Parlament imposed sanctions known in
the colonies as the Intolerable Acts. These harsh
penalies further inflamed colonial resistance to
Britsh rule. Hoping o defuse the escalaing conflct,
colonial leaders gathered in Philadelphia in 1774,
‘This assembly, called the First Continental Congress,
called for peaceful opposition to British policies.
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By this time, however, colonial patriots were
already forming militias, or groups of armed
citizens,to defend their rights. On April 19, 1775,
miltia troops from Massachusetts clashed with
Britsh soldicrs i battesat Lexington and Concord.
These skirmishes marked the beginning of the
American Revolution

The Decision to Declare Independence
Shortly afer fighting broke out in Massachusetts,
the Continental Congress met again. The delegates
quickly voted to form a Continental Army made
p of volunteers from llthe colonies, They chose
George Washington,a leading offcer in the Virginia
miltia, o be the new army’s commanding officer
iill, the Congress hesitated to call for & final
break vith Britain. Many delegates hoped instead
that a peaceful resolution could be found. John
‘Adams of Massachusetts, however, was not among
. Ove th et yar, Adams worked sy

Thomas Jofrson shown harovith Barjamin
Franin and Jonn Adans, dafod the
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convince his fellow delegats that independence
should be their goal

Finally,in June 1776, the Congress ormed a
committee to drafta declaration of independence.
This committee consisted of five men: Thomas
Jefferson of Virgini, John Adams of Masschusets,
Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvanis, Roger Sherman
of Connecticut and Robert R. Livingston of New
York The task of craftingthe first draft went t0
Jefferson. A gifted wite steeped in Enlightenment
deas, Jeferson wiote,

We hold these truths 10 be selfeviden, that all
men are created egual, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rghts,that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
"Happiness—That o secure these rights, Govern-
ments are instituted among Men, deriving their
st powers rom the consent ofthe governed.

—Declaration of Independence, 1776
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In these two sentences, Jefferson set forth a vision
of a new kind of nation. Unlike old nations based

on blood ties o conquest, this new nation was born
of two key ideas. The first s that governments are
formed to protect people’s unalienable rights. In &
Slight twist on Locke, Jefferson defined those basic
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pursuit of happiness. The second key idea is that
governments derive “their just powers from the
consent of the governed.”

‘The Declaration gocs o o say that f a govern-
ment fil to protect people’srights, the people should
abolishit and form a new one. To bolster the case for
doing just that, the Declaration details “a long train
of abuses” that violated the colonists’rights. The
document concludes with the bold declaration that

Thee United Coloniesare, and o Right ought
1 be Free and Independen States ... they
are Absolved from.l Allegiance 1o the it
s Crown, and... all political connection
betwen them and the Stateof Great Britain,
s and ought 10 be otalydisolved ... And for
the support of this Declaration, with a firm
rliance on the protection of divne Providence,
we mutually pledge to each otherour Lives, our
Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

Decaraton of Independence, 1776

On July 4, 1776, the members of Congress formally
approved the Declaration of Independence. The
Declaration vas ater writen on parchment for del-
egates to siga. By signing the Declaation, the delegates
were making a formal declaration of war against
what was then the most powerful nation on Earth.

Creating 2 New Government During Wartime
‘The fighting with Great Britain dragged on for five
‘more years, finaly ending in 1781 with the surrender
of the British army at Yorkiown, Virginia. During
his ime, the Continental Conress served s the new
nation's government. It raised troops and supplies for
the war effort, borrowed large sums of moncy, and
negotiated treaties with foreign countrics. Most of
this was done without the backing of a constiution,
but not for ack of trying on the part of Congress.

After decaring ndependence, Congress appointed
a commitee t prepare a pan of government known.
as the Artiles of Confederation. This plan was
approved by Congeess n 1777 and sent o the states
for ratification, or formal approval. The states did
not gt around to spproving the Articles uatil 1781,
just months before the ighting ended.

‘With or without a constitation, Congress had a
hard time managing the war effort. It depended on
the sates for funding and was often short of money.




