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the “natursl laws” governing the social relaonships of
i beigs Montesguin dsingushed fhree base kinds of
Eoverment. epubls sutable fo sl s nd bsed o
Chsen tmohements morsrchy. sppropriat fo middle szed
e 0 grounded in the g o' adesence o v
nd despnin, ap o g e and dependen o e
i cbedince. Monesguie e Eogland 35 exam
i o he second cagory, and 2 was s prie and andyss
o Engnd' consruson tha e t his ot s and.
Lasting, cotsburion o polical hosght—he smportance of
checks and blances cested by meane of  eparaion of
povwes s e hos on 5. 507 He beleved that Englnd's

system, with its separate excautive, Jegislative, and judicial
powers that served o it and contol each e, provied
e et feedom and sty o st o g i
Momesqics misead the Englih siusion and ssed 0n 2
Scparaton. of powers becaae e wanid. the nobiley of
Frace (of which e s 3 merbed) 1o play an s rle 1
g the Fench govemme. The certaton of b ok
inco gl two yeas e publcaion enured that s woukd
e rea by American philosphes,sch a Bejamn Frarn
Jumes Madson, John Adas, Aleander Hanlon, 254
Thomas Jflen, who incoporited s princpes o e
S Comtton e Chiper 19)
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predecessors’ beliefs. Baron Paul d'Holbach (daw-BAHK)
(723-1789), 2 weslthy German arscocrar who seled. n
Paris, presched a docirine of sirc sbefsm and matrilism.
I b Syt of Nature, writen in 1770, he asgoed that very.
hing in the iverse conssted of mater i moton. Human
beings were simply. machines; God was & product of the
human mind and s umecessary for leading 3 moral e
Peapte needed only reaso 10 live in this world: “Let s per
suade. men 1o be st beneficent, moderate, socible; nox
because the gods demand i, but because they mut please
men. Let s adis them to dbstal fom vice nd crmes; ot
because they el be punished i the other world, but becavse
they il sufer for it inthis”? Holbach shocked slmast ll of
s fellow phiosophes with is uncompromising aheis.
Mot intellectals semained. more comforable with defsm
and eatedthe ffct ofabeisn on sociery.

Mariejean de Condorce (ma-REE-ZHAHNH duh kohn-
Gor-SAY) (1743-1794, anothe French phiosophe, made an
exaggersted clim for progress. Condoreet was  victim of he
ol o the French Revolution and wrote his chief work,
The Progres of the Himan Mod, while i hiding dosing the
Relgn of Terror (se Chiprer 19). His survey of human his
tory convinced him that humans had progresed through ine
sges of istory. Now, with th spresd o siene and reaon,
humans vere about 1o ener the tenth stsge, one of perec
iom, i which they el se that “there s o limi o the per-
fectng of the powers of man; that human perfectibility it in
ety indeinie, that the progress of this perecdbily . bas
o other limi than the duraton of the gabe upon which
ture has placed us” Shordly air composing tis work, the
prophet of humaniind’s perfecton died fn 3 French revolu
Honaey prison,

ROUSSEAU AND THE SOCIAL CONTRACT No one was mare
il ofthe woek o i preccessors han Jeanscques Rous-
seas ZHAHNHZHAHK 00-SOH) (1712-1775). Bom in G-
neva, e spens is youth wandering about Frane and Ty
olding vrious b, He wen bck o ehoolfor 3 whie 1 sudy
usic and the s (he could affrd o do s0 afe becoming
the g over ofan older woman), Bl he made his way
o Pk, whese he s o o the ciles of the phio-
saphes, He never ealyHed the socl e o the cses, bowees,
and requenly withdess o lng perodscfsbtude,

Rousseau's paliical beley were presented in o major
works. In his Discourse on th Orgins of the Ieualty of Man-
kind, Rousseau began wich humans in thie primicve cond:-
on (or tste of nature—see Chapeer 15), where they were
happy. There were no laws, o judges all people were equal.
But what had gone wrong?

The fs man who, havig encsed 3 pice of ground.
houg of aying, T i in, and found pecpe sple
enough to beeve im, was the e founde of il scicty
How many cimes, was, mudes, bow tch misery and
oo the s race wosld ave b spared  someone.
had ulle s th sakes e n she i, and e 10
i low men: “Bewae of i s mposto, You e

R R

o Jacquos Rovsseau. By the e 176 v peresion o
lophes o o begh 0 on beyond 168t e
bl o i prdeceics, O he hoiohes o
Eighcmen, Rowsess s pehip b s il o s
predecemon Shone e . ot of R by e Qe
Earo

s i you g tht dhe i of the st el 1 cvry
e and hat the e e belgs 125 cner

To preseve ther pevaze properc, people adopied laws and
ovemors. 1 so doing. they rushed headlong, ot 1 lhesty
but o chans. “What then s to be done? Must societes be
oy abolshed? ... Must we retum agan o the forest ©©
live amang bears?” No. civlzed humans could “no longer
subsit on plans o acoms o e widbout laws and mags
ates.” Government wasan el but  necssary ne.

I s ceebraed atise The Socl Coract, publhed i
1762, Rouseau red o harmorize indivdual bersy with gov
ermmental arbariy (s he box on p.512). The soclcontraet
‘was basicaly 3n sgscement on the art of n ot ockty o
be governed by it general will I any individual wished 1 fo
low his own slfinteres, he should be compelled to bide by
the general will. “This means nochicg ks than that b wil e
forced 0 b fce,” s3id Rouseay, because the generl il e
escated 3 community's ighest apiation, whatever ws best
for the cnsice community. Thus, berty was achieved trough
being fored t follow what was bes:for sl people because,he
beleved, whis was best fo all w bt for esch indvidval
True feedorn s adherence 0 s tha e has mposed on

» s
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A Social Contract

Ao Jea-Jacaes Rousseay was one of th french
ehiosophes, henas also been called“tn fachr of
Romaniism” His poitial s hve proved extemely
controversal, Though some people havo hailed him as the
prophet of democacy,othes have abeled i an spologist
fortotaitarianiam. Thissecton i token from one of s
mostfamous books, The Soci! Confact
Jean-facques Rousscau, ace
Book 1, Chapter 6: “The Social Pact”
“How 0 find  form of asocation which will defnd the
perion snd goods of each member with he collecive foce of
01, and e whichexchindividal, whil niting imsclf
with thecthers.obeys o one but himsel,and remais 1
free s before.” This s the fndamental problem to which the
socal contact hods he solutin.

Book 1, Chapter 7 “The Sovercign”
Despie e common neres, subjcs wil 0 b bound by
hei commitment s mesns ae found o guaratce thir
iy

Forcocy ndividual s 3 man iy have 3 vt il
conrary t,o diferent from,the geners il hthe bas 13
ien i provat erestmay spes with 3 very diferent
voice fom tha o the public mercs: s st nd

macurlly ndependen exitence may make o regard whis
e owes o he common caus a3 gratitous contsbusion.
the fos of which would befess painol fo others than the
payment iscnerous for him; and fancying that the artfcal
person which consituesthe st §  mere rationa ey e
might scek 0 enjoy the ightsof 3 citizen without doing th.
doties of  subject. The growthof this Kind of inustice woukt
bring abous th ruin ofthe body poliic.

Hence,inarder tha the soial pace shallnotbe an empey
formul, ittty mpled in thst commient—which
slone can give force 103l exhers—hat whoever efused o
obey the geners il shal be consrsined to do 50 by the
‘whol body, which means nothing oher than tht he shll b
forced tobe e fo thi s the condiion which, by gving
cach ciien to the acion,secureshim ainst al personal
dependence, it the condiion which shapes both the design
and the working ofth polical machine,and whichalone
bestowsjusice on civi conteacs—wichout i, such
comracts wouldbe absurd, yrannical an Hable  the
posset sbuse

Whot was Rousseaus concept o the social contace?
What mpications it have for potical though,
expecaly inregard o th development of
domocrtie ideals?

S it on A SR CONTCT by ot 5y o 540 5 N i 68 8 e 70

A

oneself. To Roussea, becase everybody wis responsie for
framing the geners) vl the cretion of s couid never be
deleted 0 8 puramentary istiusion:
Thus e pele's depute s o nd coukd s b s e
St they are el s sges andthey conor dcide

g bl Any L wich the pople ha oo i
o 5 v . o b at . T Enlh people beleves
ol 1o b e, 1 gavely misken 1 e oy g

e clcton of Membrs of aent; s s 4 the e
e e clected, the peoie i cnsine i s ocing

i i exneme and idlsic semen, bt it i the i
it stement o pirtciptory demeiey

Anoter el easa by Rouseas o apesrd i
1762 T e, 5 on o the Enghecend’ st mpor
ant wrks o edocation. Write i te form of 3 povel b
work i sl  genersl et oo € csion of e s
1 . Rousca's andametl concen was that educion
o foter s than st chldren's ) s
L exprcnes ad shows Rousea the imporance of he
promprings of the e, and et he sought s 3 bl
between he and i, beeween sement and reson. Th
emphasts on Hert 4 sonment e him  recusor of e

B R —
Europe at the begioning ofthe mictcenth cptury.

Bt Rosas did ot ecessrly pracice what h preached
i own chidren e sea 1o fouseling homes, where many
chldren ded young, Roussay lo viewed women a3 “atu
vy diferens from men: o Full {3 worman's fonctions,an
appropriate physicl constution is necessay 1 her. St
ecds 250t sedentary i 1 socke er babes. How much cire
and tendermess does she ned to hoid her fmily sogether” In
i, Sophie, who was K’ itended wi, was educrcd
o her ol s wite sod mrher by lesming obedicnce and e
nurturing skils tha would enable her o provide lving care
o her busband e chidoen, Not everyone in the cighieenth
century arecd with Rausseau, however, maling ideas of -
der an mportant s i the Enlightenmen

THE "WOMAN'S QUESTION" IN THE ENLIGHTENMENT
For cenurics, men hed domimated the cebate baut he e
and value of worsen, In geneal, many mle otelectals
argcd tht the base e of women made ther infrior 10
men and made male dominstion of women necesary (e
(Chapter 16). I the seventeent and cighteerth cenurics, mary
male thinkerssinforced tis view by arguing that i was based

512 ® CHAPTER17 The Eighteenth Century: An Age of Enlightenment




image1.png
SELECTIONS FROM THE LEVIATHAN
Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679)
(Primary Source)

Human Equality:

Nature has made men so equal, in the faculties of the body and mind; as that though
therebe found one man sometimes manifestly strongerin body, arof quicker mind than
another, yet when all is reckoned together, the difference between man and man, is not
50 considerable.

For such is the nature of men, that howsoever they may acknowledge many others to
be more witty, or more eloquent, or more learned:; yet they will hardly believe there be
‘many so wise as themselves,

‘The State of Nature:

From this equality of ability, arises equality of hope in the attaining of our ends. And
therefore if any two men desire the same thing, which nevertheless they cannot both
enjoy, they become enemies.

Hereby it is manifest, that during the time men live
‘withoutacommon powerto keep themallinawe, theyare
inthat condition whichiscalled war; and sucha war, asis
of every man, against every man. For ‘war’ consists not in
battle only, o the act of fighting, but in a tract of time,
wherein the willto contendby battleissufficiently known.

Insuchcondition there s noplace forindustry [meaning.
produciive labor, not “industry” in modern sense of
factories], because the fruit thereof is uncertain, and
consequently no culture of the earth; no navigation, nor
use of the commodities that may be imported by se; no
commodiousbuilding. ..no knowledge ofthe face of the
earth; no account of ime; no arts; no letters; no society;
and, which is worst of all, continual fear and danger of
violent death; and the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty,
brutish, and short.

‘Thomas Hobbes
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SeLEcTIONS FROM OF CIvi GOVERNMENT
John Locke (1632-1704)
(Primary Source)

The State of Nature

Tounderstand political poweraright, we must consider whatstate all men are naturally
in, and that is, a state of perfect freedom to order their actions and dispose of their
possessions and persons, as they think fit, within the bounds of the law of nature;
without asking leave, or depending upon the will of any other man. . . .

The state of nature has a law of nature to govern it, which obliges every one: and reason,
which is that law, teaches all mankind, that being all equal and independent, no one
ought to harm another in his life, health, liberty, or possessions: for men [are] all the
workmanship of one omnipotent and infinitely wise Maker; all the servants of one
sovereign master, sent into the world by his order, and about his business. .. .

Reason

Men living together according to reason, without a common superior on earth, with
authority to judge between them, is properly the state of nature.

God, who hath given the world to men in com-
mon, hath also given them reason tomake use of
it to the best advantage of life, and convenience.
The earth, and all that is therein, is given to men
for the support and comfort of their being.

Nothing was made by God for man to spoil or
destroy. And thus, considering the plenty of
natural provision there was a long time in the
world, and the few spenders .. . there could be
thenlittle room forquarrels or contentions about
property so established.

John Locke
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and philosophers did nos mix partcularly well (the artists
‘were igh strung and th phiesophers alked 00 moch).
she et up separse meetings. Ariss were nvite only
on Mondays, philosophers, on Wodresdays. These
gatherings were among the many avenuesfor the spread
of the ideas ofthe philosophes. And those s hsd such
 widespresd impact on thei sociery that historiansever
since have caled the cightcenth ceury the Age of
Enlightenmen.

For most ofthe phosophes, “nlightenment”
included the reection o raditiona] Chrsaniy. The
religious wars and inolerance ofthe sxtenth and.
seventeenth centuries had o alinated ntelectual that
they were open and even cager to crmbrce the new,
ideasof the Scieniic Revolution. Wheres the great
sctentists ofthe seventeench cenury beleved hatcheis
‘work exalied G, th imelecruas ofthe eightcenh
century ead those sienific coneusios  different way
and increasingly umned their backs o Chrsian,
arthodosy. Consequendy, European iellctul e in
e eighenth cencury wis marked by the cmergence of
theseculrzaton that has characteized the modern
Western menlt eveesince. Ionically, tthe same
ime that reason and matecialsn were beginning o
eplace Fais and worship, & great utburst ofrelgius
sensbil maniesed sein music and e Clary, the
rowing secularzation o the ighteenth cenury had not
et caprured the hears and minds of ll Europesn
ntelecauals nd arists. 4

- e e

The Enlightenment

FOCUS QUESTIONS: Wi il despmens

(@] s crcryce ot e Enhenmens o e
elcin s o i Elghemen nd s e
vt s comcons o by o
enionment o st v, nd whit e
d v o i ot e

In 1784, the German phlsophes Immanue! Kant (-MAHN.
yoorel KAHNT) (1724-1504) defined the Enlightenment s
s Leaving is slFcaused mmarunsy.” Whereas carler
periods had been bandicapped by the inity to “use onc's
velligence wihout the guidanc of snorhe,” Kant proclimed
a5 the moxto of the Enlightenment “Dare to know e the
coursge © use your own cligence!” The cighecnth-entary
Elghtenment v 3 moement of nelkcauls who dured 0
Koo, They were greatly impressd with the sccompiihmens
of the Scentifc Revoltion, an when they used the word
vetsonone of theic Fvorite words—hey were adecting the
applcation of the scincfic method to the undersnding of sl
e Al isitatons and sl ysens of thasgh were bt 10
the raonal.sienic way of thiking forly people would fec:
themscves from the shackles of ol wordhes radiin,esp.
caly reigous ones. I ssac Neweon could discover the raorsl

T eglating (e wold of mture, they 100, by i e,
could fnd e aws that govered hunan sciety. Thi bl n
cum ed chem 0 hope that they coukd ke progess toward -
eser society than the one they had inheried. Kaan, el
aw, hope, prgess—these were the buzz wonds in the heady
sumasphere of the eihtesh century.

The Paths to Enlightenment
e clcuse of he cigheenth cenay were cseclly
cnced by the revoluonry ke o the vt
ey, What were he o el change s e
ted mthe el movement o o Elghmens

THE POPULARIZATION OF SCIENCE Although the il
uals of he cghicench century were mch infuenced by the
scieniic deas of the sventecnth,they dl ot shways acquie
this knowledge diredly from the orginl sourcs. Newton's
Princp was ot an casy book 1o ad or comprehend. Scien
e ideas were spread 1o ever-widening circes of educated
Europeans ot s0 much by sienits themselves 4 by pope

laizrs. Especlly importan: 3 the direct link btween the
Scieufic Revoluton of the seventeenth centuny and the phi-
losophes o the cightcenth was Bemard de Fontencle (bayr
NAHR dun fwnt-NELL) (1657-1757) sccreary of the
French Royal Academy of Science from 1601 10 1741

Although Fomenelle performed no scentfic experiments

and made no_ scendlic discoveries, he poscsied 4 deep
Knowiedge of all the sciemtiic work of arler centures and
i own e, Moreover, e was able 1o commsicte shat
body ofsciente Knowledge n a clest and cven vy fashion
that appesid 1o his upper-clas audienes in 3 meaningfal
way. One of his mos scccssal books, Paralty f Words
was actally presentd in the form of an insimate convers
tion between a lady arsocrst and her over who s ngiged
i conversaton under the stars, What st they discssng’
“Tel me,” she excas, “about these sas of yours” Her
Tover proceeds o tell her ofth teemercons adancs in cos
mology akerth folish crons ofthei forcbears

e came on the seve  ctain Gesman, onc Coperics.
Who made shot work o all o varios <k, s s
sold sk, which the sncies b pitred 1 hensels,
“The former e sholheds he b, e ke pes ired
withthe bl sl of 3 e ssmomonsr, s ook the carh
and spun i vy fir vy from the ceocr of the e
et ¢ hd b sl ard i ht i st he s,
S ra————

I the course of two evenings under the sar, the lady
leamed dhe basic fondamentas of the new mechanistic
verse. 5o 0o did scores of he educated el o Exrape.

“Thanks to Fontenelle,science was o longer the monopely
of experts but part of erure, He v specialy fond of
Gownplaying the religious backgrounds af the seventecnc
century scendsts. Himsell @ skepti, Fomtenele contebuted
o the growing skepticism oward region ot the end of the
seventeih century by porrsyin the churches 3s cnennics of
sienic pogrese.

The Enlightenment @ 503
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A NEW SKEPTICISM ‘The grea sincs of the seventeendh
centuy, inciucing Kepler, Galleo and Newton, b pursucd
heic work in 8 spit of exaling God, ot undemining Chiis-
aniy. Bus as slentifc knowledge sprad, more and more edu
ced men and women began to questn religious ruths and
v, Skepticism about rlgon and 4 growing seclarizaton
of though were especily eviden i the work of Perre Bayle
(PYAYR BELL) 1647-1706), who remsained a Proescns whie
becoming s leading e o radiionl relgius acudes, Bayle
anacked supestidon, reigious ntlerane, and dogmatisn. In
i view, compeling people 1 believe 2 parear se of el
gious ideas (s Louis XIV was coing at the ime in Bayle's
France) was wrong, It simply crested hypocres and in lf
was contzay to what elgon showld b sbost. Individus con
sience should detemine one's acions. Bayle agued for com-
plte reigous toeration, maintsining thar the exisence of
ey religions wonld benefc acher than b he st

THE IMPACT OF TRAVEL LITERATURE Skepeicm about
both Chrisanty and European culture islf was novrished
by crael repors. As we saw in Chaptr 19, Europeans had
embacked on voyages of discovery 1o iher parts of he world
i the ot fccoth and sixeenth cencurcs. o the course of
the seventeenth centry, rades, misionaie, medicalpract
oness, and exploress e <o publih an incresing number
of travel books tha gave accounts o many difeent cultres
“Then, oo, the new geogaphic sdvertures of he cighteenth
centuy, especially the discovery of the Pacic lnd of Tabi
and of New Zeslnd and Austrls by James Cook, sroused
enuch enthusiasm, Cooks Travels, an account of i jourey,
became  bestsele. Educated Europeans respanded to these
sccounss of lands sbroad in different ways. For some ntllec
aal, exatic poples, such 4 the matvs of Tahi, presented
an g of 3 “mtural man' who s fr hagpcr than many
Europeans, One intelecusl wrote:

e e of svsge s 10 sl = o st e such
complioed machines! T Taitan s cose o the orin of

‘The Popularization of Science.
nthe Age of the
Enlghtenment. Duin e
Selghenmen the e of
Scknae Reviton were et
 popelaind vy o vy
Satue s ek s o
iy s wee ety
ekt i proiing s e
Sprad of s s T
e pa—
[y e "
sty o Scincs i 199, e
he many e o
e o e s b
o —
eescen s o e
ol o s

he word, whie e Basopen i dscr t 5 old 8. .. [T
i) undersand i oo e o o avs,
nd they s bound 0 s i hem noin but shackls s
s i  handed et ways. Those shacles ool oty
provke th indition nd o ofcrestures i whorn o
most praound g s v of ery*

“The dea ofthe “noble savage” would play an imporcant role.
i the polical work o some pilosophes.

“The travel iteature of the seventeenth and cightcnths
centures lso Ied o the relzation that there were highly
developed cvlzacons wih diflerent customs in otber parts
ofthe world. China was especilly singled out. One German
universiy professor pased Confucan moraly 3 superor 0
the imolerance of Chrisaniy. Some Europesn inellecuals
began to evauste chir own civlzation relatve o ohers
Practces that had seemed t© be grounded in reason now
sppesred to be merely matters of custom, Ceraintics shovt
European pracices gave way 10 cultural relativis,

Cultral reltvim was sccompanied by religous kepi-
o, As hese wave sccounts made clsr, the Chiisian per
ception of God was merely one of many. Some people were
devastated by this revelition: Some complete thei demoral
{zation by exensive travel, and lose whatever shreds of rl
ion remained t0 them, Every day they sce a new religon,

s Buropeans were xposed 10 growing numbers of people
srcand the world who were differet fom themelves, some
inceletuals 50 began to sy people o racil groups.
One group espoused polygenesis, o che belef in separic
numan specie; oshers agoed for monogeness, o the bele
in one human species chscieized by racil varitons
Borh groups were especily unsympathetc to Aficans and
plced them in the Jowest rank of hummankind. In his Eryee
pedia the ncelctual Denis Didero (see “Diderot and the
Eveyopedia” late i this chapte) maiosained th ll Aficars
were black and charscerzed the Negro 2 & "new species of
akind.

504 W CHAPTER 17 The Eighteenth Century: An Age of Enlightenment
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THE LEGACY OF LOCKE AND NEWTON ‘The inellectil o
spimtion for the Enlightenment came primardy fom oo
Englsbmen, sac Newton and John Locke, acknowldged by
he philcsophes 5 grea minds. Newion wes frequenly
gl out T e 5 the grsest and et genivs hat
ever fose for the ot and imsrcion of the speics”
(e Englh poct dedared: “Nature and Narure's Lows by
15 i Night God s, Let Newon be: and all vas Ligh
Sochanied by the grand design of the Newonian workd
macin, the elccul of the Enighteament were con
inced that by lowing Newaoss uls of essoning ey
coud discover the naurl laws tha goveened ol <o
s, usice, eligion,ad he s

o Locke's theory of knowiedge especily nflscnced
e philospbes o his ey onening Hnan Underndng,
witen n 1650, Locke demed Descartes's bl in nnote
dea. I, ngued Lock, every prson was bo with 3
el s (TAB-yuf b RAH 50, 3 lrk minc:

Lot us e suppose the ind 0 b, a5 e sy, whie per
v of ll chrues, wiho sny es. How comes 10 be
aished: Wrence comes ¢ by hat i soe which he busy
and bl fncy of man b i o & v a st
cndis varie? Whence has i all she el of s and
Snowldse To i ] inswer, s one wod, fom cpesince
Our oberaton, crployed. cthr sbost el sele
et o about he el aperatons of our s per-
v and rflected o by ourslves, is etk spplcs
our undersanding it al he el ofhinkig

Our knowledge, then, is derived from our environment, noc
o hesediy;from scsson, no from fith. Locke's philoro-
phy implicd that peaple were molded by their envitonment,
oy the experiences tha they received through their senses
rom thei surrounding world. By changing the cnvironment
and subjecting people o proper influnces, they could
be changed s0d a new sociey crested. And borw should the
envconment be changed? Newion ad already. paved
che ey by showing how resson coabled nlightened people
0 discover the maural Jaws o which all insciuions
should conform. No wonder the philosophes were enarn-
aredof Newion and Locke. Taken togedhee, their ideas
secmed 1o ofer the hape of & “brave new world” buil on

The Philosophes and Their Ideas

“The intllctuals o the Erlightenment were known by he
French term phiaphe (foe-loh-ZAWF), ahough not al of
therm were French snd few were actully philosophers. The
Philosophes were ierary people, professors, journalist,
saesmen,economist, polical siensts,and above al, socil
eformers. They came foun boch the nabily and the middle
class,snd s few exen stermed from lower orgins. Althoogh
it wis 2 tely fvernatonal and cosmopolian movement,
the Enlghtenment slso cnhanced the dominant role being
played by Feench culeue. Paris s s recogmized cpia, and
most of the leaders of the Enlghenment were French

(e Map 17.1). The French philosophes in tarn affected el
lecuals elewhere snd cresed a movement that engulfe he
entire Western word,incuding the Briosh and Spanish colo-
i in Americ

Athough the philosophes faced diferent polical circum:
stances depending on the country in which they lved, they
shared common bonds 3 part of 3 tly interationsl move-
e, Tey were clled pilosophers, but what did phioso-
phy mean to them? The role of philosophy was to change he
werld, not ust discus it As one witer sad,th philsophe s
one who “appie himself o the sudy ofsaiey wih the pr
pose of makng his kind beter and happi.” To the phlo-
sophes, raconalism did not mean the creaion of 3 grandiose
system of thought t explin all things, Reason was scentfic
methad, sn sppes to facss and expenence. A pi of ions]
ericsm was o be applied 0 everyhing, incucing religion
and polics

“The philosophes’ cll for freedom of expresson s 3 re
minder that thee work wa done in n stmosphere of censar
ship. The philosophes were nor fee 1o wike whatever they
chose. Stte censons decded what could be published, and
protets fromn any number of ovesamens bodies cold resle
nthe sizsre of books and the mprisonment o thei authors,
publishers, and sellers. The philosophes found ways o get
around state consorshp. Some publited under picudonyms
or anoaymonly or abroad, especally in Holland. The wse of
Gouble meanings, such 3 talling sbou the Persans when
they meant the French, became standsrd procedue fo many.
Boaks were also published and circlsted secetly o in man.
seip form o avoid th censors.

Although the phiosophes constured & Kind of “family
aire” bousd together by common incelectual bonds, they
ofien disgreed. Spanming slmost 3 century, the Enlghten-
ment evolved over e, with cach succeeding generston
becorming more radical as i bl on the contburions of the
previous ane. A few people, however, dominted the land
eape compltely, and we might bestbegin our survey of he
des of the phlosophes by looking at three French gans-
Montesquieu, Volaie, and Diderot.

MONTESQUIEU AND POLITICAL THOUGHT Chirls de Scc-
ondat, the baron_de. Montesquieu (MOHN-tess-kyoo)
(16591759, came eom e French nobility. He received 2
Clasialeducation and then sudied lav. In i fst ek, he
Perian Lters, poblished i 1721, he used the formt of two
Persians supposedly raveling In Westeen Europe and sending
ther mpresions back hoe 1o nable him to e French.
insiations, especially the Catholic Church and the French
manarchy. Much of the program ofthe French Enlighienment
s contained in this work: the attack on tradition! rlgion
the advocacy o relgious toeration, the denunciaton of s
ey, an the e ofrsson to erate uman beings fro theis
preudices.

‘Montesquies's most Fenous work, The S of he Laws,
was publshed i 1745, Thi resie was  comparsive study
of goverments in which Morsesauieu aempied 10 pply he
ienific method to the soci and polial srena 0 sceea

The Enlightenment @ 505




