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vial atid: social oveineat which histoiians call humanisi is what lies at the base of the

ce. Humanism and'jts jdedl§ came to'pervade the art; literature,
manisra? Scholars -
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carning, law, and civic lifé, first in'Ttaly, thén in all of Europé: But-what is hu
are still debating this issue, but there is a consénsus ol a basic'definition, Siniply) uman
Ay Yot of the aspects of classical civilization (ahcient Greece and Roms
1¢ application of these social culturerIt is also in many waysa
reaction against scholasticism, ant intellectual school of the Middle Ages. Scholasticism, -
~.while 4 vifal arid dynamic method in its early days in thie twelfth and thirteenth céntuties; had, in -
the eyes of its detractors, by the fourteeritli century become little more than organized quibbling ~
_ over minior points of philosophy and theology. You miay recall the famous question overhow - -
many angels could dance on'the head of a pin; such quiestions wére actually fairly regularly debated

a3t

by the'later scholasticists.

In contrast, the early humanists espouse the ofiginal texts, rather thang ~
relianceé on the glosses and commentariés produ¢ed by the scholasticists. This break was by fio
means cleaf--many of the latér humanists continued to admire aind riiake use of the worksof * °_
scholastic scholars, while f ith theif own examisiation of the sourdes; .0 PERS

Wiy Ttaly?d noted a morment ago that humanism's fodts were in a rediscovery of classical’ -~
' ty. For the early pioneers of humanism, this meant the Latin [anguage. Italy, unlike so much
of Europe; had tiever comipletely lost Latin litéracy. Latin was still taught in'the schools and * -*

_universities; most significantly to layimet in fisiining to become potaries. Thus, Latin literacy was

-not confinéd mainly to churchmen as it-was elséwhere it Burope. In the sch@ol%;gbwﬁtiai notaries:-
learned the specialized legal lariguage of law, known a the._ary dictaminis — " This'was indirectly -
based oni the rhetorical works of Cicero, though'it had becote tather rigid and rale-bound over the
yeais, HoWever, it meant that potential notatied wer¢ exposed to certain of Cicero's works, = = =
Gradually; peoplé began to reexamine these works, ** "~ _ e

Who was the first humanist? Most schofars would say that Petrarch; an Italian pogt and writer of "
the Trecento'(1300's), would best fit this tabel: His influence continued to be felt throughout the -
entire humanistic movement, and his successors cdlled hiri their spiritual father, Petrarcl'wasa =
great admiirér of Cigergand rediscovered dnd transtated much of his correspondénce. He stiové to
fearn from Cicéro and use his §tylé in his own Latin writing. Petearch also wrote'in the verhacular---
a style which would finally gain acceptance among scholars in the Renaissance, Wé also rémenibér
him as the first man since antiquity to be awarded a laurel crown for his poetry. But Petrarch
himself was a bif 'of an enigma; a man with one foot in the futuré and-one in the past, It hadalways
been believed that Cicero had throughout his career been Higlily involved:in politics; Peirarch's - .°
examipation’of Cicero's writings had fouird a differeiit sfian— one who-increasingly tamedto” =
solitude and retirement in later life, This fit thie “medizval” modst of the schiolar'- a‘monkish figure
- who Tetired from the world witli his books-- rather than Petrarch's eatfier belief in ag dctive iseof
scholasship i civic life. Pétrarch gradually retired fréin fife as Well, nd in fact became more and -
more *raéaléval” in his oitlook~though he never abandoned his reliance on‘classical sources asa -
model for writing, he turned more and more to traditional formis of scholarship, such 4 biblical |
commentary, in later life, - e e T S

It would be this earlier picture, however, which would provide the model for a new civic hpirit in
Italy, particularly in Florence. 1t is quite significant that Petrarch was a Florentine, though ia
thier) and felt threatened by neighborin e PO
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' expanded it. Florence's past was to

Florentine territory. Irispired by-Petzaich, the:intellectuals of Florenee carried on hiswork pud 2 =+

‘be extolled in literature, art, and architecture, and the link with {
the Roman Republic was to be emphasized in all things. Petratch's successors were not only -~ .
scholars, but leading men of their community who felt it their duty as Florentine citizens to serve
their Republic. as the Roman citizens had served Rome. Unfortunately, Florence, too, fefl under . .
despotic rule,:but not before several generafiofis of Florertines had produced.a wide vadety'of ..~
- works.which extolled the city. 2

‘pagan” classics of antiquity, humanists were quick to apply their,
ToosThl eAUBeH goanla o T
One of the.ways in which the:spirit of humanism.wag expressed was in a rise in appreciation for -~

the artifacts of the past. Indeed, the early humanists were the ones who invented the térms "Middle ., ..
Ages".and."Renaissance.” Before this time; history wes seen as:a gontinuim. No distinttion Was™ o0
drawn: betwsen, the civilizati reece and Rome and that of the medieval period. The idea of 4

"fall of the Roman Empire" had.no meaning, To a twelfth century person, Charlemagne'wasas |

much a Roman and a Roman Empire as Augustus had been, and there was no line drawn bétwesn ..

classical and medieval Latin. The humanists were the first to draw the distinction, seeing classical

antiquity as something which was long past, but to be admired and sevived—hence the term, . .
"Renalssance",:Artifacts were visible symbols:of.this p were cherished and: 4 /0
-opllected.Not only were coins and artworks uneasthed and collected, but attemglts were madefo. .
map out and draw many of the Roman ruins one could see in Italy before:they ¢ isappeared, (The., .
ruins were a popular source of building materials; the Papacy was particularly fond of the
Colosseumn for this purpose), A few sites were eventually saved from destruction in this way.: . .

of Europe. Publisher there not.only p
and contiguing scholarship, -

It took longer; however, for the new scholarship fo spread beyond a certain intellectual efite. Bveri o
a cengu;iza{tg_:.Peqamh,jthe_m_l_iyqrsitie&:g\hgx;,1_11_ Italy--were still dominated by thinkersof the ... "
older schools. However, patronage by Htalian princes.and popes insured fhat tﬁe new thinking: - .
eventually came to dominate the univérsities, Hunanism eventually spread outwards from lialy,. . .
Germany in particular.was greatly affected by the new methods, particularly-in the area of Biblical . ..
scholars é!-.‘_(lt;wgtt_,h_!s sort of thinking.that led Martin Luther (o question the traditions of the .. . .- .
Catholic Chirch). Eventually, the printinig houses.of Germany rivaled those.of ltaly. Eilﬁ!a.i;d was...
perhaps the last to be touched, for it was not until the fatter half of the reign of Henry VIII that ..~ .
Oxford and Cambridge became dominated by humanist scholarship. ~— ~ = "~ . .. ..

Likewise, we may also note i increased nferest in manuseripts, particularly those fecording the "
monastery and finding works forgotten for centuries. New. editions and . .~ % -
works were produced and digseminated fe ] 53 a=Es (
; aly,: on, st Cl "‘?
d. Likewise, the humanists.also became inters _ _
ey attempted to produce an accurate translation of the Bible. What made these editions special .., =
was the introduction of what wee would today call *critical® scholarship, Manuscripts were
3q r.own boo that both the and few 4 &
inted the books, but they actively sponsored new editions. . {2441

works of the writers of antiquity.-Many of the humanists undertook -larééjo_l,imégfg,. wandering. . ...
ists.also became interested in Hebrew as.
compared afid words.an an attempt to produce the most agcurate edition possible.
sly: Venice lgr the late fifteenth century was known as the pﬂnqépd% capital b




