Name:__________________________________________

Directions: Answer each of the following question in complete sentences based on the following reading. 

1. What are the qualifications to become president?
2. Are these qualifications to become president reasonable? Explain.
3. What is the problem with becoming vice president?
4. What is impeachment? Explain the impact of impeachment on the president.
5. Define the following terms:
· Reprieve/pardon
· Cabinet
·  Executive Order
6. What are potential issues with each of the previously listed terms?
7. Of the listed presidential jobs, which is the most important, which is the least important? Explain in detail. 
· Chief Executive, Chief of State, Commander in Chief, Chief Diplomat, Chief Policymaker, Chief Manager of the Economy, Chief of Party, Chief Citizen
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= 133 The Growth of Presidential Power

The US. presicent oday I ften viewed as the most
poerful natonal leader i the world. At one tme,
however, the US.president held fa less power.
During the 18005, with a ew exceptions, presidents
acted malnly as "chif clrks.” Other than carryiog,
out the will o Congres,they asumed e author-
sty other than thase parwers explictly ranted ther
by the Consitution.

Powers Granted theProsidont
Under the Constituton

The Constitution spells out th president’s formal
porwers which ar it in this digram, One of the
‘mstimportant powers i that of commande in
chief o he armed force. The presdent,a civilian
offical maintains control ver the milary and hes
ulimate responsiilty for mltary decisions,

‘The president also has the porwes t grant re-
foves and pardons. A repriev i  postponement
of punishment, whereas s pardon s 3 telase rom
punishment,Presidents may alo grant amnesty, or
ablanket pardon, (o people fcing prosecution. Pres-
dentJimimy Carter,for example,granted amnesty
o young men who had led the ountry o avod the
military drat duing the Vietnam War.

The presdents greatestforml pover stms from
Articl L, Secton 3 o the Constitution. Thissection
ditets the president 0 “take Care that the Laws be
fuihfully exccuted.” Much as the Flasic Clause gives
broad porwers to Congres,this “Take Care” Clause
grantsthepresident lexible powers to enforce the
Jaw and fllil] other exccutive duties Not surpris
gy, the first presdent t defing how the powers of
theoffce would be used was George Washingon

George Washington (1783-1797):
Establishing Precedonts
As the naton'sfirstpresident, Washington knew
that his xery acton would help shape the office
futaregenerations. "l walk on untrodden ground,” he
obscrved, “There i scarcely any part of my conduct
which may nat hercatter be dravn into precedent.”

One precedent nvolved hisforma i, Wash
ington nsisted on being addressed simply as"Mir.
Presicent,” sather than "Your Highness” or some
other maestictite. Rather than ruling ke an aloof
monsech, Washington traveed the couniry to main-
tain contactwith citizens. He olso declined to seek
relecton afer serving two terms in offc,seting 1
precedent that would last untl 1940

Washington establshed the model or bow the
exceutive branch should be run. He appointed the

_ Powers

ThaConsuion s vrou prsiantal poers, it xecise e st s o
anaadwinCongas. Thesresdantisohes manyafer pawrs hahave ooved o e
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Recas osgn smbassadors
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Exrsiss ocutis pouer PowrsSharad it ongrss . Wiolo
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Gearge Wasingta's e gt nd o of sty ot o
‘ohaoficeof rddin Ho wasnorafzed  umeros st

nd sclpure. T 182 of o usideofFdorl ol
e Yorkin h s s0¢ e s e h s vt

et department heads and broughtthem together
tocreste he first cabinet. He negotiated the new
governments first reaty. Ho appointed ts st
judges. He received isfirst ambassadors, He signed
it frst v, And e isued the irst veto

Pechaps most mportantly, Washingion made
sure that th president would b respected a3 figure
of authorty. e did this by projecting a air of geat
dignitysnd strength. In addition, he 0ok tough ac-

s of Congress

tion when necessary to ensure that
were fithfully executed.”
‘Washington's eterminston o enfore the v vas
tested by the Whiskey Rebellon. In 1791, Congress
passed 8 law that taxed sales of whiskey. Farmers i
western Pennsylvania who made whiskey rfused o
pay thetaxand even atacked federal tax collctos.
Washington personalyled 13,000 milia troops into
western Pennsylvania to put down the rebellion. In
his way,he affrmed the power of the president as the
nation’ hieflaw enforcer and commander n chief

Aotra ks powartl st who tenbuied i
Goness ndus s e o o bockstn. Crics
called i King Andrerc” But s s of vt shaps b
st rceden o faropresdnts

Androw Jackson (1825-1837)
Champion of “The Peaplo"
Like Washington, Andrew Jackson believed n using
the powes given o the president o the fulest. Jackson
was elected presidentat  time when many states had
eliminated propery requirements for voting, Asa
esult,he s he firstoccupant o the White House
who could i 1 have been elected by “th people.
Onceinoffic, Jackson saw his rolea th champi
o of the common people. As sh, heofin clashed.
with Congres. I these pavwer struggles,he turned
o atool sedom used by ealer presidens:the veto.
Previous presidents had vetoed acts of Congressonly
‘when they viewed them as unconstiutional. ackson
vetoed legisaton simply because he disagreed with it
or thought it an countr 0 the people’siterests.
During his two terms i offic, Jackson vetoed
12 bils, more than the total number of bilssuuck.
down by all o is predecessors combined. His most
famous veto involved a bill enewing thecharterof

Chief Exectves and Buresraces 231
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the National Bank of the United States. Supporters of
the bank argeed it was needed t stabilze th naton's
cconomy. Jackson believed that the bank was designed
tobeneli the welthy at the expenseofth people. In
 messageexplining his veto, Jackson weote,

Itis 1o be regrtted that the rich and power-
Ji 100 often bend the acts of gverrment 10
hir sl purposes. Ditinctions in saciety
will alaysexist under every just government
But when the laws underake ... make
the rich richerand the potent more powerfl.
e hamble members of society—thefarmers,
mechanics, and laborers—who have neither
the time nor the means of sécuring ik favors
o themscives, have a ight to complai of he
inustice oftheir Government.
— Andrew Jackson, 1832

Criticsoffackson's use of this presidential pover
dabbed him “King Andrev.” Nevertheless, since
Jackson'sday,the ideathat presidentscan and will
e thei veto power Lo shape public poicy has be
come an accepted feaure of American politics.

Abraham Lincoln (1861-1965): Sviorofthe Union
Abraham Lincoln became one of the most poer-
ful presidents in US. history, inlrge part because
hislecton tiggered s national ciss. By the time.
he took ofice in 1361, seven southern sates had.
seceded from the United Sates, In hisinaugral.
<peech, Lincoln srgued that no stae “can lawfully
getut o the Unlon” He went on to sa,

Itherefore consider that .. the Union is
unbroken; and o the extent of my abily,
Lol ake care, s the Constitution tself
expresly enjons upon me, that the lows of the
Union beaithully exccuted i althe Sates,
Doing his L deem 0 b onlya simple duty
anmy part and 1 shall perform i, 5o fr as
practicable, unlss my rightful masters,the
American peapl,shal.. dicet he conrary.

 Abrshas Lincoln,
First Inaugaral Address, 1861
Lincoln used ll o his powersto caery ot his
duty Once in offce, he spent maney. He raised an
army. He ordered the navy to blockade southern
pors. He declred martial I in Macylaod snd

8 Gy

other states, placing the people there under military
e, He shut down newspapers hat advocated sces.
sion. He suspended hsbeas corpus s0 that people
suspected of reason could be arested nd jaled by
he milary without worrying about due process.

Al of these actons wee taken by the new presi-
ent without prior pproval of Congress. Mareoner,
whena fderal court ruled i Ex parte Merryman
(1861) that suspension of habeas corpus was uncon-
situtional, Lincaln ignored the ruling,

Likewise, Lincoln issoed his Emancipetion Proc
Iamation without approval fom Corgress or even
hisfll cbinet. When the president showed 2 draf
ofthe proclamation o his cabinet members, heir
response was miscd. Some members supported i
while others were strongly opposed. Nevertheless
Lincoln went shead with the plan. On Jamuary 1,
1863, he eleased the proclamaion a an executive
order,  ule issued by the president hat has the
force oflaw. With the order, Lincaln transformed
the war forthe Union o an antilavery crusade.

Lincola's many critcs argued tht he had for ex
ceeded is constiutional powers. Lincol, however,
elieved tha extreme measures were justiied to pre-
serve the Union and the Consttution. By his actons,
e demonstrated that during s nstionl emergency,
president migh exercisealmost unlimited powers.

Bbrahom incln expanded o gower of e prsidency durng
he Gl Wt Hore, b et with fers t A i 1952
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Part of FDR's power Ly in his stylesspresident
‘Wheteas previous presidents had used forma specch-
st get thirideasscross, FDR addressed the Amer.
ican people diecty,n theis own homes, througha
Seresofraio broadcasts known as“freside chats.”
i thesechats, Roosevelt spoke o listeners in a warm,
engaging manner, exphining his idess and ssking,
for theirsupport. In this way, many Americans came
10 se the president notas a distant leader, but a5 a
friend who understood their concers,

During World War 1, FDR expanded his povers
sull furthe. Bt rather than objctin tothis growth
of presidential pover, most Americans spplauded
Roosevelt 152 “savor.” As e poliical sientis ob-
srved, “The argument wassimple: The more paver
the excestive hd, the more good he could do.”

Since the end of World War I, the presidency
s been poverful, a0 mater whois n the White
House. By the 19705 some criics of presidential
porwer volced concerns about the rise of an “impe-
sl presidency,” meaning presidents acted more Lke
emperors han constitionalleaders. Nonetheles,
the president oday i sl limited in bis powers to
those set down i the Consitution more than o
centurie ago.

' 134 The Modern Pre:

fent's Job

PresidentJohn F Kennedy once sid, “No easy prob-
e ever comes to the President of he United Sats,
they arecasy o slve somebody clc s slved them.”
Lyndon Johnson, who assumed the presidency after
Kennedy's assasination, called the job an “awesome
burden” After ookingat the modern president’s
many duties ne scholar noted, Al that is mising
s Mover o Mowstains and Raise ofthe Dead.

The Many Roles of the President
Given the complexiies o the modern world, the ob
of president has grown more challenging, To carry
ut their duties as chif exccuive presidents must
assume many diffrent rols. The disgram "The
President’s Many Roles” shows he varous roes the
presicent lays on any given day.

Chiexecutive As the country’s chief exccutive,
the president acts much ike the head of a large.

0 Gapir s

corporaion. n this rle,th presidnt presides ovr
he eerl brontray, or the arios sgencis and
organizadons that aryon the dllybusnesof
governmen.To ke ht buscauercyruing,
o prestdent s responsile o apptaag s
102,000 fderal ol Thse ol i o,
e the wok of sy 2 mitlon cian plor.
o e e governmnt

sl excutive thepresden s he poer
olssu cxecutiv ordes. A preent s ot Ly
10 us ths power dring an cnergenyor when
Gongres ol ol o ona mporant e
For caumple i 1948, Gonges s divied ver
il o descpepte e armed fores. Rther o
o o Congres 0 at,Preien ary Truman
i s cective ordes solsin egeguion
he il

Chiefof state. The president alo acts s chief of state,
the ceremonial leader o th government In many.
countris, diffrent individuals hold the posiions of
chie exccutive and chiefofstate. In Grest Britan, for
example, the prime myinister i te chief exccutive,
whil the monarch s thechief of state. I the United
Sttes, bowever,the president wears bt hts,

s chiefof st the president represents the
United States at ofcalfunctions, both at home and
abroad. For example,the president greets forcign
Teaders and hostssate dinners a the White House
(Chie o stae dutiesalo include act o promote -
tional spiit,as when the president lights the natonal
Christmas tree o throws ot the first ptch o the
msor eague bascball sason,

Commander in ief. The job of commander i chief
s e of the president's most challenging roles. As
head of the armed forces,the president s responsible
forthe operations o the LS. millary and the overal
securityof the ntion.

“The framers believed t was important for the
astion'stop civiian leader to have control over
the armed forces. But they also st limits on the
president’s control by giving Congess the power
to declare war.Since World War I however, the
president has often committed troops o action
without & formal dechraton of war. In 1973, Con-
gress passed the War Poviers Act, which requires the
president to get congressonsl approrl o age war.
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Bt president sl find ways 1o stetch his . As e Constitution disces the president o sck the

one scholar noted the militaryrole of the president  advice and consent of the Senat i making tratics.

s “whatever Congress lets him get away vith, Taking this wording lerall, President Washingto
went to the Senate in 1789 10 seck it advice on 3.

Chicfdiplomat. Another key roe forthe president 2 C T TR 0 O . Al some

s that of the naton'schief diploma. In his role, he

debite,thesenatorsreerred the matter 0 a commit

president oversees U-S. foreign policy, holds

. Washington left indisgest,prefrring after tha

vith foreignleaders, and negotites teaties
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to communicate with the Senate in writing, All other
presidents have folloed his exampie. Presidents do
consult with individual senators, however, and they

st il btan the consent o the Senate o gt any
reaty pproved.

Chisfpoicymaker Since Frankin Roosevelsad-
ministrtion,th president hs served as chief pol
cymaker for the nation. Although Congress makes
thelaws, the president has signiicant influence oyer
the legilativeprocess. Thepresident normally sts
poliy agends for Congress i the annua Sateof the
Union address. The president may also propose e
islation or presure membes of Congress o upport
or oppose certain bills. Other exceutive powers, such
ssthe power o cal Congress into special session and.
0 veto bil, are more key tools th president can use
10 shape polcy.

Chisfmanage o the cconomy. The president has
o formal power over the cconomy. However, the
presdent does work with Congress o write a federal

budget and settax policy. The president also appoints
members of the Federal Reserve Board, which works
1o controlthe maney supply snd keep the ecoromy
growingata sustsinable pace

Chiefof party. The president i the leader of is or
er pollticl prty. Presidents tend to have decp
loyalty tother sty and exert great influnce over
party members in Congress, They typically work to
ensure that t

party does welincongressional
elections, in hopes o gainingor strengihening  con-
gressonal majority. They may take part in campaig
fundraising o other campaign events. They slso
typically reward loyal paty members with poliical
favors or ppointments o federal offic.

Chietizen. The president s lso the naton'’s chiet
citizen. n that rol,the president strives 0 embody
American ideals and 1o serv the nation by acting
it best intrests. I tmes of cisis or tagedy, the
president s chie ciizen works toinform, inspire,
and comfortthe American people

Onn 1 rece e 10 s and cot et sl Bsack Obamo s uyn 012 Supestar.

Sancy it s of e gt Har, D a1 Govarmdr s i ol sidons o o arsen.
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Chapter 13

Chief Executives
and Bureaucracies

What qualities do modern presidents
need to fulfill their many roles?

= 131 Introduction

Aprl 28,1975, was a day like many othersfor Presi-
dent Gerald Ford. He ros cary and had his brekfst.
By 7:30 At he was hard st work n the Oval Offc,
He met with adviscrsand other oficials tha morning
and laer gavea specch at the annul mecting of the
U, Chamber of Commerce.

More sppointments illed Ford's aternoon
schedule, including a brif photo opportanity with
Lisa Lyon, the Miss National Teenager of 1974-1575
Later the president attended s meeting on the
conomy and energy policy in the White House
Cabinet Room.

But o day, however ypical, is ordinary for
the prsident ofth United Stats.Inthe spring of
1975, the Vietnam War was entering s fnal days
‘The commaunist forces of North Vietnar were ad-
vancing on Saigon, the capial of U -backed South
‘Vietnam, It was cear that South Vietnam could fll
at any moment. When that happened, the remain-
ing Americans in Sagon would have o evacuate
the iy,

Just after 700 pa, President Ford lesened that the
North Vietnsmese were shelling the UsS. air base ¢
Seigon, making evacuation by plsne impossible, He
canvened a meeting ofthe NationalSecurity Council
to discussthe unfolding risis.

The Wi House e for and fice of e U prsiert.

Speaking of Politics

rpriove
A postponement o purishmen o a rime.
A parson conitad of o captal crime,

for sxample, may recee a rapriev fom
axecuton.

pardon
Adecrss tatfrees s person from punishmnt
fo a crime. A pardons o grntod wher
crininal santance i considared unjust.

abinet
“Theheads of th oxscutive daparments. The
prsidantsppontsmembers of th cabinet.

executive oder
Aruoorreguationssued by  rosdantor
aovernor haths the force ofaw.

bursaucracy
Alarge,complx organizaton hat unetions.
undar unform ules nd procedures. T
many workersna qovernment buresucracy
canyouthe dailybusness of that
aovernment.

pocketueto
The automatic Kling of il b rfusing o
athrsign o veto . A pocket etocan
accur oniy i tho il days of a congessions
sasson, a  prosidont mustrormaly acton a
ilwithin en doys or e becoms

administation
The presidon along wit s ot ha porsonal
staffand avisrs Th tor can alsorefer 0
prsidonts e nfic.

whiste-bower
Anemployes o former mplyes who

xposes wrongdsing witinan organization i
thehope o stopping
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By 130 P, theshelling had stopped. But there
was snother problem,as Fordlter wrote sbout i
his autabiography:

Refugees were streaming outontotheairgort’s
runways, and ourplanes could' land. The
situation there wasclarlyout of control. The
only opton lef was toremore the remaining
Amricans, and as many South Vietnamese as
possible, by helcoptr from he rof ofthe US
embassy in Saigon. Choppers were standing by
o h decks of US. Navy shipsstaming off the
coast, andjus before idright 1 ordered the
Jinalevacuation. Over the extsiteen hours
e managed torescue 6,500 LS. and South
Victnamese persomnel without sstaining si
ificant casualis.

— A Time o Heal: The Autobiography

of Gerald R, Ford, 175

With the crisis esolvd, Ford rtied t his upstars
White House residence. It was 12:03 i the morning.
‘s this day n the e of President Ford s
rate,the job of president involves many tasks and
responsibiliies Some are routine, while otbers re
immensely challenging. Al requie theskls of an
effciveleader This chapter examines the qualies
nccessaryin chiefexecutives, along with the main

featuresof the bureaucracies they ru.

2 Chper 13

132 Chiof Executives: Mayors,
Governors, and Presidents

The presdent s the national government's chief
executiv, the top elected offcal i charge of enforc
ing e and carrying out government plicy. State
andlocal governments aso have chief exceutivs. I
thesates,thisoffcal s the governor. At he loal
level, it usually a mayor

Formal Qu
and Residency
Adla Stevenson, who rn for president tvice i the
19501, once said,“in America, anyone can become.
president. That s not quie true. Any candidate
Seekingthe presidency mustsaisfy cetain gualiica
tions aid down n the Constiution. The president
st be  native-born ciizen, be at least 35 yearsof
age, s havelivedinthe couniey for at east 14 yars.
The Twenty-second Amendment, ratified i 1951,
added amother rul: o one wh has been dlected
president tice o who has served onefull tem plus
snore than half of another erm can seek theoffce
sgain. This smendment formalized the custom of
a two term president. This custom, established
by Gearge Washinglon, was broken oaly once, by
four-term president Franklin Raosevell, prioe to
ifcation o the amendment

ations: Ag, Citzenship,
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Moststate and Iocl governments et les icn-
gent requirements for thei chief executivs. In
Kentucky,for example, candidaes for governor need
iy be 30 years old and must have lived i the siate
for 6 years. California has no minimum age or
esidency requirements I that state, candidates for
governor must simply be UsS. citzens and registered
Voters. In conteas 0 presidentil equirements, such
ctzenship can be by birh or nauralzation. That is
‘why Austrian-born Arnold Schwarzencgger was able
o become the governor of California but cannot be
president of the United Sttes.

Reguirements for mayorsare even ooser. Many
towns and citesrequice oaly that mayors be legal
adults. Severalhigh schoolseniorsand college stu-
dents have served as mayors, For example, in 2011,
Jeremy Minnier was fust 18 when he was elected
mayor of Atedal, owa.

Informal Qualificatons: Exp
and Othor Factors

Like vemakers, chief executives mustalo satisfy
certin nformal qualibeations for ofce. These are
traits that votrs expect n thle poliical leaders
“This geaph shonws the essential qualities Americans
wanted ther next president t have in 2007

Typically,chief executivs have backgrounds
i busines,la, o public service. Most are wel
educated. Nearly thee-quartersof al presidents
have camed collge degrces. Most have worked
thei vay up the politcal adder by hlding other
elective offces.

Thee are cxceptions, however. Absaham Lincol,
ne f this country's most admired presidents, had
liteformal schooling. Although e had served as
an linois legislstor snd s member of Congress,
he had lost several poliical races before winning,
the presidency.

Historically, most chief exccutives have been
white, male and from the midelc or upper class. In
fict all .S, presdents were white males until 2009
when Barack Obama took ofice and became the
first Afrcan American president, Chief exceutives
i sates and cites however, have made even
greater progres n representing a broad spectrum,
of the American population.

‘Wornen have made signifcant stridesat both
sate and locallevls. The firt female governor,

Nelle Tayloe Ross, was cected in Wyoming i 1924
Since then, 35 more women had been clcted
‘governor ofthei states or the Commonweslth of
Puerto Rico. In 2007, & record 9 of the 50 sate
governors were women. At the loca level female
mayorsld aver 17 percent of American cites with
populations reste than 30,000 in 2012,

*Ethalc minorities have also had increasng,
success n gaining chief executiv positions. Only
toeo Afcan Americans—Douglas Wider of Virginia
and Devl Patick of Massachusets—have been
lected governor But many blacks hav been elcted
mayor of majofctessuch as New York, Philadel-
phia, Detoit, and Washingion, D.C. I 2011, Susana
Martinezassumed the gubernatorial office i New.
Mexico and becare the ist Latina governor in the
United State. In 2005, Ansonio Villragoss became
the first Latino mayor of Los Angels n more than a
century. NikKi Haley, @ South Asian American, was
eected governr of South Caralina n 2010

Religious aflition can be another nformal
qualifction, especalyforpresidential candidates.
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Almost allUS.presidents have been Protestant
Until ohn B Kennedy's lecton i 1961, was s
sumed that s Catholic candidate ould never vin the
presidency. Kennedy suceceded, in part, by promis
g to ke hisreligious and poliical bieliefsseparat.
“Tam not the Cathelic cndidate for president” he
declated. “Tam the Democratic Party’s candidate for
president, wha happens lso 10 be & Catholic”
Today,a non-Protesant candidate would ey face
a0 uphillbtle in winning the presidency.

Gaining Ofice: Eloction and Succession
Most chief exccutives, incuding governors and.
mayors,are lected by popular vote. The presiden,
incontrast, i chosen by te Electoral Colege, based
n the popular vote count in cach sate.

Insome st and localelectons, the candidate
who wins & lurliy of the voe s declared the win-
er. o other sates and ciies, however,the candidate
st rceive s majorityof the votes cast o vin. I
thatdoes not happen,th top two candidates must
compete n a runoffelection, which is designed 1o
produce s clar winier

Succesion ruls for the presidency are spelled
utin the Constiution and federal law. Should a
president b unable to complete a four-yest term
because of dath, disablty,resignation,or removal
from offic, th aw provides clear guidelnes for
repiacing th chif exccutive.

The line of succession or the presidency begins
with the vice president, I the vie presdent cannot
serve,the next successor s thespeaker of th Fouse,
followed by the president pro empore of the Senate,
and then by thesecretary of state. Other cabinel.
members continue theline of successon in &
specific rder,

Tt oftensaid tha th vice president s “s heart-
beat away” from the presidency. Indeed, the main
job of the vie president st take over if somelbing
Should hsppen to thepresident. The Constiuion
gives th vie president almost o ormal powers
ether than this one,

For that resson, some poltcians have shunned
thechance o run for vice president n 1838, Daniel
‘Webstr efused 0 become vie presdential can-
didate sying, 1 do ot propose to be buried untl
Lam really dead.” Nevertheles, 14 vice presidents

24 Cheer 13

W worries e hat he st wants o b
e presden when he grows 1,

The i presdent hld s fornapoerunder s Const
o, For it opon, s s caron ugaest, e paison s
v e 5 gt el 1o v
resdont s rstin e o succed h prosiant. hch gves
Rolders 1 s ffcs snmous esonsiy.

have gone on o become chief xccutive. In additon,
recent vice pesidents have been given substantial
responsibilities by the president. Daring George W.
Bushs administraton, Vie President Dick Cheney
held  signifcant amountof pover and piayed akey
role i shaping naional secury poicy.

In moststats,aleutenant governor blds &
comparable postion to thatof the vicepresident.
“Thisoffical stands in for the governor when neces-
sy but gencrally has few formal dutics

Staying in Ofce: Inpoachment, Recalls,
“Torm Limits, and Incumbency
Ifa president, vice president, o otheroffcal n the
exceutive branch is suspected of wrongoing, that
person may be impeached and removed from offce
‘The framers made the impeachment process if-
Bcul,however, o prevent it rom being used for
rivolous essons. To b rermoved, an offcal must be
convicted of “Treason, Bribery, o other high Crimes
and Misdemeanors.”

Impeschment begins s the House o Represen
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tatives. A majority of House members must vote to
impeach,or formaly accuse,the president or other
affcer of wrongdoing, The tia is then held in the
Senste. Twor hirds of the senators must find the.
offcial guily t remove that person from ofice

‘The Honse has impesched only two presidents
Andrew Johnson and BillCinton—and the Senate:
found nether guly. Richard Nixon resgned rather
tha face impeachment during the Watergate scandal.

Bt what i citzensare siaply unhappy with the
job ther hiefexccutiv s doing? Fo presidents,
there s no provsion f midterm removal based on
job performance. Many sates and ites, however, do
have procedures by which voters can order  rcall
of eected offcal. The Californis rcal ook place i
2003, in which the votrs chose o replace Governor
Grsy Davis ith actor Araold Schwarzenegger

Almosta decade later, in 2012, Wisconsin ot
tempted torecala governor n  specal lecion, but
fuled. As governor of Wiscarsin, Scott Walker pro-
posed a plan t help balance the sate budger, This
plan cutbenefitsfor public employees nd greatly
imited the abilityforunions to birgin, As a resul
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disgruntled workers and unions organized protests.
United Wisconsin,  grassroots organiztion, leda
recall effort and petitoned for signatues,cvent-
allygathering enough to old a specal electon. Sl
many Wisconsin voters supported Walker'satempts
toseduce government spending, When the recall
eection took place on June 5, 2012, Walker won,
veiaining his positon as overnor.

Many chief executives are also subject o erm.
i As noted previousy, presidents s restricted o
0 more than wo terms n offce. Many states and cit
fes lso st term limits o ther gvernors and myors.
st cases,governors are held to o consecative
terms n offce. However, in some saes, thy may
run for seclection foue yearsale e

The powe of incumbency in winning reclection
s ot s strong for chief exccutives s i i forlegisla-

Lors. That may be because chief executives serve asa
“lightning rod” for voter discontent. When voterssrc
disatsied it government hey ofen blame their
chief exccutive Since World War I theee presidents
have been defeated in their run for  sccond tern:
Gerald Ford, Jimmy Garter, and George . W. Bush.
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